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Abstract 

The study employs a qualitative secondary analysis (QSA) methodology to understand the escalating street 

criminality in Sindh, Pakistan. The objectives of this study were to comprehend the phenomenon of street 

criminality and investigate the most prevalent types of street crime in Sindh to determine the rate of street 

crime in Sindh's various regions, including Larkana, Hyderabad, and Sukkur, from 2020 to 2021, and to 

recommend policy guidelines and control strategies for reducing street criminality. According to the study, 

the most frequent street crimes in Sindh are car/bike snatching, mobile phone snatching, highway 

robbery/dacoity, street assaults and drug smuggling. The study revealed that a variety of factors contribute 

to street crime. According to the research, poverty, inflation, urbanization, lawlessness, unemployment, and 

the availability of weapons contribute to the rise in street crime in Sindh. It was also determined that 

Hyderabad had the highest number of recorded street offences (1,533), followed by Larkana (1,051) and 

Sukkur (667) instances. In the end, the following research provided practical strategies for reducing the 

threat of street crime by arguing that the Pakistani government must simultaneously reduce unemployment 

and regulate inflation, both of which are major causes of crime, and that police-public interaction must be 

strengthened and enhanced. 

 

Keywords: Citizen Police Liaison Committee (CPLC), Community Policing, Sindh Police, Street Offences, 

Strain Theory, Street Criminality, Qualitative Secondary Analysis (QSA).  

  

 

Introduction 
 

The increase in crime within society is a social phenomenon that should concern everyone, particularly the 

government. Nearly every day, both newspapers and online social networking platforms will report on 

various offences. The majority of these crimes that frequently occur in society are street offences. Globally, 

street crime is a ubiquitous phenomenon. According to a survey called "after street", street crimes are 

among the most significant issues in working-class communities (Tory, 2013). The variety of street 
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offences that occur in the community includes extortion, persecution, blackmail, immorality, snatching, and 

the confiscation of others' property. In general, street crimes, which include robbery, assault, and larceny, 

refer to offences committed in public places and can be defined as "the offences of robbery, attempted 

robbery, murder, snatching, and stealing from the person regardless of location" (Sanchez, 2019). As a 

result of offenders' easy access to financial gains, street crimes have become a significant component of 

urban crime and a critical risk factor for global social stability. According to reports, approximately 65% of 

criminal incidents in China involve street offences (China National Bureau of Statistics, 2021). According 

to statistics from the China Public Security Bureau, one instance of street crime in Guangdong Province 

caused an economic loss of approximately 263 USD during the first three months of 2018. 

 

Moreover, according to the most recent data from the Federal Bureau of Investigation, annual financial 

losses due to larceny in the United States amount to $3.6 billion, with an average loss of $2,361 per 

incident (Kadar et al., 2019). Among the various types of crime, crime against property, particularly street 

crime, generate a sense of insecurity in society. Due to its high economic and psychological costs, street 

crime, which occurs in public spaces, has garnered a great deal of attention over the past few decades. In 

contemporary criminology studies and police procedures, it is regarded as a distinct crime category.  

 

Street offences are omnipresent, occurring in both developed and developing societies. Despite this, many 

urban and rural communities in Pakistan continue to struggle with street crime along with other significant 

delinquent behavior. According to alarming statistics from a recent newspaper, armed robbery and mugging 

resulted in the fatalities of more than 30 people in the first quarter of this year. In addition, armed robberies 

and gunpoint snatching cost victims millions of rupees during the first three months of 2023. Thousands of 

street crimes and incidents occur every day in Pakistan. Nearly fifty percent of offences are never recorded 

by law enforcement. These crimes include rape, gang rape, robbery, vehicle snatching/theft, kidnapping, 

and murder or attempted murder. Armed men also steal cash and valuables from citizens outside ATM 

booths, and looting pedestrians, commuters, and motorists on the streets has become common, such as 

stealing purses and gold from women (Shakir et al., 2021). Since the beginning of 2023, armed robberies 

and snatchings at gunpoint have increased dramatically in Pakistan, especially in Sindh, causing alarm and 

terror among the populace. A recent study affirms that nearly two-thirds of Karachi's population has been 

affected by this incident somehow, and one-fourth has suffered a direct loss. The law enforcement's 

negligence, slow response, or both has permitted criminals to go rogue and instill fear in the populace. 

Street crimes have been committed in broad daylight, at night, and in crowded public locations where 

witnesses become bystanders. Most inhabitants claim to have been victims of street crimes multiple times. 

According to an official report, 148 street offences were reported in the jurisdiction of seven districts and 

108 police stations of the megacity within 24 hours, including 59 cases of mobile phone and cash 

snatching, 04 cases of vehicle snatching, 11 cases of motorcycle snatching and 74 cases of motorcycle theft 

in Karachi alone (Business Recorder, 2023). Videos circulating on social media frequently reveal criminals' 

identities or license plates, but none are ever apprehended. Despite being aware of the alarming situation, 

provincial and municipal authorities have taken little action to address it. Earlier, the police disclosed data 

on street crimes from the same time period last year, which revealed an increase in the snatching of mobile 

phones, motorcycles, and four-wheelers. Nevertheless, it is no secret that the majority of victims of street 

crimes do not approach the police due to a lack of trust and that the police do not file many cases. 

Therefore, official statistics do not accurately depict the situation.  

 

Numerous studies on the phenomenon of street crime have already been conducted in Pakistan, but Sindh 

remains largely unexplored. Several researchers have carried out studies that have only focused on the city 

of Karachi, despite the fact that crime, especially street violence, is also prevalent in other districts of 

Sindh. As a result, a research gap has been created, and the following study will concentrate on street crime 

in other regions of Sindh, including Sukkur, Larkana, and Hyderabad. Currently, street crime prevention is 

viewed as the most important factor in reducing overall crime rates. An effective law enforcement effort in 

this direction is considered a prerequisite for declining criminal tension on city streets and in populated 

areas. However, neither the government nor law enforcement agencies have taken a single measure to 
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combat the threat of street crime. Therefore, the purpose of the following study is to provide policy 

recommendations and strategies designed to mitigate the problem of street crime in Pakistan. 

 

Literature Review 
 

In the current climate, crimes committed in public spaces and streets are one of the most prevalent 

manifestations of criminality. Street crime – constitutes one of the most pressing issues in every large 

region of Pakistan. Most crimes occur in densely populated cities, many of which are committed outside 

and in public locations. Property and violent offences exist on purpose in societies, and it is evident that 

they occur intentionally. There are numerous factors that motivate and demotivate criminals to engage in 

deviant behavior. Certain benefits and costs are considered when committing a crime, and it is believed that 

if the net benefits are greater than the costs, there will be a greater incidence of crime. In addition to 

financial gain, several other factors motivate criminal intent (Salahuddin, 2014). In accordance with 

rational choice theory, criminals typically decide whether or not to commit a crime based on the 

maximization of utility. Sanctions and positive punishments influence deterrence as well. One may refrain 

from committing a criminal act not out of dread of being apprehended but of concern for the anticipated 

loss of reward. Critical to the commission of offences is a level of rationality that entails an in-depth 

evaluation of benefits and costs (Akers, 1990). Association with deviant peers is another variable that 

motivates people to engage in deviant or illicit behavior. 

 

People mimic the behavior of their acquaintances and peers. A person's association with deviant peers was 

believed to increase their likelihood of committing crimes. Baron (2006), utilizing another aspect of the 

Strain Theory by Robert Merton (1968), asserted that the occurrence of crime is directly connected to 

economic conditions and that relative deprivation, economic dissatisfaction, and the desire to achieve 

monetary goals all contribute to criminal behavior. Strain theory asserted that poverty causes crime is not 

supported by evidence. Becker (1968) presents a model founded on the costs and benefits of criminal 

behavior. He concludes that individuals commit crimes when the financial rewards from criminal activity 

are greater than the financial rewards from legal labor. He explains that the benefits of committing a crime 

are a psychological delight and financial gain, while the costs of committing a crime are imprisonment and 

punishment. The likelihood of being apprehended and the severity of the resulting punishment are two of 

the most important factors in determining the total cost. Becker's work focuses on determining policies 

concerning the costs of unlawful behavior. Ehrlich (1973) argues that committing a crime may result in 

psychological and monetary benefits. In addition, this study investigates the correlation between income 

inequality and criminality. According to the findings, employment is an indicator between income 

inequality and crime. The study concentrates on the participation of various U.S. states in illegal activities. 

This examination addressed the notion of penalty and recompense, as well as the costs and benefits of both 

illegal and legal activities, rather than focusing solely on the cost of punishment. In addition, this study 

examines the relationship between crime and income inequality, as well as law enforcement practices. The 

empirical findings revealed a correlation between certain categories of property crimes and income 

inequality in the community. 

 

Street crime is a significant issue that must be addressed to be effectively eradicated. Everyone is anxious, 

distressed, and concerned about eliminating the heinous street offences. The citizens have taken self-

protection measures, i.e., hired private security firms to protect their neighborhoods. It demonstrates a lack 

of confidence in law enforcement agencies and the legal system. Numerous factors contribute to the causes 

of street crimes and their solutions. The problem of rising street crimes is caused by the conflict between 

deterrent agencies and the accused, who exploit voids in the system to commit crimes. Most of the time, 

criminals are not apprehended because law enforcement agencies do not make sufficient efforts to 

apprehend them (Parveen et al., 2022). According to scholars, increasing the size of the police force is the 

most effective means of halting the rise in crime rates. This suggests that a higher ratio of police to citizens 

would result in a reduced crime rate. Raising the level of police is essential for reducing the crime rate, as 

studies have shown that countries with a lower level of police per thousand people face greater crime 
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problems (Abbas, 2011). However, a gradual increase in police officers per thousand residents in the same 

location resulted in a lower crime ratio. As the likelihood of apprehension increases and makes them more 

vigilant, community policing has emerged as a speedy method for discouraging street crimes (Kappeler, 

2012). Between January 2022 and August 2022, 56,500 incidents of street crime were reported in Karachi; 

according to Talha Hashmi (2022), more than 35,000 bikes were taken away. There were 104 car snatch 

and 1,383 vehicle theft. More than 19,000 residents of Karachi have come forward with mobile phone 

snatching.  

 

Objectives 
 

i. To comprehend the phenomenon of street criminality and explore the most prevalent forms of 

street crime in Sindh.  

ii. To determine the rate of street crime in Sindh's various regions, including Larkana, Hyderabad, 

and Sukkur 

iii. To suggest policy guidelines and control tactics for mitigating street criminality. 

 

Research Methodology 
 

The current study employs qualitative research methodology. The data for the current study are gathered 

from secondary sources. The secondary research method entails re-utilizing qualitative data acquired 

through prior research. The information gathered consists of semi-structured interviews, answers to open-

ended inquiries on questionnaires, field notes, and research records (Heaton, J. 1998). Qualitative 

secondary analysis (QSA) is the application of qualitative data collected by another researcher or collected 

to address a different research question. It creates the opportunity to maximize data utility (Tate, 2018). For 

the study's first objective, which is to comprehend the concept of street criminality and investigate the most 

general categories of street crimes in Sindh, data was collected from various sources, including newspapers, 

reports, and recent articles. Moreover, for the study's second objective, the researcher gathered data from 

the websites of the Sindh Police and Citizen Police Liaison Committee (CPLC), which provides crime 

statistics, for 2020 to 2021. The researcher uses this statistic to determine the ratio of street crimes in 

Sindh's diverse regions, including Larkana, Hyderabad, and Sukkur. 

 

Results & Discussion 
 

The secondary information obtained from the Sindh Police, Citizen Police Liaison Committee (CPLC), and 

various other resources, which included different cases of street crimes, was crucial in the establishment of 

the first two objectives of the study, which are 1) To comprehend the phenomenon of street criminality and 

explore the most prevalent forms of street crime in Sindh and 2) To determine the rate of street crime in 

Sindh's various regions, including Larkana, Hyderabad, and Sukkur. Following a comprehensive analysis 

of the data that was acquired, all of the data was transferred into Excel to create figures to calculate the 

actual percentage that had been achieved concerning the objectives.  

 

Causes of Street Criminality 
 

Similar to other countries in the globe, Pakistan's crime statistics indicate a rapid increase in the number of 

street crimes reported over time. It could be due to excessive unemployment, increasing poverty, rising 

inflation, and urbanization. Other non-economic factors also contribute to its cause. The impact of rising 

crime is not limited to the illiterate and impoverished classes of society; some wealthy, influential, and 

educated individuals are also involved in criminal activity. They are competing to amass fortune through 

illegal means (Khan, 2016). In addition, these individuals have access to sources that enable them to exploit 

legal vulnerabilities in Pakistan and evade punishment for their criminal activities. In addition, most 

individuals with inadequate resources to meet their needs are also involved in criminal activity. Pakistan's 
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crime statistics indicate that the nation performs poorly in the economic, social, cultural, technological, 

environmental, moral, and spiritual spheres (Gillani, 2009). Crimes have become more organized in 

modern times, and some criminals have acquired the support of powerful elites. In the first nine months of 

2022, the Hyderabad police reported 60,580 incidents of street crime; include 20,406 instances of mobile 

snatching. 

 

Moreover, Sukkur Police statistics indicate a 282% increase in gang robberies. With a crime index of 

42.51, Pakistan's compromised internal security is detrimental to the average citizen and the business 

community. While crime statistics may fluctuate over time, the root cause of the paradox remains constant. 

Meanwhile, Khalid et al. (2015) researched Faisalabad street crimes, focusing on bicycle snatching, vehicle 

snatching, robbery, and theft. They identified a link between the unemployment rate and the prevalence of 

street crime in the research location. The majority of robberies take place in the city's residential districts, 

while bicycle and automobile snatching are concentrated along the city's major routes.  

 

Pakistan's street crimes have unquestionably been exacerbated by destitution and hyperinflation. This is 

supported by the UNODC report 'Impact of Economic Crises on Crime,' which asserts that "during periods 

of economic stress, the incidence of robbery may double, while murder and theft of automobiles also rise" 

(Canton, 2021). Individuals typically perpetrate street crime because they believe the potential rewards 

outweigh the risks and they will not be held accountable due to law enforcement agencies negligence. 

Insufficient FIRs filed against the perpetrators have also aided the offenders. In addition, due to the low 

conviction rate in Pakistan, street crime has become a highly lucrative enterprise. Pakistan's Citizen Police 

Liaison Committee (CPLC) reported an unprecedented increase in street crime during a period of political 

instability, crippling inflation, climate change, food insecurity, energy crisis, and economic crises. The 

increase in street crimes has increased uncertainty and dread in a country with a flawed social control 

mechanism and criminal justice system (Zahra, 2019). Consequently, the study discovered that the causes 

of street crime are listed in (Figure 01) below. 

 

 
Figure 1: Causes of Street Crimes 

 

According to the research findings, the study concluded that various factors contribute to street crime. 

According to the findings, the causes of rising street crime in Sindh are poverty, inflation, urbanization, 

lawlessness, unemployment, and the availability of weapons, as mentioned in (Figure 01) above. Similar 

findings were reported in research conducted by Hamza et al. (2021), according to their research findings; 
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the major causes of this increased rate of street crime include unemployment, illiteracy, and poverty, as 

well as other variables such as anarchy, fundamentalism, and our society's false standards.  

 

Numerous crimes, including street crimes, are pervasive in Pakistan and as well as in Sindh as a result of 

these causes, which can be viewed as an ongoing cycle of crimes. This vicious loop needs to be interrupted 

in order to see a reduction in the amount of criminal activity emanating from our country. Crime can 

generate destructive cycles that result in unemployment, financial crises, and instability (Sakib, 2021). The 

combination of poverty and criminality leaves individuals with two options: engage in illegal activities or 

seek legal, albeit limited, sources of income, if any are available. The correlation between unemployment, 

destitution, and crime is becoming increasingly evident in U.S. studies. New research from the United 

Kingdom suggests that economic cycles may also influence variations in property and violent offences 

(Andresen et al., 2021). Further research has demonstrated that a lower level of education correlates with 

increased property crime, larceny, and drug-related offences.  

 

Forms of Street Crimes 
 

After analyzing the causes of street crime, the first objective of the subsequent research was also to identify 

the prevalent street crime forms in Sindh. The statistics pertaining to this portion of the objective were 

obtained from the official website of the Sindh Police. The researcher analyses the data by calculating the 

ratio of crimes, which aided in determining which type of street crime occurs most frequently, and then 

depicts the most prevalent categories of street offenses, as shown in (Figure 02) below. 

 

 
 

Figure 2: Common Street Crimes in Sindh 

 

Forms of Street Crimes in Sindh 

 

According to data on the official website of the Sindh police, the five most prevalent types of street crimes 

in Sindh have been identified. According to the research, the most common crimes are car/bike snatching 

(31%) and mobile phone snatching (28%), followed by highway robbery/dacoity (20%), street assaults 

(12%), and drug trafficking (09%). Citizens and law enforcement agencies in Sindh, Pakistan, have been 

deeply troubled by street crimes.  
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The research indicated that the most prevalent street crimes in Sindh, Pakistan, are the larceny of vehicles 

and mobile phones. Typically, organized criminal groups target abandoned automobiles and bicycles in 

residential and commercial areas. These organized criminals use various methods to steal vehicles, 

including breaking locks and hotwiring the ignition (IRADA, 2018). On the other hand, thefts of mobile 

phones are frequently committed by lone offenders who steal phones from unsuspecting individuals on the 

street. According to a recent report, the number of incidents involving the snatching of automobiles, 

motorcycles, and mobile phones surpassed 20,000 (ANI News, 2023). 

 

Armed groups increasingly commit highway robbery/dacoity in Sindh, targeting vehicles traveling on 

highways and robbing passengers of their possessions. The groups are frequently well-organized and 

heavily armed, using intimidation to force drivers to stop.  

 

Assaults on the street, such as robberies and physical assaults, are a significant issue in the region, with 

criminals employing weapons to intimidate their victims (Express Tribune, 2023). Another form of street 

crime that is on the rise in Sindh is drug trafficking. As they spread drugs onto the streets, drug dealers 

frequently target vulnerable individuals, such as school and college students. Frequently, narcotics are 

smuggled into the country from Afghanistan and other neighboring nations. Overall, the frequency of street 

crime in Sindh, Pakistan, is a severe issue that must be addressed collaboratively by law enforcement and 

the administration (The Nation, 2019). 

 

Rate of Street Crimes in Sindh 

 

The study's second objective was to ascertain the rate of street crime in Sindh's three distinct regions, 

including Larkana, Hyderabad, and Sukkur, by analyzing the total rate of street crimes reported in these 

regions from 2020 to 2021. The actual picture of street crimes in Sindh's three regions was presented on the 

website of the Sindh Police, which included a calculation of the reported street crime rate. The details of 

street crimes from 2020 to 2021 are depicted in (Table 01) below. 

 
Table 1: Street crimes rate in Sindh 

Rate of Street Crimes from 2020 To 2021 

REGIONS 2020 2021 TOTAL 

Hyderabad 743 790 1533 

Sukkur 299 368 667 

Larkana 492 559 1051 

 

According to the presented data, the total number of street offences committed in the three regions of Sindh 

between 2020 and 2021 was 3,251. The city with the highest number of reported street crimes was 

Hyderabad, with 1,533; Larkana, with 1,051; Sukkur, with 667 incidents. The data indicate that street 

crimes remain a significant problem in Sindh, with the number of reported incidents increased from 2020 to 

2021. The real number of street crimes could be a lot bigger because many incidents remain unreported due 

to a lack of confidence in law enforcement organizations and the dread of reprisals from perpetrators, 

among other factors. The Express Tribune (2021) reported that locals, the government, and law 

enforcement organizations in Sindh, Pakistan, are extremely concerned about the prevalence of street 

crimes. The paper emphasizes the increase in reported street crimes between 2020 and 2021, highlighting 

the necessity for more comprehensive solutions. The establishment of special squads to combat street crime 

and the installation of surveillance cameras in high-risk areas are only two actions the government has 

taken to improve law and order in the area. However, monitoring the issue and gauging how well these 

actions are working is crucial. 
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Street crime is a big worry in many cities and nations worldwide, as it not only endangers individuals' 

safety and well-being but also affects social cohesion and economic progress (Jonathan, 2021). The street 

crime problem in Sindh is both a law enforcement and a social one. Poverty, unemployment, and a lack of 

education are some underlying issues that may impact street crime in the region. Socio-economic 

determinants significantly impact the prevalence of street crime in Sindh, according to a report by the 

Institute for Research, Advocacy, and Development (IRADA) Pakistan. According to the report, poverty 

and unemployment are major motivators for street violence in the region.  

 

Furthermore, the victims of street crimes also suffer a great deal, frequently experiencing financial hardship 

and psychological trauma. Additionally, living in constant fear of becoming a victim of a crime can 

negatively affect a person's mobility and social life. The same IRADA Pakistan report claims that street 

crime victims in Sindh experience both physical and emotional harm, including post-traumatic stress 

disorder, anxiety, and despair. Street crime may immediately affect the victims and have broader societal 

repercussions. According to 2017 research from the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC), 

street crime can significantly harm social and economic development. The research claims that because 

street crime isolates and frightens people and communities, it can damage social cohesiveness and trust. 

Cooperation and solidarity may suffer as a result, which may compound the effects of inequality and 

poverty. The paper also highlights how street violence affects the economy, emphasizing how it can impair 

economic output, deter investment and tourism, and raise operating costs. Because street crime can create 

an atmosphere of uncertainty and insecurity, making it harder for people and businesses to engage in 

economic activity. According to the survey, street crime can also have psychological consequences on 

people and communities, causing them to feel more tense and fearful. A loss of social cohesiveness and 

trust may result from this. In general, in addition to the direct harm it causes to its victims, street crime can 

have far-reaching effects on people, communities, and societies as a whole (Fufa et al., 2022).  

 

In conclusion, the government and law enforcement authorities in Sindh face a serious issue due to the 

prevalence of street crime. The increase in instances reported between 2020 and 2021 emphasizes the need 

for more thorough responses to the issue, particularly tackling socio-economic factors at their core. Sindh's 

residents should not have to worry about becoming victims of street crimes because they live in a safer 

environment. Steps can be taken to increase police presence in high-risk areas, enhance lighting and 

surveillance systems, and create community-based programs to prevent and reduce crime. The underlying 

social and economic factors contributing to street violence, such as poverty, unemployment, and a lack of 

access to healthcare and education, must also be addressed with more comprehensive programs. 

Recognizing that reducing street violence calls for a holistic strategy that includes not only law 

enforcement but also social and economic policies that support inclusivity, equity, and social justice is 

crucial. Social services, education and job training programs, and other initiatives that can deal with the 

root causes of street crime and stop it from happening in the first place must be implemented. 

 

Recommendations 
 

 Based on anticipated results, the study concludes that rising inflation and unemployment are 

among the primary causes of the rising street crime rate. In order to reduce the crime rate, the 

Pakistani government must simultaneously reduce unemployment and regulate inflation. 

 Youth must have access to skill development programs to obtain self-employment; this will help 

reduce the unemployment rate in our country.  

 Moreover, to lower the rate of street crime, the relevant departments must impose stringent street 

crime penalties; fear of punishment would reduce street crime to some extent. 

 Preventive activities must be built on the coordinated efforts of all relevant agencies. In many 

regions, this will include a comprehensive approach to neighborhood variables that are intricately 

linked and enhance the possibility of street criminality. 

 To maximize the usefulness of security cameras, the government must balance security and 

privacy while placing security cameras in public locations for street crime prevention. 
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 The police-public interaction must be reinforced and improved. Community policing is a great 

grassroots method for crime reduction. 

 The installation of cameras in dark areas of streets, improved police procedures for nighttime 

patrolling, ring-fencing of locations where these crimes are typically perpetrated, and combing 

operations 

 The location of the crime is also crucial, as different criminals make different options. Some 

perpetrate the crimes on their ―turf‖, taking advantage of their knowledge of the area to maximize 

their chances of evasion. Other offenders fled to another area in search of more lucrative targets. 

As a result, a noticeable police presence is required, which may serve as a deterrent to conducting 

street crime. 

 

Conclusion 
 

The rise in crime is a societal phenomenon that should concern everyone, particularly the government. 

Almost every day, media and internet social networking platforms will report various crimes. The majority 

of these common societal offences are street infractions. Street violations are prevalent in both developed 

and developing societies. Despite this, many urban and rural communities in Pakistan continue to deal with 

street crime and other serious delinquent behavior. The current study adopts a qualitative research 

approach. The current study's data is obtained from secondary sources. The following study's objectives 

were to comprehend the phenomenon of street criminality and explore the most prevalent forms of street 

crime in Sindh, to determine the rate of street crime in Sindh's various regions, including Larkana, 

Hyderabad, and Sukkur, and to suggest policy guidelines and control tactics for mitigating street 

criminality. According to the study's findings, the most common types of street crimes that often occur in 

Sindh include car/bike snatching (31%), mobile phone snatching (28%), highway robbery/dacoity (20%), 

street assaults (12%), and drug trafficking (09%). 

 

Furthermore, the study showed that various variables contribute to street crime. According to the research, 

the causes of increased street crime in Sindh are poverty, inflation, urbanization, lawlessness, 

unemployment, and the availability of weapons. In terms of the study's final objective, it was discovered 

that Hyderabad had the most recorded street crimes, with 1,533, followed by Larkana, with 1,051 and 

Sukkur, with 667 instances. According to the data, street crime remains a big concern in Sindh, with 

recorded events growing from 2020 to 2021. Finally, the following research provided practical approaches 

to reducing the threat of street criminality by stating that the Pakistani government must simultaneously 

reduce unemployment and regulate inflation, both of which are major causes of crime, and that police-

public interaction must be reinforced and improved. Community policing is an excellent grassroots 

approach to crime reduction. 
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