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Abstract 

The vast majority of Pakistani people rely on agriculture to make a living. Pakistan is a water-stressed 

country. As a lower riparian country, Pakistan is facing water conflicts with its neighbors. In addition to 

the Indus River, the Kabul River plays a significant role in Pakistan's geography and economy. A plan of 

the Afghanistan government to build reservoirs on the Kabul River with India's technical and financial 

support will adversely affect Pakistan. The study will focus on the building of dams on the Kabul River as 

well as the Indian hegemonic strategy to support dam building on the Kabul River that flows into Pakistan, 

and its implications for Pakistan in detail. 
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Introduction 
 

Being a lower riparian country, Pakistan has disputes with its neighboring countries India on the eastern 

side and Afghanistan on its western side. India is building many of its water projects which will harm 

Pakistan is a clear violation of IWT. India now wants to extend its wicked designs (controlling and 

manipulating water sources) to river the Kabul to drain Pakistan, helping the Afghan government in the 

construction of dams on the Kabul River. That India financed dams would seriously harm Pakistan's 

agriculture and its economy (Bakhshi et al., 2011). The proposed study will analyze it in hegemonic 

perspective and its implications for Pakistan in detail. This research suggests recommendations to resolve 

the issue harmoniously between the two riparian states. This study has the following objective:  

 

 The research shows the Indian hegemonic plan of supporting Afghanistan in constructing water 

dams on River Kabul and how those dams could harm Pakistan. 

 

Water Politics  

 

The term water politics describes how a country uses water to formulate policies for a particular country. 

"Water politics" refers to political strategy or diplomacy that is significantly influenced by the rising need 

for and supply of water. The human population continues to grow at an alarming rate resulting in a decrease 

in water Supplies. Thus, water scarcity has the potential to create conflict between countries. World politics 

are increasingly concerned about water in the 21st century, which has exacerbated intra-state relations. 

Water politics is the proposed use of water as a tool to gain control over the access and use of water in 

flowing rivers, dams, and lakes between two countries (Bengali, 2003). 
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Water Politics in South Asia (Pak-India water disputes) 
 

South Asia’s topography is varied, with rivers not being exclusive to one country, but instead flowing 

across borders. This has created issues in water distribution, resulting in water resource having become a 

source of social, political, and economic tension between the nations of the area. If there is an issue 

affecting bilateral relations between the countries of the subcontinent, it is water. Pak-India Water politics 

is the direct product of the unfair distribution of land and water resources during the partition by the British 

to Pakistan and India (Iyer, 2008).   Shortly after the 1947 separation, disagreements arose among the 

newly formed country regarding how best to manage and run the largest integrated and unitary irrigation 

network. The situation was compounded by the presence of the source river of the Indus basin, which 

allowed India to establish its claim to the water. A water treaty was signed between India and Pakistan on 

19 September 1960. By the treaty, Pakistan gained control over three western rivers, River Chenab, Indus, 

and Jhelum, as well as River Beas, Ravi, and Sutlej (Naqvi, 2013). India is building the Kishan Ganga dam 

in violation of the Indus water treaty. Kishan Ganga dam is located 5km north of Jammu and Kashmir, with 

330MW of capacity, and intended to divert water from Kishan Ganga River into the Jhelum River basin for 

power production. Located downstream of the Kishan Ganga, the Neelum Jhelum hydropower plant is 

being constructed by the Pakistani government. The Kishan Ganga Project will divert a portion of the 

Neelum River from Pakistan, could reduce power generation at the Neelum-Jhelum Hydropower Plant. 

India government is lying the project will divert 10 percent of the river's flow contrary to the actual figures 

of 33 percent. The International Court of Arbitration ruled in 2013 that India should maintain 9 cusecs of 

natural flow in the Kishan Ganga River. India has not complied with the decision of the highest court. 

Water scarcity is a problem in Pakistan. India intentionally creates scarcity of water for Pakistan in order to 

harm the country. In the past, India has sought to establish its hegemony in the region by controlling water 

sources and undermining its neighbors' agricultural economies. 

 

With its two-pronged approach, India uses water as powerful weapon against Pakistan in a lethal way. By 

constructing dams on the rivers flowing to Pakistan, it first wants to take water control. As Pakistan’s 

economy is agriculture based reliant on Indus and its tributaries. India is able to control water flow as it 

sees fit to upstream dams. Seconds, it changes the course of the river during the monsoon, sending an 

excessive amount of water towards Pakistan, causing floods and devastation. Concerns are growing as the 

Indian government will not only control the water flow, but is also working on 17 power projects on River 

Chenab and 16 such projects on river Jehlum. On the Jehlum River India has built four large and 16 small 

dams out of 62 that will be build on the Chenab and Jehlum Rivers. Furthermore India is constructing a 

huge dam on the Indus River in Kargil that will prevent 45 percent of the water from flowing to Pakistan. It 

is against the Indus water agreement. India broke the Indus Basin agreement and its pledges, did not abide 

by international treaties, and disobeyed United Nation Resolutions. Pakistan would no longer receive its 

fair shares of water as India aims to carry out its plan to limit water supply to Pakistan as soon as possible. 

Pakistan situation will deteriorate as a result of the drought. Moreover, Pakistan might be flooded in 48 

hours if India opens the gates of these illegal dams (Brennan, 2008). 

 

Use of River Kabul as instrument against Pakistan  

 

The Central and South Asian regions are experiencing an upsurge in boundary water disputes as a result of 

rising water demand. Particularly in arid and semi arid regions like Pakistan, India, Afghanistan, etc., which 

already experience water and food shortages, so water stress has emerged as serious danger. As a lower 

state Pakistan, obtains water through Indus, Chenab and Jehlum rivers from its eastern neighbor India and 

through River Kabul on western neighbor country Afghanistan. Which due to the lack of the control over 

the water needed to irrigate, huge sections of the country leave the state especially venerable to water 

stress.  Afghanistan consists of four basins:  

 

1) North,  

2) West,  
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3) Southwest, and 

 4) East Kabul River 

 

Pakistan and Afghanistan share the Kabul river. It enters Pakistan from Khyber agency and join the mighty 

Indus river 80 km downstream at Attock. 

 

In Kabul River Pakistan has a unique position both upstream and downstream country. As an Upper stream 

the Chitral River originate in Pakistan, enters the Kunar province of Afghanistan and later join the Kabul 

river at Jalalabad. The Kabul River flows in to Pakistan, and thus Pakistan is the lower reaches of the river. 

The Kabul river basin has divided in to: Loghar Upper Kabul, Lower Kabul and Punjshir. The Loghar 

upper Kabul has an average flow of 25 percent, while Punjshir supplies 14 percent. The majority of the 

river’s yearly flow originates from the lower Kabul and its principle tributaries. Pakistan receives 

approximately 16.5 million acres feet of its water. India wants to extend its wicked designs (controlling and 

manipulating water sources) to the river Kabul to drain Pakistan. India is helping Afghanistan to build 

water dams on the Kabul river and its tributaries flow towards Pakistan. These initiatives consist of 

building dams, producing electricity, constructing flood control infrastructure and expending irrigation 

systems. Upon receiving an approval from Afghanistan India has completed plan to construct a dam on the 

Kabul River and has established Kama Hydroelectric project using 0.5 MAF Pakistan’s Water. These 

projects would have adverse implications for Pakistan (Khalid, 2011). 

 

Implications for Pakistan 
 

One of the most developed and utilised shared water resources is the Kabul River. The Kabul River basin is 

an essential source of life and livelihood for the cross-border population. Using River Kabul as a tool 

against Pakistan will have negative implications for Pakistan. Some of these are the following: 

 

Impacts on Agriculture and Irrigation 
 

Kabul River has a leading role in the agricultural sector of other central districts of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa 

Charsadda and Nowshera. Most of the population of these districts depends on agriculture and uses the 

water of the Kabul River for irrigation and farming (Razzaq, 2018, November 25). If Afghanistan dams up 

the Kabul River or its tributaries, the Khyber Pakhtunkhwa province, in general, and the three big districts 

of Peshawar, Charsadda, and Nowshera, in particular, will have negative impacts (Nafees, Zahidullah & 

Khan, 2016).  

 

Impact on economy  

 

Agriculture is the backbone of Pakistan's economy. Kabul River System (KRS) has played a great role in 

the economic development of Pakistan. River Kabul is the lifeline for the agrarian-based economy of the 

surrounding area. Taping the water of river Kabul could affect the agriculture of the surrounding area of 

river Kabul. That could have negative impacts on Pakistan's economy too (Nafees, Zahidullah & Khan, 

2016).  

 

Impacts on the Power Generation of Warsak Dam 
 

Pakistan constructed Warsak Dam with a 160 MW power generation capacity. But over time, its generation 

power has decreased. Don the construction of those dams will decrease its water flow which Interns will 

reduce the generation rate. Pakistan is already suffering from an energy shortage and going through an 

energy crisis. That will have a severe negative impact and can enhance energy crises. 
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Flooding 

 

Being upper riparian during flash floods, Afghanistan will release large volumes of water in to rivers that 

may cause flooding in the regions and even can sink most of the areas of KPK, district Peshawar, district 

Noshehra and district Charsadda. 

 

India Hydro Hegemony in the Region 
 

The primary concern for Pakistan is that these dams will prevent an essential water supply from flowing in 

to the Indus river from its western river (River Kabul). That will make India a Hydrohegemon country in 

the region. The involvement of India in the construction of dams on Kabul River will trigger conflict 

between Pakistan and Afghanistan As well as Pakistan and India. 

 

Conclusion  
 

The Central and South Asian regions facing an increase in water conflicts as a result of rising water 

demand. In Afghanistan, Pakistan and India, etc., water stress has turned into serious a threat. As a lower 

riparian Pakistan, is vulnerable to water stress as a result of lack of control over water needed for irrigation. 

India is able to manipulate the water to the upstream dams and release too much water during the monsoons 

toward Pakistan, causing flooding and destruction. India now wants to extend its wicked designs 

(controlling and manipulating water sources) to river Kabul, to drain Pakistan by financing Afghanistan in 

the construction of dams on river Kabul. Until now, the flow of the river uninterrupted, but once 

Afghanistan plan implemented, it would enable Afghanistan to interrupt water supply to Indus River by 

withholding water when required for irrigation and releasing water would cause flood in Pakistan. 

 

Recommendations  
 

To resolve water disputes and to bring peace, security, and stability in the region, there are some 

suggestions and recommendations including:  

 

 The Government of Pakistan should consider a bilateral water-sharing agreement with Afghanistan that 

protects its interests as a subordinate state. The agreement should be such that water is equally, 

distributed without harming each other. 

 Proper awareness-raising campaigns are needed on the theme of water is not a political tool for  the 

stakeholders, masses, and countries. 

 Promoting effective communication over areas of genuine disagreement.  

 Mutual, need to share water may be used to help forge peaceful cooperation between societal groups. 
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