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Abstract 

This study explores the indigenous justice systems of Jirga and Panchayat, examining their similarities, 

differences, and their implications for justice delivery in their respective communities. The objective of this 

research is to shed light on the functioning, structure, and effectiveness of the Jirga and Panchayat 

systems, and to compare and contrast their key features, including their composition, decision-making 

processes, enforcement mechanisms, and adherence to human rights standards. By conducting a 

comparative analysis of these two indigenous justice systems, this study aims to contribute to a deeper 

understanding of their strengths, weaknesses, and potential for reform. The research methodology includes 

an extensive review of existing literature, scholarly articles, and reports related to Jirga and Panchayat 

systems, as well as primary data collection through interviews with community members, elders, legal 

practitioners, and human rights advocates who have experience with or insights into these systems. The 

data will be analyzed qualitatively to identify patterns, trends, and areas of divergence between the Jirga 

and Panchayat systems. The findings of this study will provide a comprehensive analysis of the strengths 

and limitations of the Jirga and Panchayat systems, and their compatibility with international human rights 

standards and principles of justice. Furthermore, the research aims to identify potential areas for reform 

and improvement in these indigenous justice systems, while considering their cultural significance and 

community acceptance. The findings will serve as a valuable resource for policymakers, legal 

practitioners, and scholars interested in understanding and engaging with indigenous justice systems and 

their implications for justice, human rights, and social cohesion. 

 

Keywords: Indigenous Justice System, Jirga, Panchayat, Traditional Dispute Resolution, Indigenous 

Governance.  
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Introduction 
 

Soon after the existence of the human beings, the disputes started among the people. The history of the 

disputes and justice is as old as the human beings themselves. In the traditional societies, the people were 

divided into the different tribes and clans that were closely tied with their traditions. Their routine life was 

surrounded these cultural traditions (Ahsan, 2009). Their only motive of the life was to hunt and gather for 

their survival. This was the earliest form of the human society. The social interaction was limited to the 

members of respective tribes and clans. These tribes were scattered around the globe and did not know 

about each other’s existence (Pennisi, 2011).  

 

This is the reality of the human beings that they do not follow the same thinking, acting and behaving. 

There are also some representatives who differ with the common perception. Normally they are known as 

the rebels but they have right to protect their point of view (Albright, 2008). This is the base to start a 

dispute among the members, which may initiate the conflict and divides the people into opposite groups. 

Thus, the initiation of the disputes in the human society is naturally, which may harm the solidarity and 

integrity of the society. Nevertheless, there is a formal and informal justice system that is designed to 

overcome such disputes (Attaullah, 2017).  

 

The disputes are often based on the perception and emotions, which have stronger effects on the 

community. It is necessary to handle the disputes on urgent basis so that the matter may be controlled 

otherwise it will affect the entire community (Attaullah, 2016). The initial human societies developed the 

informal justice system according to the provisions of their cultural traditions. There was not any 

prescribed and written manuscript of the law so the best available resources were used to settle the bilateral 

and inter-tribal disputes (Thakore, 2013).  

 

According to the anthropologists, the dispute is an umbrella term. It is referred as a multidisciplinary field 

in the conflict studies. Disputes include the meanings, emotions, symbols and rituals as well. There are 

disputes of minor nature, which affect the narrower scope. For example, the disputes between two 

individuals or among a few people (Auerbach, 1984). Such disputes are ordinary in nature that walk 

parallel in the routine of humans’ lives. Nevertheless, on the other side, there are some disputes, which 

have broader spans affect the larger communities. These disputes have broader consequences as well which 

may disrupt the peace and stability of the societies. For example, the inter-clan disputes in the traditional 

societies and international disputes in the modern world (Christos N Kyrou, 2008).  

 

Soon after the emergence of the human society, there rose different disputes among the people. The major 

indicators of the conflicts were money, land, power, natural resources and the ideological differences 

among the different groups of the people. These conflicts raised serious concerns about the stability of 

human society, which motivated to establish the justice system (Rajpurohit & Prakash 2015). These 

circumstances led to the development of the informal justice system in the different parts of the world like 

panchayat in India, punchayet, jirga and faislo in the rural areas of Pakistan, Meditation Committees in the 

Peoples’ Republic of China and Jirga in Afghanistan (Wardak, 2003).  

 

Defining Indigenous Justice System  
 

“The indigenous justice paradigm rests on the unwritten customary laws, traditions, and practices that are 

learned mainly by example and through the oral teachings of tribal elders”. 

 

The aforementioned definition clearly defines that any justice, which is unwritten and practiced informally, 

is called indigenous justice system. The local elite class plays significant role in this justice system because 

they are the extreme authorities in such system. Furthermore, the people are bound to obey the decisions 

made by the indigenous justice system, which is also known as the informal justice system. This system of 

justice is found across the globe mainly in the developing and poor countries where the feudalism still 
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exists. In Pakistan, the indigenous justice system is found in the form of Jirga, Fiaslo and the punchayet 

system.  

 

Flaws in Formal Justice System  

 

It makes sense that informal justice system was practiced in the traditional societies but when it comes to 

the modern world, many questions are raised that why this indigenous justice system is being practice. Now 

the formal justice is there so what are the reasons that led to exist the centuries old indigenous justice 

system in the modern world? The answer of these questions is simply given in the non-availability of the 

formal justice system. On the other hand, there are many flaws in the formal or modern justice system, 

which lead the inclination of the people towards the indigenous justice system. This section deals with the 

flaws in the formal justice system, which is why the indigenous justice is still being practiced in different 

areas of the world (Hoffman, 2008).  

 

The most critical flaw in the formal justice system is related with its structure. The formal justice system in 

Pakistan is outdated and since a long period of independence, little attention has been paid to the updating 

of its structure. It exits in the same form as it was developed by the British almost one and half century ago. 

These rewards and fines are given on the basis of legal provision of the 19
th

 century (Hussain, 2015).  

 

The formal justice system is so lengthy the people in the backward areas prefer to consult the indigenous 

system. The common people cannot bear the expenses such delayed justice. The majority of the common 

people do not have enough monetary resources to follow up their cases in the courts, which is another flaw 

in formal justice system (Akhter, 2016).  

 

The modern justice system is so expensive and takes times. The Pakistani people are mostly uneducated 

and lead simple lives so they also prefer the indigenous justice system, which is in their range. They know 

about the representatives of this justice system so they request them directly to gain justice. Despite, the 

elite and tribal dominance, the ordinary people prefer indigenous system (Farooqi, 2019).   

 

The formal justice system is confronted with many shortcomings and one of them is large blockage of 

cases. There are thousands and even the lacs of the cases pending at the different level i.e., police, jails and 

courts levels (McDougall, 2015). They people are waiting their cases to be heard at the court but it may 

take years for the final solution of the cases. All of the subordinate, high and supreme courts are 

overburdened, which is another flaw in the formal criminal justice system. The population are increasing 

day by day but the courts and hiring of the staff is not done in the same ratio, which is disturbing the formal 

justice and lingering on the process of justice (McKay, 2015).  

 

Another shortcoming of the formal justice system is related with the professional dishonesty. The written 

rules and regulation clearly explain the limits of the staff but these limits are just found in the written record 

because in actually the dishonesty is being practiced by the staff at all levels (Sheikh, 2019). The corruption 

is roaring that even the class four is earning huge money from the clients. Furthermore, the lawyers also 

have rude attitudes not only with the clients but also with the judges (Mukuki, 2016).  

 

Another flaw in the formal justice system is the limited access to the courts and judges. The courts are built 

on long distances, which are mainly established in the urban areas. Hence, the most of the rural community 

is ignored in the wake of the justice system (Mwihurih, 2015). Similarly, the marginalized communities 

also do not have the same access to the formal justice system. They physically, mentally and socially 

harassed which is why they prefer to the indigenous justice over the formal justice system (Shah, 2016).  

 

Research Objectives  
 

 To explain the indigenous justice system.  
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 To trace out the history of indigenous justice system with special reference to Pakistan. 

 To explain the structures of both Jirga and Punchayet in Pakistan. 

 To compare the Jirga and Punchayet systems in accordance to Pakistan. 

 To suggest the suitable recommendations regarding the indigenous justice system of Pakistan.  

 

Problem Statement  
 

There are two systems of providing justice i.e., formal and informal/indigenous. The formal justice system 

is based on well-established rules and regulations. It has proper structure and police and courts system. On 

the other hand, the informal/indigenous justice system lacks the same formal existence yet it is being 

practiced in the backward areas. The current study is focused to investigate the indigenous justice prevails 

in the Pakistani society. Furthermore, the indigenous justice is again divided into different systems but the 

current study is focused on exploring the roots and implications of jirga and punchayet system. The jirga 

and punchayet systems are two well-known indigenous systems yet there is need to explore their roots and 

implications of the same. This study is intended to see a comparison between jirga and punchayet systems.  

 

Significance of the Study  
 

This study is important in understanding the traditional ways of justice. It will highlight importance of the 

jirga and punchayet systems being practiced across the whole country. This study will also be helpful in 

pointing out the implications of the indigenous justice system mainly in the backward areas of Pakistan. At 

the same time, the present resent will important for the policy maker and legislators to overcome the flaws 

of the formal justice system because due to these flaws the indigenous justice system is being practiced. 

This study is also helpful in highlighting the dark sides of the indigenous justice system because the local 

elites and the tribal chiefs play key role where is zero representation of the ordinary people, which is 

against the democratic provisions of the country.  

 

Methods and Materials 
 

Before moving to other tools and techniques, it is important to highlight the importance of a research 

design in research. The research design plays a key role in conducting a primary or secondary research 

because it provides the foundations of the research according to the nature of the topic. The current 

research is based on the qualitative research design. As the researcher is intended to the explore the 

indigenous justice system of Pakistan being practiced in the different areas of the country, the qualitative 

research design is in the line of the topic. In a qualitative research design, the researcher explores the nature 

of the topic in details. It does not deal any quantitative data based on numbers, tables or bar graphs etc. it 

simply highlights the exploratory aspects of the topic so the qualitative research design was opted as the 

research design for the current research.  

 

Exploratory Research  

 

After choosing a broader research design, the next topic of attention of any researcher is related with the 

technique he/she is adopting in conducting research. The qualitative research design mostly adopts the 

exploratory technique, which is intended to explore the different aspects of any topic. As the researcher is 

focused to explore the indigenous justice system of the Pakistan, the exploratory technique is the most 

suitable way to cover the topic in different ways.  

 

Type of Data 

 

There are primarily two types of data i.e., primary and secondary. The primary data is collected through a 

tool developed by the researcher. The secondary data is a type of data, which is collected from the already 
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collected data. The present research is based on the secondary data, which was collected by the researcher 

from different secondary sources.  

 

Sources of Data  

 

There are different sources available for the secondary data collection but the researcher collected the 

secondary by adopting the following sources.  

 

 Books  

 Research journals/articles  

 Research reports  

 Seminars and conferences  

 Newspapers  

 Other online sources  

 

Findings of the study  
 

This section presents the findings of the study to show the comparison between panchayat and Jirga.  

 

Comparison on the Basis of Structure  

 

The foremost important point of comparison between jirga and punchayet is related with its structure. 

Following are some important points of both while incorporating the comparison between both of them.   

 

Parties  

 

In Jirga, there must be at least two, individuals, groups or parties in particular cases that have issues 

regarding any matter. By the same way, in a punchayet too there must be at least two confronting, 

individuals, groups, or parties (Idris, 2017).  

 

Issue/Dispute  

 

The existence of an issue or any matter is also necessary related to above-mentioned parties and groups. 

The nature of issue may vary jirga to jirga and punchayet to punchayet. Such issues or disputes may include 

economic matter, irrigation related issue, domestic issue or any other such dispute (Baras, 2004).  

 

Needs Solution  

 

Another important point of structure is related with the solution of the matters. There are multiple issues 

exists in a human society. Some of the issues are minor in nature but not needs any specific solution 

because they walk side by side of the normal life. On the other hand, there are many disputes and issues 

which require the urgent solution to avoid the major dispute (Kötter, 2015). For example, the matters 

related with divorce, division of property, distribution of forests, and other matters related with land etc. in 

both of the Jirga and Punchayet systems, such issues are addressed to resolve them on the possible 

available means and resources.  

 

Consensus  

 

There must be a consensus among/between the related parties to settle the issues. All of the parties first 

agree to settle the issue then report to a jirga or punchayet. If they all are not willing, the decision cannot be 

made in the absence of any body either in jirga or in a punchayet system.  
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Jirga or Punchayet  

 

After fulfilling all of the above-mentioned requirements, the parties consult a punchayet or jirga and 

appoint the members of the indigenous system through their mutual consensus. In majority of the cases of 

jirga and punchayet the same members are involved because the jirgas and the punchayets are related to a 

specific local residence where there are a few members of elite or tribal class that chair the jirga or 

punchayets. However, in some of the cases, if the parties have reservations regarding the members, they 

appoint the members through the mutual consensus, which settle their issues (Kunesh, 2007). In the end, it 

is found from the aforementioned discussion that the structure of both jirga and punchayet is almost similar. 

Both of the jirga and punchayet follow the same steps to make a decision regarding any issue.  

 

Comparison on Members’ Conditions  

 

Like the structure, the conditions for the recruitment of the members of both jirga and punchayet are also 

concern of the researcher so that similarities and differences might be disclosed. Following are some of the 

important points, which are incorporated during the selection of the members of both jirga and punchayet.  

 

Senior Citizens 

 

Both jirga and punchayet’s members are mostly senior citizens. Under the Jirga system, it is one of the 

basic requirements that member must have Speen Gheeri (white beard man) which shows that he must be 

aged one. In the similar way, the punchayets are also mostly headed by aged people because they have long 

experience of the disputes’ settlements. This is why both jirga and punchayet are based on the senior 

citizens (Mahmood, 1994).  

 

Reputation  

 

The members of the indigenous system must hold positive reputation in the society. This is another pre-

condition for selecting a member of jirga or punchayet system. The respective parties first see the 

reputation of the members in the society then decide either they should be chosen for jirga and punchayet 

or not. So, this is another point of similarity between jirga and punchayet system (Mahmood et al, 2018). 

 

Knowledge  

 

Another condition for selecting the member of indigenous system in Pakistan is having knowledge. All of 

the members of jirga and punchayets must have knowledge of interpretation, disputes, local laws and 

cultural traditions. They should also have the knowledge about the Islamic teachings so that they may quote 

the same where it necessary (Nyamu-Musembi, 2003).  

 

Critical thinking  

 

The members of informal justice system also should have ability of the critical thinking. Such thinking 

enables them to interpret the issues and disputes according to their nature. This is also helpful in making 

decisions according to the actual data (Rathore, 2015).  

 

Powerful  

 

The members of the jirga and punchayets mostly belong to the powerful segments of the society. Therefore, 

before selecting a member it is also keenly either noted that the members are powerful or not because being 

powerful in the society will ensure the parties to abide by the decisions made by the jirga or punchayet 

(Rehman, 2002). 
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Elite Class 

 

Normally, the member of jirga and punchayets belong to the elite class. The common people bring their 

disputes before them and they settle such issues on the available and suitable resources.  

 

Impartiality  

 

Another important condition of selecting the members, it is important to note that the members either have 

fame of impartiality or not because the impartiality can only make valid decisions based on the data 

(Roberts, 2004).  

 

Religiosity 

 

The sense of religiosity is mainly noted in the members of Jirga because jirga is normally composed of 

such member who have strong sense of religiosity. In many cases, the jirga is also held in hujra of mosque, 

which shows connection with religiosity. On the other hand, the most of the members of punchayets also 

have the same but intensity is not as much as it is found in the jirga.    

 

Comparison based on Disputes  

 

Like many other aspects, the researcher also focused on the disputes incorporated in both jirga and 

punchayet systems in Pakistan to make a comparison between the both. Both of the above mentioned are 

indigenous justice system’s categories widely practiced in the tribal and backward areas of Pakistan. 

Following are the major disputes settled by the jirga and punchayet system ranging from the civil to 

criminal disputes.  

 

Domestic Violence  

 

Domestic violence is found in every society either it developed or under-developed. The intensity of this 

violence may vary from society to society and region to region. In the case of Pakistan, both Jirga and 

Punchayets are mainly adopted as a source of justice in the backward areas. The domestic violence is the 

routine matter of such areas so the indigenous justice system of Pakistan mainly deals with the issues 

related to the domestic violence where women are targeted primarily (Sander, 1985).  

 

Marriage Related Issues  

 

The marriage is a social institution being practiced across the globe so the issues related to marriage are 

found in the same boundaries. In the urban areas, the educated people consult with the courts for their 

marriage related issued but on the other hand, the people in traditional and tribal areas largely consult the 

jirga and punchayet system. The matter of refusal of the proposal has sometimes reaction of “Ghugg” 

where the refused boy fires Infront of the girls’ house to declare her as his wife or something like that 

(Shinwari, 2015). In the modern period, such traditions are widely unacceptable that jirgas are called to 

resolve the matters of the Ghugg. Likewise, the punchayets also deal with the marriage and divorce related 

matters widely across the Punjab. Mainly the powerful and influential members of the society, which 

sometimes links with honor killing matters as well, sort out the issues of marriage.   

 

Property Division  

 

The matters of property division are also incorporated by the indigenous justice system. Such property 

related disputes are also found in all societies but the nature of property may vary. For example, the main 

property related matter is division of hereditary lands after the death of head of family. Hence, the matters 

related with division of property are also sorted out by both jirga and punchayets (Irfan, 2012).  
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Criminal Issues  

 

Where this is human society, there are criminal issues too which walk parallel with the other social matters 

of life. Again, both jirga and the punchayets also settle the criminal issues like robbery etc. in every society, 

there are deviant groups that walk against the normative structure of the society and commit crimes. Due to 

the unavailability of the formal justice system, such criminal cases are also sorted out by the jirgas and 

punchayets. Such criminals are granted different types of sentences according to the nature of crime 

(Bikhari & Ramzan, 2013).  

 

Matters Related to Agriculture  

 

Pakistan is an agricultural land and more than 60% of the population is associated with the agricultural 

fields. There are rose many issues related to agriculture like distribution of water and pathways in the 

fields. Such minor issues may cause about the major disputes even the murder so the jirgas and punchayets 

also settle such agriculture related issues too (Zakar et al, 2014).  

 

Issues of Forest Distribution  

 

The tribals area of NWFP are largely based on the forests. These forests and mountains are properties of the 

local people, which also causes of different disputes. Such forests and mountains related issues are mainly 

incorporated by the jirga because the punchayet system is mainly practiced in the Punjab. 

 

Murders  

 

The traditional and tribal social life is mainly affected by the enmity, which has become the cultural 

tradition of the Pakistani society. Although this is a negative ritual, it is taken widely throughout the 

Pakistani society. Hence, both of the jirga and punchayets are strive to solve the disputes regarding the 

murders and enmity in Pakistan (Critelli, 2010).  

 

Inter-Tribe Issues  

 

The tribal areas of Pakistan are divided into different tribes like Bugti, Murry, dureshek, etc. in many cases 

there rose issues between the larger tribes and for sorting the inter-tribes’ matters, the jirgas are held so that 

the matters of the dispute may be overcome.  

 

Positive and Negative Attributes  

 

The indigenous justice system is being practiced in the traditional societies across the globe. The practice of 

this indigenous/informal justice system in such advanced age presents that still this justice system is 

popular among the different segments of the society. The mixed perception is associated with this 

indigenous justice system as it has both positive and negative attributes (Irfan, 2012).  

 

Positive Attributes 

 

This section deals with the positive points of the indigenous/informal justice system. Following are some a 

few positive key points associated with the indigenous justice system i.e., jirga and punchayet system.  

 

Dispute Settlements  

 

The most important positive attribute of the jirga and punchayet system is the settlement of the disputes. 

The people of far-flung areas have limited access to the formal justice system, which established in the 
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urban areas far away from such communities. Hence, the jirga and punchayets both resolve the issues of the 

people at their communities’ level (Jilani & Ahmed, 2004).  

 

Local Level Justice  

 

Both jirga and punchayets provide the access to the justice at the local level. All of the participating 

members of the punchayets and jirgas are related to the same locality from where the parties of disputes 

belong. Therefore, it helps to settle their disputes at the local level. 

 

Saves Time  

 

The indigenous justice system saves much of the time of the parties because the formal justice system is so 

lengthy and complicated. On contrary, the indigenous justice system solves the issues within days, which 

saves the time. 

 

Saves Money  

 

Like saving time, the local justice system also saves the monetary resources, which are consumed in the 

formal justice system. The parties have to hire a legal advisor or lawyer, which takes on their cases in the 

courts. The legal advisors or lawyers charge huge money, which is saved through the indigenous justice 

system.  

 

Easily Reachable  

 

The jirga and punchayets are easily available for the local communities. Any individual who has a dispute 

consults the jirga or punchayet, which is respective to his locality. Hence, the jirgas and punchayets are 

easily reachable which is another positive attribute of the indigenous justice system and enhances the 

importance of jirgas and punchayets in Pakistan.  

 

Decision Binding 

 

Like the forma justice system, the local or indigenous justice system also provides the decision binding 

solutions of the disputes. The incorporating parties are bound to abide by the decision made by the jirga or 

punchayet. If the any party violates the decision, severe sanctions are imposed on that particular individual 

or group.   

 

Negative Attributes  

 

On the one side, the indigenous justice system is portrayed in the positive ways while one the other hand, 

there are also some weaknesses or negative points associated with the indigenous justice system. Following 

are some of the negative attributes linked with the jirga and punchayet systems in Pakistan.  

 

Elite Monopoly  

 

The key negative attribute due to which the jirga and punchayets are mainly criticized is the monopoly of 

the elite class. All of the members of jirgas and punchayets belong to the well to do families that are 

basically the influential families of the respective areas. They are not questionable before the civil 

community so they make decisions according to their own (Mahmood & Ashfaq, 2018).  
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Exploitation  

 

In most of the cases, the local communities are exploited by the jirgas and punchayets when the dispute is 

related with the elite class. They make decisions according to their wishes and severe sentences are 

imposed on the ordinary people who cannot stand in front of their decisions. There are many examples, 

where the poor people are humiliated without any reason in front of the whole society. The women are 

allowed to be raped even in some cases i.e., Mukhatara Mai case. Hence, the poor people are exploited by 

the jirgas and punchayets in Pakistan  

 

No Legal Status  

 

Another flaw in the indigenous justice system is found in the form of legal status that both jirga and 

punchayets have not legal status in the justice system of Pakistan. This indigenous system is largely based 

on the traditional and cultural values and beliefs. Many of the local and international organizations have 

raised their concerns about the indigenous justice system of Pakistan. 

 

Partiality  

 

Lastly, the partiality is another negative attribute linked with the jirga and punchayet system in Pakistan. 

The elite class enjoys the extreme power over the jirga and punchayets so they also make partial decisions, 

which is another flaw of the indigenous justice in Pakistan (Shinwari, 2015).  

 

Gender Discrimination  

 

The jirga and punchayets are largely based on the gender discrimination, as the members of both jirga and 

punchayet are male only. There is not a single female member in this indigenous justice system. 

Furthermore, this male dominated indigenous justice system makes decisions of the women too, which is 

again the gender discrimination. In many cases, such jirgas and punchayet allow to commit the crime of 

honor killing, rape and murder of the women too (HRCP, 2017).  

 

Criticism  

 

The jirga and punchayet systems are highly criticized by the national and international organizations of 

human rights. This indigenous justice system is violating the provisions of human rights. The Amnesty 

International and NGOs have expressed serious reservations regarding the jirga and punchayets system in 

Pakistan (HRCP, 2017).  

 

Discussion  
 

The whole of the above explanation reveals that indigenous justice system is largely being practiced across 

the different regions of Pakistan. Jirga is widely practiced in the NWFP areas while the punchayet system 

mainly observed in the Punjab province especially in the rural areas. It was found from the above-

mentioned details that both jirga and punchayet have a lot of similarities. Both of the jirga and punchayets 

are striving for the solution of the local disputes at the respective levels. The local elites mainly dominate 

the jirga and punchayet. They decisions made by the jirga and punchayet are bound to both incorporating 

parties. Both of them are criticized mainly in gender discrimination because there is no representation of 

the females in both jirga and punchayet system. There are only a few points which both of them very from 

each other. For example, the jirga is more comprehensive indigenous system than the punchayets because 

the jirgas vary according to the nature of the disputes from local jirga to qowmi jirga and furthermore the 

loya jirga. On the other hand, punchayet does not have any such specific types. Similarly, jirga deals with 

the division of mountains and forests, which are related to NWFP areas whereas the punchayet does not 
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deal any such matter. Resultantly, both jirga and punchayet are assigned the duties of doing justice at local 

level and both have assigned both positive and negative attributes.  

 

Conclusion  
 

The conclusion is presented in accordance to the objectives of the study. The first objective was related to 

indigenous justice system. So, in accordance to the findings of the study an indigenous system is based on 

the cultural traditions and rituals which is established to grant justice services at the grass-root level. 

Second objective was related with the indigenous justice system in relation with Pakistan which found that 

primarily there are three types of the indigenous justice system being practiced in Pakistan i.e., jirga mainly 

in NWFP region, Punchayet primarily in the Punjab and Faislo chiefly in the Sindh. Third objective was 

related with the structures of both jirga and punchayet so the study found that jirga is based on a few 

members that are selected according to the criteria specified by the local people. They are called Jigrees 

that are normally pious, religious, tribal chiefs and have knowledge about the laws and Islamic teachings. 

At the same time, the punchayet is based on five members but in practice it is not necessary that there must 

be five members of punchayet. The members of the punchayet also have the same criteria of jirga to fulfill 

to be recruited. Lastly, the comparison of both jirga and punchayet reported that both of them have almost 

same conditions and practices followed by jirga and punchayet.  
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