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Abstract

This study discusses the upgradation, effectiveness, impact and scope of higher educational fields in
relation to China-Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC). The project will not only help in economic gains
and social development for both the countries but will also be a key towards long awaited educational
developments to remain in step with rest of the educational systems of the developing world. While working
on poverty alleviation the study also touches upon the SDGs thereby creating a room for job market
opportunity. The study is done in qualitative paradigm research design using interview method and
collecting data through secondary means. Thematic analysis with the help of Nvivol2 was done. Amongst
the major findings were enormous employment prospects for the general public of Pakistan as well as for
whole of the Asian countries, fundamental idea of Special Economic Zones (SEZs) and provision of
competent workers for these Zones along with destiny of our young generation. It also flourishes the idea of
attachment of Groups of educational institutes based on the proximity with SEZs in Pakistan. This study
also highlighted the need for reforms in our present education system, our planning and preparation and
policies making in relation to educational prospects of CPEC in Pakistan. For bilateral development and
economic gains, including coming up to the expectations of both the countries this study proposes an
organization for planning and controlling of educational related tasks in relation to CPEC. This research
can beacon the way for both the countries’ academia with an insight of cultural understanding depending
upon social implications.

Keywords: CPEC, Pakistan’s Economic Development, Educational Planning.

Introduction

Corridors (networks of roads) in trade and economic connection of an area are usually viewed as key
sources of development that not only enhances regional connectivity, economic and trade cooperation, but
also fosters harmony and stability among regions. Wolf (2020) in his study highlighted several benefits
which nation can get from the economic corridors (EC). Due to their significant contributions in the
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domains of economic, organizational, institutional, behavioral, educational, political, and planning. That is
why it is necessary that EC should be planned keeping in view the sustainability standards (De & lyengar,
2014).

Pakistan is at a worst stage of economic crisis, facing many challenges at present of both domestic and
international debt servicing and GDP growth as well as decreased per capita income. CPEC seems to be a
dream project ‘a silver lining” which will help eliminate all the catastrophes and challenges related to
present deplorable economic state of Pakistan. Thus, CPEC got not only the interest of the government but
also the masses in Pakistan due to its promising future (Li et al., 2021). CPEC is not merely a project but
it’s a nexus of different massive level of developmental projects ranging from making of roads, railways,
expressways, airports sea ports, upgrading IT system, gas pipe lines ensuring uninterrupted supply year-
round through new power plants etc. (Rizvi, 2015; Jia, 2017; Ali, 2020).

Education ensures bright future of any nation (Ochilova, 2020). Pakistan’s successful pursuit of CPEC
largely hinges on the much-needed modernization of education sector. It must be realized that educational
goals and developmental objectives run parallel to each other. This has been proven by the industrialized
countries globally including some developing countries who are on their way of progression because they
have connected their economic advancement targets with equivalent development in their educational
goals. China’s glorious path to success is a case in point which is making five year’s economic plan
alongside educational plan, accomplishing each other after 1980s onwards (OECD, 2016). Elucidating the
aforesaid event Shaturaev (2021) describe policies in the educational sector are pivotal as they enunciate in
such a manner that they are addressing the urgent need of the nation.

The present research explores CPEC and education a way forward in the eyes of Pakistani academia. It is
covering the views, perspectives believe, thinking, and exposure of three groups i.e., policy designers and
rectors of public universities on the Western route of CPEC, instructors of the public universities situated
near Western Route, and students who got their tertiary education from China as population of this study.
Extensive data related to this study was collected through semi-structured interviews and secondary data
available online and from the population sample.

Significance of Study

This study is comprised of the perspectives of highly reputable, respectable and visionary people of
Pakistan which are playing important role in policy regulatory structure of the nation. Secondly, the study
would lead to the guideline for directing how this dream project can prove its worth for both the countries
i.e., Pakistan and its counterpart as well as for the Asian countries. The study will also help in highlighting
the pitfalls in our existing education system, overcoming which Pakistan can rejuvenate its entire
educational structure in relation to CPEC. Moreover, it has proposed an organization which will ensure
solving all the problems of educational field including policy, plans and execution methodology for
ensuring educational development to remain at par with the progression on CPEC. For future prospects this
study will prove as a spring board to a number of studies covering different areas of education in the times
to come. It will also put a valuable impact for enhanced provision of scholarships due to its eccentric
nature.

Research Questions
The questions which were required to be replied by the participants are as under: -

1. What is the understanding of the participants of the study concerning CPEC?

2. What opportunities are available for the masses of Pakistan in relation to CPEC?

3. What educational progression concerning arrangements and plans are done in relation to CPEC by
Pakistan?
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Research Ethics

The researchers well understood the sensitivity related to this colossal project and existing Pakistan
position that kept the researcher not to probe much which the respondents never wanted to answer. The
researchers also kept the confidentiality of the respondents in all respects. Additionally, formal consents
were obtained from the samples of the study before starting of interview.

Literature Review
Backdrop of Study

Researchers have proved that education influences the economic development in three dimensions: First, it
is the education which is the chief constituent for growth in human assets of a country, thus, ensuring
efficiency of the workforce, ultimately causing increase in productivity of the desired level as presented in
neoclassical growth theories (Mankiw, Romer & Weil, 1992). Second, education is also a main factor of
advancement in the domains of technology, economics, financial sectors as mentioned by the theories of
endogenous growth ((Lucas, 1988; Aghion & Howitt, 1998)). Lastly, it is the distribution of knowledge
which has been communicated to understand the latest technological trends, inventions and to a large extent
the processes or ideas or instruments which has been developed by other sources or people to make or
develop own devices or instruments or theories (Nelson & Phelps, 1996; Benhabib & Spiegel, 1994).

Pakistan is in a desperate need to develop such a system in which the educational advancements can be
linked with economic growth. If CPEC is considered as a tool of prosperity that too with a huge scope of
investment in foreign exchequer then education is the basic element through which we can easily retain a
higher degree of this exchequer through local employment and ensuring quality deliverance (Vorontsova et
al., 2020). Researches done in the recent past are clearly signifying the ignorance of the distorted linkage
between educational and economic growth in Pakistan.

The problem is just not the implementation but the problem is of awareness about the grandeur of the
project which is just beyond an economic endeavor. That is why we don’t find even a single theory on
efficacy of CPEC, on the other hand you find a huge literature on economic corridors. Considering all
above, now it is easier to comprehend that the exact dimensions of CPEC can only be viewed through its
thorough exploration of educational dimension. Thus, this article is an effort to truly unfold the advantages
of the CPEC and how our present system of education is undermining its utility for the Nation as a whole.

Prospects of CPEC for China and Pakistan

China’s vision to expand its exports around the globe is already under way, however, the prime advantages
which Pakistan can offer from Gwardar Port-an Arabian Sea port situated on South Western corner of
Pakistan cannot be attained through China Sea from Shanghai port (Akbar et al., 2019; Gholizadeh et al.,
2020). China at present is paying heavy taxes and transportation charges of shipment through straits of
Malacca whereas, the same amount of trade can be done through automobiles and ships form the port of
Gwardar. This route constitutes active business and oil shipping sea routes that are closer to the region
from where two third of the world’s oil reserves pass through. Thus, giving it unprecedented geo political
and geo-economic ascendency compelling both China and Pakistan to unite on a mutual point of interest
thereby, gaining power to modify the global economic and strategic conditions through CPEC particularly
in the South Asian region. This may also serve as a tool to develop human resource of both China and
Pakistan (Ali, 2020).

How we can safeguard our interests and fulfill the prolonged requirement of energy crisis should be our
main focus of attention. Obviously, this prime factor will play a decisive role initially (Igbal, Chu, & Hali,
2019).
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Together with power shortage, Pakistan may have to eye on its unemployment rate as unemployment and
disguised unemployment occur simultaneously due to the rise in poverty. To this end, Pakistan has to look
for the ‘Sustainable Development Goals’. Honorable employment and reasonable job opportunities enhance
workers’ skills and potentials (Hussain, 2021).

Any depleted economy's problem is skills mismatch. The workforce exists, labour market slots are vacant,
yet the unemployment rate remains unchanged. Workers' skills aren't marketable. Thus, practitioners and
academia are separated, and modern students cannot make career choices. Pakistan and China must
establish a road map to boost economic activities with CPEC (Bashir, 2022). It will not only allow a lot of
construction and employment but also its ownership (Abid & Ashfag, 2015). Needless to emphasize that
with CPEC and SEZs Pakistan is about to undergo a major social and economic change (Khan & Liu,
2019). The education sector with proper educational planning has to play the main role in making this
change, more constructive and smoother (Scott, 2020). Now it’s the job of academia who should play a
pivotal role in preparing the masses of both countries for the forthcoming modification in the time to come.

Educational Planning

According to Tsimane and Downing (2020) Education is the provision of a series of educational
experiences provided to the students to disseminate information, moralities, attitudes, and skills. The final
goal of every type of education is to make the students beneficial members of their communities. Whereas,
Akpan (2018) is of the view that with educational management one can effectively and efficiently not only
handle physical and human resource but can also plays an important part in perform the functions of
instruction, learning, institutional work and research.

ElZomor et al., (2018) describes that planning is that process that helps to carry out a systematic outline of
activities that are to be performed to ensure the developmental goals and objectives of any nation, while
keeping in view the future goals, aims and available. With one can easily say planning is for the future and
it is also goal-oriented to achieve goods results.

Educational planning includes rearranging the current educational structure, projecting potential future
outcomes, devising action plans for execution, and conducting periodic evaluations of progress and
performance. Planning for education must take a country's technological, social, political, and economic
demands into account. Slee (2018) contends that those in charge of planning the educational system should
be aware of and sympathetic toward their own ethnic or national group. They should be aware of the goals
of the individuals for whom they are making plans. Therefore, it makes sense that those who design
educational systems but do not identify with the country cannot normatively plan for that country.
According to Akpan (2011), planning entails thinking ahead to determine how best to reach your goals and
then putting those thoughts into action. Planning entails laying out, in broad strokes, the activities to be
performed and the steps to be taken in order to achieve a certain objective.

While critically describing in their book Bereday, Lauwerys, and Blaug (2013) state that educational
planners are those who have specialized in the study of educational planning during the last dozen years
tend to pay attention to three main kinds of indicators which are;

1. The social demand approach.
2. Manpower requirements approach.
3. The cost-benefit approach.

Our basic aim should be to convert a huge amount of money from China to a knowledge-based economy

(Awan, 2021). One of the efforts should be to ask the companies and government departments working in
Pakistan for CPEC to provide the requirement for the type of educational, vocational, and technological

ISSN: 2308-7056 Shuja, Akhtar & Saifi (2022) 69



www.irbas.academyirmbr.com October 2022
International Review of Basic and Applied Sciences Vol. 10 Issue.4

skills and later on the provision of the same manpower to Chinese companies along with access to some of
this manpower in Chinese universities for further polishing up their skills (Bashir et al, 2022).

The goal of the China-Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC) is to create a transportation and communication
network, build gas pipelines, establish a massive industrial infrastructure, and make significant strides in
terms of power generation and technology. If our educational system evolves in step with the rest of
society, all of this progress can quicken. If we want to take advantage of the potential presented by CPEC,
those in charge of education need to plan, modernize the syllabi, and employ the resources at their disposal
(Ansari, 2017).

Education planning as a whole is a coordinated effort that uses educational, administrative, economic, and
financial research methods and ideas and approaches. Education for the people with clear goals and
milestones, with public backing, allows for each person to reach his or her fullest potential, allowing them
to contribute most fruitfully to a country's social, cultural, and economic growth (Akpan, 2011).

Apart from taking other solid measures to improve the economic state of the country, our National
Developmental Plan depends a lot on CPEC as well (CPEC: Long Term Plan for China Pakistan Economic
Corridor (2017-2030), 2022). The loans which are given to us on behalf of different MoUs signed between
Pakistan and China on different accounts do not, in any case, undermine the utility of education at any
place. If it is energy-related MoUs or hydropower generation then we require manpower of engineers of
those particular disciplines or subjects. Similarly, when construction comes into mind it is the job of civil
engineers. For trade the business community, for accounts it is the finance people, for health and sanitation,
it is doctors, for universities and educational hubs its instructor and administrators. Well, you can think of
anything which comes in the way of CPEC and you find education is there. Thus, this impact of CPEC on
education must be realized and our university subjects and discipline may be tailored according to the
requirement of CPEC especially of those which are closer or linked with SEZs (Shuja, 2020).

Material and Method

The study was conducted in qualitative paradigm using case study method to explore perceptions of policy
designers, rectors of the universities and students and instructors. As qualitative research is inductive kind
of a research which is either investigating to understand, describing and going to the bottom of subjective
experience of human, situation or any occurrence (Harding, 2018). Due to limited time and resources, it
was difficult to conduct the interviews of the whole population. Sampling is one of the main and worthy
method through which the researcher organizes, make timelines, do budgeting, and plans a multifaced
strategy for comprehensive analysis. Technically, this technique allows the researcher to get the chunk of
the large population according to the define strata and target group (Leedy & Omorod, 2015). Sample size
of this study constitutes of 15 policy designers, 20 rectors of the public universities on the Western route of
CPEC, 30 Students who are doing or have done their tertiary education from China, and 30 instructors of
the public universities of the Western route of CPEC. Purposive sampling and chain sampling techniques
were used to collect data for the study. Furthermore, semi-structured interview guide was made for
investigating and getting the in-depth details from the participants of the study. Available secondary data
was used for document analysis.

Data collection for the study was done during and post COVID-19 period i.e., from September 2021 to
June 2022 from Pakistan. The researcher also used, WhatsApp, emails, google meet, and zoom etc. from
those participants who fear to give face-to-face interview. The researcher also took face-to-face in-depth
interviews. The researcher questioned 15 policy designers, 3 by WhatsApp, 2 via phone, and 10 in person
at their office. 11 public university rectors were questioned face-to-face, 5 by zoom and Google meet, and
20 total. 20 instructors were interviewed: 8 face-to-face, 6 Google Meet, and 6 phone. 21 students were
questioned face-to-face, while the rest were interviewed by phone and WhatsApp. The researcher in every
interview kept on changing the order, and altering the sequence of interview questions, moreover, timely
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use of proper and suitable probes helped the researcher to obtain in-depth knowledge and information
concerning CPEC and Education as a way forward in Pakistan. Interviews lasted 45-60 minutes.

Hierarchy Chart

Opportunities in Present Environment Complications & Difficulties Planning & Preparation

Awareness

Socio Cultural Aspect

The Lost Connection of Necessary Part

Figure 1. Hierarchy diagram of themes.

The hierarchy chart as shown in Figure.l by NVivo 12 tells the magnitude of each theme i.e., the
percentage to which a theme is showing the CPEC and educational, a way forward in the eyes of Pakistani
academia. The figure highlights the first major theme as “Opportunities in Present Environment” which in
fact offers huge opportunities available for Instructor and students both for employment and opening new
vistas for employment, experience and education in Pakistan through CPEC. The second major theme
revolves around the effects of CPEC on socio-cultural heritage according to the perceptive of Pakistani
academia. The third biggest theme according to Pakistani academia is the complications and difficulties in
the shape of fear of “Chinese dept trap”, our corrupt leadership and dangers to our social norms and
customs. Whereas, we have an equal share of Pakistanis academia’s apprehensions about the perception of
CPEC for Pakistani population, the way we are planning and preparing ourselves to move forward along
with CPEC and the biggest problem in our education system which is also the lost connection of necessary
part.

The thematic model made with the help of Nvivo 12. Figure 2 represents the response of the participants
the way they suggested a way forward for the educational pursuit for the CPEC. According to their
experience and exposure, awareness regarding CPEC especially on educational grounds were not so firm.
Except for the designers of policy and rectors of public higher educational institutions the response to
complications and difficulties was neither appropriate nor desirable.
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Figure 2. Thematic Model of CPEC and Education

The aspect of finding the lost connection of necessary part and safeguard of our socio-cultural heritage was
not sound. It seemed as if we were short of ideas when it came to planning and preparation feature which
undermined the value of educational opportunities in present environment. This all posed a hindrance
towards a weaker understanding and awareness for a way forward for education and CPEC amongst the
academicians of Pakistan.

Limitations and Delimitations of Study

Due to research magnitude and wasteness which forced the researchers to delimit it to the Western Route of
CPEC only. However, if the research was conducted on all the three routes, then, it may have been more
advantageous to get a detailed idea of A way forward for CPEC and education in the eyes of Pakistani
academia, nevertheless this wouldn’t bring any change on findings and recommendations of the study.

Findings of the Study
Basic Understanding

It was sourly conveyed by the participants that correct knowledge about CPEC was never made common to
the general masses. Even to the extent that its start, inauguration and unfolding of events details was also
kept hidden for quite a long time. It might be because of many a reasons like security of the information
and the Chinese manpower which was working in Pakistan. Even to the extent that the participants were
deficient in providing basic awareness which was later found out through the documentary analysis. It's
also possible that the way things happened left little opportunity for anyone to think about education
preparation in relation to CPEC at an earlier interval.

ISSN: 2308-7056 Shuja, Akhtar & Saifi (2022) 72



www.irbas.academyirmbr.com October 2022
International Review of Basic and Applied Sciences Vol. 10 Issue.4

R 1 uncovered that,

“Definitely, it is going to broaden the horizon of our next generation as we will have more scholarships,
more chances to interact with foreign Instructor, and more exposure to outside world.”

T15 bewilderingly affirmed once asked ‘what impact CPEC will have on education in Pakistan?

‘In my view point CPEC will help us more, particularly for the student exchange and teaching fellowship
programmes with China.’

Potentials in the Educational System of Pakistan

In light of the low levels of familiarity and exposure to CPEC, the researchers assumed that the responses
would be proportional to the degree to which each group had been exposed to the programme. The Policy
designers and Rectors were asked about the potential in education system concerning China Pakistan
Economic Corridor to which one of the respondents rector R 2 replied that,

“Potential is very vast. Now it's up to us how we take advantage of that. If we make proper policies and
plans and carry out proper signing of pacts with Chinese having positive mind and approach, then we're
going to get so much in return which we cannot imagine.”

Further, when inquired ‘What is the potential for Instructor in relation to CPEC? one of the respondents |
9 was of this view,

“If you look at the CPEC it is a multidisciplinary Program or project that wills influx the area not only with
the engineering equipment but also with good opportunities for those who are ready to accept challenges
related to their knowledge in management sciences, in administration sciences, in economics sciences i.e.,
with the amalgamation of all these major fields.”

S 17 & S 21 were of this view,

“The future belongs to the youth of Pakistan. We are the doctors, engineers, Instructor, scientists, and
businessmen of tomorrow. If something is being done in CPEC it is for us therefore, the scope of education
in CPEC is in direct relation to our prospects.”

The policy designers and Rectors While talking about SEZs, were not convinced that for over 4500 kms in
length of the western route and 18000 kms of additional road infrastructure we are having just 9 SEZs. This
will fell short of requirement. Even if we base our calculation on these 9 SEZs where to get manpower
from as these will be having vast infrastructures of power generation and other related smaller projects.
Does anything stop us from thinking about the affiliation of tertiary education institutions with the SEZs for
provision or supply of skilled and knowledge-based economy to them. This is where comes the flaw in
planning and coordination for CPEC.

Once asked the question regarding SEZs, one of the policy designers P 14 emphasized: -

“Any number of SEZs will be short of our requirements like in Italy, they have SEZs after every 40
kilometers and this is because there is a local population within the diameter of 40 kilometers. They also
have the industrial outlets/shops like we have planned here in our Special Economic Zones. This way the
local populous is the employee of that SEZ, and that is how both the SEZ and local populous are
complementing each other.”
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| 20 assertively revealed: -

“The details regarding SEZs are obscure. The educational relationship will be developed after the
developmental stage of SEZs is over.”

Designing and Layout details in Education for CPEC

Designing and layout details form the basics of visionary approach in education. Till the time vision is not
perfect there is no question of having detailed work on the planning and preparation. It was never thought
off that education will have any role to play in CPEC.

The Rectors were probed regarding designing and layout details of education in CPEC by questioning “to
what extent we have laid down designing and parameters to meet the objectives of CPEC? Rector 1
uncovered that: -

“Once we talk about design and layout, we must know what we have and what we are expected to do, it is a
specified job which cannot be done in isolation we have to see which whether manpower requirements
approach or the cost-benefit approach educational planning approach suit the best to the people off
Pakistan.”

The Pakistani academic community got off to a sluggish start because even if we had the information
necessary to demonstrate that we had the necessary resources, the goal and path forward were not clearly
mapped out.

I 14 impeccably mentioned once probed regarding planning related to education aspects in CPEC,

‘I believe that CPEC has the potential to advance both education and trade, the majority of the course's
content will center on these themes.’

S 6 expressed his views on educational demand of China Pakistan Corridor,

“We need not to include anything in our syllabus rather we should focus more on teaching and learning
aspects”

R 17 affirmed that,

“We are casual in approach and look at things when they come right in front of us, we have to predict pre-
hand and then make a strategy, i.e., reality is coming in.”

P13 was of this view,

“No, no, not at all. We lack a lot of capacity. We need to prepare ourselves.”

Practical Approach as missing part in education System

In today's progressive environment, educational objectives are formulated as a stepping stone toward more
ambitious targets. Learning from the growing economies of the globe, we can see that their curricula are
not only theoretical but rather more practical in character, which is important if we are to reap the

advantages of education. Our academic programme is well-designed, but practical training is left to on-the-
job training.
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P 7 uncovered that,

“Unfortunately, our education system does not produce those individuals who are required in the market.
They are practically not so well-groomed, that is why | have suggested to the government that for the next
five-year plan a student must devote or undergo at least two years to get the practical education.”

senior professor | 8 unveiled that,

“If Professors are not aware how to handle the equipment, then how can they teach their students? This is
one of the reasons for which | put in a lot of emphasis to the Planning Commission that in the next five
years plan we will emphasize practical training. ”

One of the respondent rectors R 19 impeccably mentioned: -

“Our educational policy or system of education seriously needs a review or whatever you can term it.
Apart from our casual attitude and some other reasons why Chinese Companies avoid taking our
manpower is that they find Pakistanis ignorant of practical aspects. And once trained, the trained
manpower flees away for the lust of money.”

S 7, S10 and S21 shared their views as:

“We must have some change in our educational policy and it should facilitate employment opportunities
for Pakistani students in CPEC”.

Socio-Cultural Inheritance in Pakistan

Islam, as her name implies, plays an important part in the daily lives of the people of Pakistan. This holds
true no matter one's socioeconomic standing, level of education, or political beliefs inside the country.
Founded on the Two-Nation Theory, which divided the Indian subcontinent into two separate countries
(one with a Hindu majority, and another with a Muslim majority), Pakistan is an ideological state that
obtained its independence in 1947.

Instructor I 16 made the same observation and voiced her concern when asked “Do you see any cultural or
social changes due to CPEC.” 116 affirmed that,

“l am quite worried about growing trend of inter marriages between Pakistani and Chinese couples. With
altogether a diverse background, cultural, social and educational heritage I don’t see for these relations
going any farther. To top it all, the gangs operating from both sides trapping innocent girls for human
trafficking is yet another sour concern which I want to notify.”

When the topic of globalizing culture arose, one of the leading policy designers P 14 defended our cultural
traditions by saying that,

“Why to undermine our rich heritage, traditions and customs against an adopted culture which is nothing
but disdain and insolence, and labeled as a globalized culture.”

RECTORS inquired similarly, “Do you think we can sustain a globalized culture in our society?” R 16
impeccably mentioned,

“Why to trade a superior thing against something inferior? Why should we like some other culture to be

imposed on us? We struggled for independence only to practice our own religion, customs and traditions
and not to ruin our moralities.”
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I 18 explicitly mentioned,

“It is a cynical thought by liberals, who want to enforce liberty of thoughts and willful acts disregarding
own socio—cultural ethos and customs which will receive a severe response in our society being divergent.”

Forthcoming Obstacles and Problems related to CPEC

However, while we should try to see the positive side of things, we should also keep in mind the opposite
side of the picture. Neither regional nor global powers support Pakistan and China's joint venture at the
moment. The already precarious economic situation in Pakistan is made even more so by the frequent
escalation of the security situation in the country as a result of both internal and external action.

P 9 highlighted few glaring aspect once asked about the challenges concerning CPEC,

“Chinese do not put up their demands beforehand like changing our culture or adopting their curriculum.
We share a long history of bilateral friendship and trust built over the Karakorum highway which is to the
advantage of both countries. Therefore, I do not have any fear or apprehension.”

R 16 affirmed that,

“In business and trade, we do not compromise on certain things and so because it is done to earn profit.
We should be smart enough to know what's right and what is wrong.”

S 21 voiced her doubt as,

“The biggest challenge for us is “Corruption”’, when “CPEC debts” will increase, China will be occupying
Pakistan’s selected territory, which although seems impossible.”

R 4 once questioned about “Chinese debt trap.” His reply was as under: -

“It is propaganda to defame the Chinese Government and its people, if we study history of China, they
were very enclosed but now they're opening up. If we are clever enough, we can find a way out.”

Findings and Discussion

The potential educational perks of CPEC from the viewpoint of Pakistani academicians was discussed at
length. The study's scope was so large that just one of the CPEC's three routes—the Western Route—was
examined in detail. Still, the researches might incorporate all of the three routes which might have covered
the aspect of CPEC in totality, however, even if that was adopted still teir won’t have been any effect on
findings and recommendations of the study.

Participants' preconceived notions of CPEC was the focus of our first research question. Researchers found
that all respondents knew very little about CPEC and its implications for the academic sphere. Except for
policy designers and RECTORS s, who have a fairly good notion of repercussions, but whose far-ranging
impacts are disguised as yet and the public at large are ignorant of the vision or of actual facts. The results
of the study agree with those of Ali and Qazi (2018). The researchers asked the same set of questions to all
three groups because they reasoned that the level of response would mirror the participants' familiarity with
the CPEC initiative. Although policy designers understood that this initiative had the potential to be a
game-changer for Pakistan and the region, they also made it clear that it would not take over the
government's long-term plan for economic growth and development. Making this happen will allow
businesses to produce the critical machinery needed for the generation, transmission, and dissemination of
renewable power technologies. The researchers' conclusion agrees with that of Hussain and Mehmood
(2018).

ISSN: 2308-7056 Shuja, Akhtar & Saifi (2022) 76



www.irbas.academyirmbr.com October 2022
International Review of Basic and Applied Sciences Vol. 10 Issue.4

The second inquiry pertained to the potential benefits of CPEC for Pakistan in the field of education.
Construction of roads and the various MOUs on power generation sectors provides huge employment as
well as educational opportunities for both instructors and students in Pakistan. Coal, wind, solar, nuclear,
and hydropower plant developments in CPEC will necessitate specialists in a wide range of related fields of
study, including but not limited to Engineering and its related fields, Meteorologists, Geologists,
Anthropologists, Mining domains, etc. The chemical pharmaceutical, domestic machinery and fabric,
power conservation and environmentally friendly procedures and machines, designing products, and
mineral treating plant industries are just a few of the mechanical capacity building sectors that have a direct
impact on educational opportunities. Education can cover a wide variety of topics related to water systems,
including: trickled water system innovation; trim cultivation; animal breeding; ranger services; nutrition
development; sea-growing animals and fishery; natural breeding; generation; handling; capacity building;
transportation; framework development; disease prediction and control; utilization of water assets;
generation and preservation; post-harvest care of plants; improvement of peaceful zones in leaves;
pesticides; and many more. The research confirms CPEC's predictions in this area (CPEC, 2020).

The third inquiry concerned the preparations and plans that Pakistan has made in the field of education in
light of CPEC. Several survey takers were heard lamenting that Pakistan is ill-equipped for this study.
Countries prosper when their populations also increase in level of education (Lim, 2018). If we're falling
behind other world powers now, it's because we didn't have a good enough education in the past. The
advancements we have made in the areas of education, trade, industry, finance, technology, information,
and communication have not been as impressive as they should have been. Education is a means by which
we can begin to fortify our character, awareness, and favourable dispositions in the hope that, with
diligence and perseverance, we can eventually attain our goals. There's no alternative to putting in the work
necessary to make progress. Students who are physically fit and morally upright will benefit the country in
whatever field they choose to work in.

Conclusion

The analysis shows us one apparent thing: we are not educated enough to tackle CPEC. We're behind on
education objectives because our leaders were myopic or policy designers didn't see the several
opportunities heading our way. Whether it was the lack of foresight on the part of our leaders or the
ignorance of policy designers, we simply failed to anticipate to due to which we are far behind in our
efforts to achieve our educational goals.

Presently we need to make sure that our universities' curricula are modernized in light of current
developments in higher education, and we need to introduce the all those courses for which our students go
to abroad. All of this must be done to the highest possible quality standards. Another responsibility would
be to establish connections between these educational institutions and SEZs. This should all be so well
planned that all educational institutions have a clear roadmap until 2030 for what they have to produce
educationally to meet the need of SEZs and other national necessities. A standardized curriculum taught
entirely in Urdu could help overcome language barriers and pave the path for new ideas and technologies to
spread. Finally, the right man for the right job at suitable time and place successively till 2030 will lead us
to the development and prosperity via well planned institutions.

Recommendations

For CPEC's educational, vocational, labour, and skilled people coaching and training purpose, a new
establishment must be founded to coordinate and control them. The attached document provides a
suggested structure in this regard.

The economic revitalization of Pakistan depends on inconsistent policies, the decoupling of projects from
politics, the elimination of corruption, and the steady availability of cash. The proposed establishment will
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secure all of the aforementioned aspects, including the timely attainment of the CPEC's educational
objectives.

Heavy manufacturing equipment is needed for projects like building roads, railways, SEZs, providing SEZ
facilities, building hydropower, atomic, thermal, wind, and solar power plants, and so on, making full
technological transfer and self- produced essential. Consequently, MOUs signed should emphasize two
things form Pakistani side: (a) Pakistani people should be given proper guidance, and skill development
and enhancement tanning on all aspects including machinery and equipment to generate human capital for
this project; and (b) comprehensive transfer of technology, which would provide easily accessible material
and human resource to both local and international investors, giving them the ability to carry out their duty
in a consistent and progressive manner.

CPEC will alter our existing educational setup. Keeping in view the future needs of CPEC for coming 15
years, it is essential to revamp our educational setup in such a way that all the SEZs are kept with full sight,
moreover all the SEZs should be attached to educational institutes be it vocational centers, tertiary
institutes, high schools or secondary school for the provision of human assets for this project.

Figure 3: Proposed Establishment of CPEC Coordination Cell Educational and Vocational Branch
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The suggested establishment is identical to Pakistan's existing bureaucratic hierarchy. In addition to making
the day-to-day operations of CPEC's educational components easier, this group will help create and grow
CPEC at the Federal level. A government agency (the CPEC Coordination and Control Authority) led by a
senior official bureaucrat may be tasked with overseeing the project as a whole. One of the numerous
Wings he oversees will be used solely for educational purposes. This department will be led by one of the
principal bureaucrat's deputies, and it will be in charge of coordinating all educational, vocational, skilled
personnel, SEZs, and training matters pertaining to the CPEC. One assistant will handle matters related to
education and training, while the other will handle human resources and financial impacts. Four
subordinates will report to the next level of authority; one will be in charge of CPEC-related education and
training, while the others will be in charge of the project's impact on the economy, the workforce, and
human resources. Educational Institutes, Special Economic Zones, Vocational Education, Skilled
Manpower & Labour Training, Human Resource Development, Administration and Coordination, Finance
and Audit would all fall under the purview of a section officer in this educational coordination arm.
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