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Abstract 

This study aimed to analyze the English textbooks at higher secondary level with respect to ethical values. 

The primary focus of the study was to explore the existence of ethical values in the textbooks of English at 

higher secondary level with relation to National Curriculum for English Language Grades I – XII. The 

study's objectives were to discover ethical values expressed in English textbooks published by the Punjab 

textbook Board in light of the national curriculum of 2006. This study was conducted by using qualitative 

content analysis method. Qualitative data were tabulated and analyzed through thematic analysis of data 

driven from the textbooks. Major findings and conclusions of the study revealed that content about 

tolerance was reflected to some extent in English textbooks. It is concluded that content about patience, 

empathy and justice was incorporated at very satisfactory level in English textbooks. Study concludes that 

to some extent content about honesty was incorporated in English textbooks. Content bout equity was 

reflected rarely in English textbooks. It is concluded that content about humanism was incorporated at 

satisfactory level. At some places ethical values were reflected in the contents of both English textbooks of 

higher secondary level. 

 

Keywords: Social Values, Textbooks, Students, Learning, Society, Tolerance, Patience, Empathy, Honesty, 

Justice, Equity and Humanism, Teachers. 

  
 

Introduction 
 

In the teaching and learning process, values and ethics are inextricably linked, particularly when it comes to 

content delivery. The Pakistani government has placed a strong focus on the creation of ethical principles in 

the national curriculum. Which reflects in the contents of English textbooks of 11
th

 and 12
th

 respectively. 

With the development of ethical values in the contents of textbooks, we can develop ethics in learners, 

since ethical values are essential for the character growth of individuals in society, it is essential to promote 

ethical values in textbook material, and teachers will help with this because they are the most important 

factor in the development of ethical values in students (Waterbury, 2015). 

 

The Ethical Development is a significant topic derived from Jean Piaget's theory of moral reasoning. This 

theory teaches us that ethics begin in early childhood and that a variety of factors influence ethical values. 

Ethics are well-established standards that make moral sense; ethics will influence actions and give 

individuals maturity (Safatly, 2017). 
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The National Education Policy (NEP, 2009) supports the integration of ethical values into curricula. The 

existing educational method focuses solely on the narration of knowledge, and the creation of ethical 

principles is not considered part of the content or education. The school or college should make certain that 

no student faces an ethical issue or ethical question, both theoretically and practically, and this can be 

accomplished by ethical improvement of curriculum material (Robelia, 2015). Textbooks are important for 

the creation of ethical principles in students at all levels of education. Learning institutions make a 

significant contribution in this regard (Frederiksen, 2013).  

 

Textbooks describe what is natural and illustrate the ethical principles that should be upheld in society. 

Since ideology is focused on thinking, and thoughts are derived from textbooks, textbooks are an important 

source for shaping national ideologies (Naseem, 2016). The number of books about ethical development in 

textbooks is increasing by the day; in particular, several books have been written in this decade that 

concentrate on various types of ethical values in textbooks. If we believe this, ethical principles are 

required in our daily lives, and it is then appropriate to investigate how certain ethical values and characters 

are constructed in education system. Such type of studies increase our practical understanding about ethical 

values and it needs to keep in mind that these ethical values can be developed in different disciplines and 

methodologies (Banks, 2012).  

 

Statement of the Problem 
 

The clear instructions are available in the National Curriculum (2006) for authors and curriculum 

developers to incorporate ethical values in the textbooks of English from Grade I- XII. These ethical values 

including; tolerance, patience, empathy, honesty, justice, equity and humanism. Likewise ethical values are 

observed in the practical classroom settings. English language is taught as a compulsory subject form grade 

one to graduation level. A question arises that what ethical values are promoted through teaching of English 

language. Therefore, researcher developed interest in the area and attempted to find out the ethical values 

reflected in the textbooks meant for Higher Secondary Level in the Punjab province. The simple enquiry of 

this study is to gauge out the existence of ethical values in the textbooks of English at higher secondary 

level with relation to National Curriculum for English Language Grades I – XII (2006). 

 

Objective of the Study  
 

The study revolves around the single objective that is: To find out ethical values reflected in the textbooks 

of English developed by Punjab textbook Board in the light of National Curriculum 2006.  

 

Research Questions 
 

RQ1: What types of ethical values are reflected in the Textbooks of English developed in the light of 

National curriculum 2006? 

 

RQ2: To what extent ethical values included in the English textbooks match with the national curriculum 

2006? 

 

Significance of the Study 
 

The findings of this study might be helpful for curriculum and textbook developers for incorporation of 

ethical values in the contents of English textbooks. The findings of this study would be guidelines for 

authorities to take notice about the lack of ethical values in English textbooks at HSSC level. This study 

would be helpful for increasing the knowledge of researchers about ethical values. On the other hand, the 

study will have great value for researcher as a student, further, this study is an effort to explore the 

existence of ethical values in English textbooks. 
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Literature Review 
 

The aim of the study was to look into the ethical principles in the Punjab Text Book Board's English 

textbooks for HSSC students. The government has established standards for textbook publishing in order to 

include ethical principles in textbooks for the development of students' character. It will be immensely 

useful in preserving a stable society. Every country's backbone is education, and students are the nation's 

future. Without high-quality schooling, it is impossible to develop high-quality human capital for future 

advancement. Education is regarded as a precious gift from parents and teachers to students. 

 

The ultimate aims of education are to help students grow socially, cognitively, and emotionally. A well-

educated student will be able to take advantage of better opportunities in all areas of life and will have a 

promising future in society. Textbooks are the cornerstone of the global education system. The ethical 

principles expressed in textbooks can play an important role in the development of learners' actions and can 

aid in the development of their character. 

 

Defining and Explaining Textbook  
 

A textbook is a book that provides extensive knowledge about a topic for people who are learning it. Many 

academics believe that a textbook refers to the instructional materials used in the classroom. Here are some 

textbook definitions: “A textbook is a book that is used in schools or colleges to teach a subject” (American 

Heritage Dictionary 2000) “The key concepts of a topic are contained in a book” (Chambers English 

Dictionary) In a technical sense, a textbook is a teaching tool that aids students in acquiring knowledge; it 

is used for reading and activity in classrooms from grade 4 onwards. 

 

Ethical values and Islam 

 

Human beings are endowed with intelligence and free will, as well as a higher status than other creatures; 

as a result of these qualities, they are required to live lives based on morality and ethical principles. This 

world will become a place of peace and love if everyone demonstrates the highest morals and ethical 

values. Islam is a total code of life that provides its followers with a detailed collection of ethical principles. 

The personality of Allah's Prophet (PBUH) embodied perfect moral ideals and serves as an inspiration for 

all Muslims throughout history. Allah says in the Holy Quran “And indeed, you are of a great moral 

character.” [Quran, 68:4]. The Islam deals with truthfulness, watchfulness, piety, uprightness, steadfastness, 

being good to others, kindness, equality, mercy, peace, modesty, sympathy and patience. These mentioned 

values are the code of life for the believers, as Islam is not only name of worship; the main thing is 

spending exemplary life in the world (Awan, 2015).  

 

Research Methodology & Design 
 

The Qualitative research Design was adopted by the researcher for this study. Two English textbooks were 

taken as source of data for data collection, table of indicators and variables was designed and total number 

of ethical values was seven, for every ethical value six indicators were defined with the help of supervisor, 

which proved very helpful for thematic analysis (Creswell, 2008). All chapters of first year and second year 

English textbooks were selected as a source of data for contents analysis with respect to ethical values 

(tolerance, patience, empathy, honesty, justice, equity and humanism). Table of operationalized indicators 

and variables was developed for qualitative data collection from textbooks (Picciano, 2004).  

 

Data Collection 

 

With the aid of a table of variables and metrics, the researcher gathered qualitative data (Appendix: 1). 

Related text and themes were extracted from the targeted sample by matching the indicators. Thematic 

analysis was used to interpret qualitative data, which included reading the lessons and matching the text 
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and themes to variables and indicators. Every extracted text or theme was given a score based on the 

values, and the frequencies of the values were noted. 

 

A well-known Case Western Reserve University professor who explained the concepts of thematic analysis 

in his book Thematic Analysis and Code Creation (1998). Thematic analysis, according to Dr. Boyatzis, is 

a method of "encoding qualitative information." Thematic analysis, which is used during problem framing, 

aids researchers in moving from a general reading of the data to finding trends and framing a particular 

research issue. Thematic analysis is a technique used by researchers to obtain insight and information from 

data. (Boyatzis, 1998) 

 

Process for Thematic Analysis  

 

1. Collecting data 

2. Coding data 

3. Coding validation 

4. Themes/frameworks identification 

5. Information consolidation, finalizing theme names  

 

Qualitative research thematic analysis are very common, because by thematic analysis it is very easy to 

focus and examining of themes. 

 

Data Analysis 
 

Thematic analysis was used to interpret qualitative data (textbooks) by reading the lessons and comparing 

the text and themes with variables and indicators. Every extracted text or theme was assigned (codes) one 

score against each value, themes were established and names of the themes were finalised in every field, 

frequencies were noted with repetition of the values, and each lesson was finally given one score. All of 

this was done on a separate MS Excel spreadsheet. Conclusions were made based on qualitative data 

interpretation and conclusions. 

 

Table 1: for values in First year lessons 

S.No Lesson 

name 

Tolerance Patience Empathy Honesty Justice Equity Humanism 

1 Button, 

Button  3 5  1  5 

2 Clearing  in 

The Sky 4 1  3 2 2 3 

3 Dark They 

were And 

Golden 

Eyed 2 6 3 1 1  2 

4 Thank you 

,Mam 1  7 2 4 1 11 

5 The Piece of 

String  6  4 3   

6 The Reward 3 6 1 1 1  1 

7 The Use of 

Force   3    3 

8 The 

Gulistan of 

Sadi  1 2  3  2 

9 The Foolish 1  1     
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Quack 

10 A Mild 

Attack of 

Locusts  7 1     

11 I Have A  

Dream 2 3 4  5   

12 The Gift of 

the  Magi 1 3 2  2  10 

13 God be 

Praised 5 7 9 1 4 3 13 

14 Overcoat 1 3 3  1 1 4 

15 The Angle 

and 

Author...and 

others  2 0  3 

1 

 

6 

 

 
Total 

Frequency 

Tolerance

=20 

Patience

= 48 

Empathy= 

41 

Honesty 

=12 

Justice 

=30 

Equity 

=8 

Humanism

=60 

 %ages 

Of values in 

chapters 60% 80% 80% 40% 80% 33% 73% 

 

Values in 

chapters 9 12 12  12 5 11 

 

All the chapters of English text book of first year were studied keenly and ethical values related material 

was extracted from the text and coding sheet was developed for denoting the frequencies of values. Number 

of the chapters was 15 due to which all the extracted stances were multiplied with the number mentioned 

above, according to this tolerance was 60%, patience 80%, empathy 80%, honesty 40%, justice 80%, equity 

33% and humanism was 73%. To make it easy to understand all this data is shown in the graph given 

below. 

 

 
Figure 1: Over all %age of ethical values in 1

st
 year English textbook (PTB) 
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Second year English textbook analysis 

 

Table 2: for Values in Second Year Lessons 

S.No Lesson name Tolerance Patience Empaty Honesty Justie Equiy Humanism 

01 The Dying sun     1   

02 Using the Scientific….     1 1  

03 Why Boys Fail in 

College 

   2 6  3 

04 End of Term  3   1 1 7 

05 On Destroying  Books   3 2 1   

06 The Man Who was A 

Hos. 

 1  2 1   

07 My Financial  career 4   2    

08 China’s way To 

Progress 

 1  1   8 

09 Hunger And 

Population.. 

 3 3     

10 The  Jewel of the world  1 1  3 2 7 

11 First Year At Harrow   4     

12 Hitch –Hiking 

Across… 

 8 2    5 

13 Sir Alexander Fleming       4 

14 Louis Pasteur 2     2 3 

15 Mustafa Kamal 2    2  3 

 Total Frequency Tolerance

=8 

Patience

=17 

Empath

y=13 

Honesty

=9 

Justic

e=16 

Equity

=6 

Humanism

=40 

 Percentages of values 

reflected in Chapters 

20% 40% 33% 33% 53% 26% 53% 

 Values in Chapters  3 6 5 5 8 4 8 

 

All the chapters of English textbook of second year were studied keenly and ethical values related material 

was extracted from the text and coding sheet was developed for denoting the frequencies of values. Number 

of the chapters was 15 due to which all the extracted stances were multiplied with the number mentioned 

above, according to this the themes about tolerance was 20% ,patience 40%, empathy 33%, honesty 33%, 

justice 53%, equity 26% and humanism was 53%. To make it easy to understand all this data is shown in 

the graph given below 
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Figure 2:  Over all %age of ethical values in 2nd year English textbook (PTB) 

 

In Figure2 all details are given about the contribution of English textbook for ethical values, in which data 

about tolerance was found 20%, patience 40%, empathy 33%, honesty 33%, justice 53%, equity 23% and 

humanism 53% was noted. 

 

Findings  
 

Following findings of study were derived with respect to the objectives of the study from the collection and 

analysis of the data. 

 

1-During the study of first year English textbooks, 20 instances were taken about tolerance and 8 instances 

were detected from second year textbook about tolerance. Number of total lessons of both books was 30. 

Some of the detected instances in the first year's lesson 2 were "remember when we used to come here to 

kill the squirrels," which is an indication of tolerance, "we cleared this mountain slope together," "we grew 

corn, beans, and pumpkins here," which are all examples of team spirit. Some ideals were discovered in 

other lessons in this way. In light of this, it was discovered that first-year English textbooks contained 60% 

material regarding tolerance, whereas second-year English textbooks contained just 20% (Table No. 4.1& 

4.2). 

 

2- While studying the first and second year English textbooks, content about patience was found in 48 

places in the first year textbook and 17 places in the second year textbook in various places in the text, 

some of which were as follows: “In lesson No.2,3 of first year these lines were detected for patience “it 

took me thirty years to improve these old worn out acres to make them do this, in this consist”. In the light 

of above lines it was  perceived that 80% content about Patience was found in first year English textbook, 

whereas it was 40% in second year English textbook (Table No. 4.1&4.2). 

 

3- It was studied and noted that in the first year and second year English textbooks, on 41places content 

about empathy was detected with help of indicators in first year textbook and on 13 places in second year 

textbook. As in following lines were in lesson No.5 three instances were detected for presence of empathy 

“there to lie forlorn and forgotten whilst the unconscious world of men went on, poor innocent books, you 

are lying there still:  you lie there in a living death, and your fate is perhaps worse than you deserved” 
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feeling others’ pain was found as the indicator of empathy. In this regard 80% content about Empathy was 

found in the first year English textbook whereas it was 33% in the second year English textbook. (Table 

No. 4.1, 4.2) 

 

4- During the course of the research, it was discovered that honesty was mentioned 12 times in the first 

year English textbook and 9 times in the second year textbook. As in lesson 3, “dark they were and golden 

eye,” these lines contain themes of empathy. “Laura staggered through the settlement, weeping, she ran 

desperately onto the porch, Sam, you shouldn't have yellow eyes, you think those Martians killed them,” 

these lines contain themes of empathy. “You ought to be my son, I would teach you right from wrong, are 

you hungry, was I bothering you, you ought to be my son, I would teach you right from wrong, are you 

hungry, was I bothering you, you ought to be my son, I would teach you right from wrong, are you hungry, 

was I bothering you, you ought to be my son, I would teach you right from wrong, are you are you hungry, 

was I bothering you, you might run that comb through your hair so you will look presentable, unless you 

just want sweet milk yourself, take this ten dollars and buy some suede blue shoes” in this text themes for 

empathy were found. Because of all this content honesty was found 40% in the first year English textbook 

whereas, it was 33% in the second year English textbooks. (Table No. 4.1, 4.2) 

 

5- During self-study it was focused that in the first year English textbook content about justice was detected 

30 times by matching with indicators, in second year textbook it was 16 times. As in lesson No.1 to 6 

following instances were detected for presence of justice in the textbook “It seems most likely that human 

race came into existence in some such way as this, it has been learned that there is always a good natural 

reason for everything that happens to people, there are two main classes :those who try and those who do 

not try, Not only does he get a mighty poor living by the process, but a mighty poor education as well, I 

Often enjoyed the actual class room work, what if you are hanged for it? Good God: you worm, better men 

than you have gone to the gallows, and I told him how I came to discover it all”, morally correct, advice for 

justice, motivation for justice, to be fair with others, were found in the text. It was considered that content 

about justice was found 80% in the first year English textbook whereas, it was 53% in the second year 

English textbooks. (Table No. 4.1, 4.2) 

 

6- The study was conducted to find out the determined ethical values; in the first year English textbook 

equity was detected 8 times by matching indicators, in second year textbook it was 6 times. There were 

only six instances of equity detected in the text “it is against the law to throw garbage in the streets, Wishes 

didn't come true in this life, Thanks be to Allah for having put the sea between us and such a foe!” in 

second-year lesson No. 2, 3, 10, 14. He said he had only known fourteen days of happiness, He was maybe 

even more of a patriot than a scientist. Following the study, it was discovered that material about equity 

was contained in 33% of first-year English textbooks and 26% of second-year English textbooks. (Table 

No. 4.1, 4.2). 

 

7- During self-study it was focused that in the first year English textbook Humanism was detected 60 times 

by matching with indicators, in second year textbook it was 40 times. In the text “He removed his hat as 

Norma opened the door "Mrs. Lewis?" he asked politely; Arthur pointed toward the living room and 

smiled.” the following instances of humanism were discovered: compassion, guidance for humanism, 

saving others' lives, and thinking for the benefit of others.  

 

Three examples of humanism were found in lesson No. 2: “my father made me a little wooden plough, I 

cried and cried until he made me another plough, it was hard to believe my father and mother had cleared 

this mountain.”” love for humans, love for parents was found in these sentences. In the light of above lines 

the content about Humanism was noted 73% in the first year English textbook whereas it was 53% in the 

second year English textbook.  
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Conclusions 
 

On the basis of analysis of collected data gathered through table of indicators different conclusions were 

drawn for “Analysis of English Textbooks With respect To Ethical Values at Higher Secondary Level”. 

1- It was noted through qualitative data analysis that in the first year English textbook  60% content 

about tolerance was found, whereas in second year English textbook it was 20% (Table No. 4.1& 

4.2).  

2- It was reflected through qualitative data analysis that in first year English textbook 80% content about 

Patience was found, whereas it was 40% in second year English textbook (Table No. 4.1&4.2).  

3- It was noted through qualitative data analysis that 80% content about Empathy was found in the first 

year, whereas it was 33% in the second year English textbook. (Table No. 4.1, 4.2 

4-  During qualitative data analysis it was reflected that content about honesty was found 40% in the first 

year whereas, it was 33% in the second year English textbook. (Table No. 4.1, 4.2).  

5- It was noted through qualitative data analysis that content about justice was found 80% in the first 

year whereas; it was 53% in the second year English textbook. (Table No. 4.1, 4.2).  

6- It was revealed through qualitative data that content about Equity was found 33% in the first year 

English textbook whereas it was 26% in the second year English textbook. (Table No. 4.1, 4.2).  

7- It was reflected through qualitative data analysis that content about Humanism was found 73% in the 

first year whereas; it was 53% in the second year English textbook. (Table No. 4.1, 4.2). It is 

concluded that content about humanism was incorporated at satisfactory level in English textbook of 

first year and second year. 

 

The Government of Pakistan has strongly proposed that ethical principles be integrated in English 

textbooks for HSSC level in the “National Curriculum for English Language Grades I – XII 2006,” but it is 

largely ignored, and sadly, the ethical gaps in textbooks for HSSC level are not filled by textbook 

developers and publishers.. 
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