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Abstract 

The present study explores the Neo Imperialistic analysis of Lord Jim by Conrad who is regarded as the 

central figure in the genre of post-colonial novels. It is an avatar of different strategies of Neo Imperialism 

which is indebted to an idea instead of the myth of tyranny and suppression. The study further investigates 

the seeds of the economic-oriented Neo Imperialism under the perspective of the theory of Neo Imperialism 

propounded by Lenin (1870) and Hobson (1902). The undercurrents of Neo Imperialism are analyzed 

through the characters, socio-economic, and geographical background of the novel. The proposed study is 

qualitative in nature in which Intertextuality is used as a tool to explore the text of the novel. Content 

analysis is conducted as it is a flexible method to analyze, describe and interpret a text. To achieve 

research objectives only Lord Jim (1900) is taken into consideration from Conrad's novels. This paper 

proves that Conrad wrote this novel to analyze seeds of Neo Imperialism. Selected passages from the novel 

are taken and analyzed. Every postcolonial text is significant for the colonized people. Finally, this study 

will contribute a lot to the growing strategies of reading Neo Imperialism in the present age. It will, 

therefore, give a new insight to the readers to explore the effects of Neo Imperialism on the economy of 

native people. 

 

Keywords: Neo Imperialism, Marxism, Ship-industry, Finance, Administration. 

  

 

Introduction 

 
The present paper investigates the seeds of Neo Imperialism in Conrad‘s novel Lord Jim. This work 

analyses the essential points of economic-oriented imperialism, Neo Imperialism, and their place in this 

study. It also throws light on the excessive increase of imperialism in South Asia particularly the Malaysia 

archipelago and some other countries. Further, this paper highlights the strategies of converting old 

imperialism into Neo Imperialism and its methods as well. It manifests the consequences of Neo 

Imperialism on the economy of both native and metropolitan citizens. The objectives of the research are 

mentioned in this section. Reasons for undertaking this research work, scope, and benefits have also been 

assimilated in this section of the paper.  
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Neo Imperialism 

 

Neo Imperialism as a term was used by Nkrumah (1909-1972), a renowned politician, author, and president 

of Ghana. New has been used as a prefix the meanings of which are current, fresh, and modern. New 

Imperialism is mutually interchangeable with Neo Imperialism. Neo Imperialism is based on the idea 

instead of practice of using force in disguise of the military. The term is widely used to disclose all types of 

control over ex-colonies. The term Neo Imperialism has been used as a substitute for new colonialism 

because now most economically developed countries have gained domination over weak nations through 

policies. Now institutions like World Bank, WTO, UNICEF, UNESCO, IMF, and some other NGOs are 

used to trap ex-colonies in the economic web instead of control through military invasion. Old and Neo 

Imperialism can be distinguished based on ideologies because Neo Imperialism has a profound ideology 

that is above the approach of common men. On the other hand, old imperialism was not as complex as the 

Neo Imperialism is as during the old imperialism, indigenous people were too simple because they could 

not understand the intention of imperial masters. Now the critics of Neo Imperialism have exposed the 

hidden motives behind the capital investment, but the local administrations of colonies are too weak to take 

advantage of their natural resources. In the old imperialism, the imperial masters tried to prove that native 

people are ignorant and they do not know what the best is for them. In Neo Imperialism, imperial lords are 

like retired officers who are doing nothing but taking economic advantage. Although indigenous people 

themselves are governing their states but economically providing benefits to their old masters. In old 

imperialism, they burnt the prestigious books and destroyed the glorious past of colonized people. They 

made the loss of their identity, now they are enjoying the sufferings of ex-colonies. Imperial lords in old 

imperialism took advantage of some mimic men. They donated some lands and money to native 

intellectuals to avoid resistance. The mimic men worked on their masters‘ behalf and secured their 

interests. They taught religion only to fight and hate each other so that they could do what they want to do 

in colonies.  

 

Objectives  

 

The present research explores the seeds of Neo Imperialism in the literary compositions of postcolonial 

writers. The researcher has selected only one genre of literature; i.e. novel because it is more realistic than 

other genres. This study also aims at the impacts of Neo Imperialism on post-colonial authors. The research 

will be beneficial to the people of the subcontinent and European ex-colonies as it will:  

 

 qualitatively analyze the data in the context of textual analysis of the novel. 

 analyze the strategy of white people to explore undiscovered territories for economic benefits.  

 analyze the economic dependency of first-world countries which rely on the third-world 

countries.  

 examine the reaction of the people of Patusan towards foreign invaders.  

 explore competition of imperial countries to hold economic hegemony over each other.  

 interrogate using of sea routes and ships as the means of Neo Imperialism. 

 

Methodology 
 

Since the subjugation of weaker nations by powerful nations came into being through an idea; different 

economists and scholars have added some views in the theories of Imperialism. Most theorists erected the 

buildings of Neo Imperialistic theory on the foundations of economic need. In the novel character of Jim 

and Brown both represent economic need of that time but their approaches of fulfilling their ends are 

different. In simple words, most of the theorists are Marxist. Major Marxist theorists are Luxemburg, 

Rudolf, Hilferding, Bukharin, Lenin and Hobson. Karl Marx himself did not use the terms Imperialism and 

Neo Imperialism in his writings. He focused on capitalism and its consequences on the non-European 
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world. He segregated classes into bourgeoisies and proletariats. This system is based on an unequal 

distribution of wealth and resources.  

 

Marxist Imperialism 
  

Hobson and Lenin (1870-1924) are known as the pioneers of the theory of Neo Imperialism. Marxists' 

theories of Neo Imperialism given by these theorists, give better insight into the nature of capitalism. It has 

three phases and its first phase deals with capitalism, finance, and monopolies. The second phase of 

Imperialism is concerned with new Marxists. The third phase of Imperialism is concerned with the age of 

globalization. It is originated with Hardit and Negri when they published Empire (2000). It is inextricable 

to make a distinction between commencement and the end of a phase. Neo Imperialism was the practice of 

subordinating weak states by powerful nations to control mineral resources and markets. The competition 

and rivalry of controlling and establishing hegemony lead the advanced nations towards World Wars. The 

phases of Neo Imperialism are inextricable because its beginning and the end cannot be demarcated easily.  

 

Lenin‘s theory of Imperialism is also a Marxist theory of Neo Imperialism. His theory is the antithesis of 

Marx's theory of economics. Marx (1818-1883) predicted that capitalism would not be sustained so long 

and its collapse is inevitable. He further said that after some decades a new social and economic form 

would replace the current social form. Capitalism makes explicit distinctions between riches and the poor 

and these differences would become bad to worst. Eventually, the revolution would erase all the 

differences. In views of Lenin (1999), Marxist‘s prediction could not come true because of Imperialism 

which is the highest stage of capitalism filled the gaps which were making distinctions between the rich and 

the poor (p.37). In the late 18th century, England became an exceptional capitalist country through vast 

colonial occupation. Later on, they converted old methods of Imperialism into Neo Imperialism. England 

earned super profit and the workers who were living from hand to mouth; enjoyed economic blessings and 

standard life. They were helped by access to different public and private institutions. 

  

Germany, Japan, America, France, and the UK are the most influential new imperial masters. In the first 

decade of the 20th century, German banks collected 40% more deposits than those of the previous century. 

Each bank was having more than 10 million marks. Finance capital and surplus balance are always 

profitable for few people, particularly those who possess it. There are lots of agriculturist states in the world 

who are running their economic system under capitalism yet the living standard of people is not high 

because they have not converted agriculture into industrialization. Great Britain built 100000-kilometer 

railway tracks only to get easy access to coal and iron resources in the colonies and eventually produced 

million tons of pig iron. This track is four times larger than that of Germany. The Britain doubled her 

income and the British people led a luxurious life because a large portion of cultivated land was 

transformed into sports grounds, hunting, and parks. Through industrialization surplus capital is gained and 

then exported to newly liberated colonies. The surplus capital gives opportunities to capitalist investors to 

increase further profit. Mostly, surplus capital is exported in ex-colonies where mineral sources are in 

abundance, wages are low, and the raw material is also cheap. England exported or invested its capital in 

those countries that had been remained his colony.  

 

In the earlier period of Neo Imperialism France exported surplus capital to Europe. Later on, they gradually 

expanded their circle throughout the world. There is a difference between British and French Imperialism 

and export capital because Britain took little interest in the export of capital while French took a huge 

quantity of interest that is why his exported capital is called usury Imperialism. Capital exporting countries 

made progress rapidly. A major part of the surplus capital is given as a loan to third world countries and 

they are bound to purchase military weapons from the advanced countries from where the loan is taken. 

Advanced countries spread their network with the assistance of banks. The world's great imperial powers 

divided the globe among themselves. There was hardly any unoccupied territory. The territories were 

divided in such a way as a territory could be passed from the ownership of one country to another powerful 

county. The shift of surplus and the unemployed population was inevitable. Imperialism was the only way 
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to resolve social and domestic problems like unemployment, underconsumption, fear of protests, and civil 

wars. Factories and mines provided an opportunity to broaden goods markets through Neo Imperialism. In 

the beginning only capitalism was initiated but later on, it was transformed into monopoly, hegemony, and 

Neo Imperialism. In capitalism, there is only competition but finance capitalism created a monopoly and 

controlled markets; that‘s why Imperialism is a special stage of capitalism. Both mew Imperialism and the 

highest stage of capitalism control markets. The primary job of Neo Imperialism is to create finance capital 

while industrialization is its secondary purpose. Modern Imperialism is different from the old one because 

it does not make the growth of a single empire. Further, Neo Imperialism makes competition among several 

other types of Imperialisms. Its focus is on the dominance of industrial countries over agrarian countries.  

 

Literature Review 
 

Earlier empire building and European expansion are indebted to the use of force but 18th and early decades 

of the 19th century, religion and politics are used as tools to hold control over overseas markets. Over time, 

these tools became less acceptable to occupy a weak state. Public opinions, decision-makers, and taxpayers 

were against spending money on overseas military expeditions. Henceforth, in Neo Imperialism Justice, 

democracy, military operations, philanthropy‘ enforcement of Christian and western values as guarantors of 

progress and peace in the whole world is used to control public opinions. Some nonmilitary heroes came 

who supported the agenda of Neo Imperialism and military advancement to get a reputation and fulfill 

European economic interests. The deeds of military leaders were celebrated to change public opinion about 

the army. The new imperial masters wanted to control the opinions of the citizens of metropolitan cities 

about Neo Imperialism. 

 

According to Sèbe (2012) a lot of memorable items like ash-tray bonbon dishes, silk portraits, paintings, 

statues, even, plays and songs were written to support nonmilitary heroes such as Livingstone and Gordon. 

These celebrations and reports about major events were rapidly spread by dint of new papers and means of 

communication and transportation like steamships, railway, telephone, and telegraph, etc. written pieces, in 

the form of journals, magazines, newspapers, reports, articles, books and pamphlets helped different 

companies to advertise and sell their goods Consequently, new commercial opportunities give a new 

impetus to Neo Imperialism.  

 

Like the other major novels of Conrad, researchers have explored a lot of aspects of this novel. 

Psychological control over native people is one of the integral parts of Neo Imperialism. This feature has 

been explored in Heart of Darkness. Imperial masters mentally control native people so that they could not 

resist the policies. Mentally the natives become a slave. When Kurtz was in the inner station he was 

controlling lots of people and collecting ivory. The natives were considering him like a deity. Jim also 

manifests psychological control over primitive people. The native people gave him the title of Tuan which 

means ―Lord‖ 

 

When he came to Patusan, he took control over the region by gaining the favor of the native rules. 

According to (Al-Khaiat, 2010) Jim‘s control in the region is equal to the control of Imperial masters on 

overseas markets. Businessmen and traders in Europe were like pressure groups who forced their 

governments to capture overseas markets to sell their manufactured goods. Peter (2018) explores that 

imperial states believe in Darwin‘s (1869) theory of ―survival of the fittest‖. They have replaced the 

concept of force, suppression, military, and tyranny with cunning diplomatic policies. Some countries have 

atomic power and may resist each other. The resistance may raise the hazards of World Wars again. Now 

they are using different ideas to make their nation stronger. They have gained control over ex-colonies to 

survive in the world. The line from the text of Lord Jim “how to be‖ said by Stein refers to Darwinian 

Theory. Henthorne (2000) contends that Conrad has depicted the end of colonialism. When he wrote Lord 

Jim at that time process of decolonization was in its initial stages. The major colonial powers were lifting 

their flags from the colonies. Jim was a representative of the Dutch people who expanded his business to 
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the Malaya archipelago. Moreover, he was a manager as well as a representative of the Dutch government. 

His death allegorically represents the death or the end of colonialism. 

 

Qing (2012) has explored the empire-building of Europeans in the novel. They have fallen prey to a 

superiority complex. The white people regard themselves as sophisticated and have a moral obligation to 

spread moral values which are practiced by Europeans. They have a Euro-centric approach. This approach 

helped them to expand their business in farfetched areas. He says that Conrad is anticipating the coming 

intensive time of global capitalism.  

 

The political foresightedness of comrade in Lord Jim has been explored by (Moosaviana, 2011). According 

to his perspective, the novel portrays the political life of the Malays Archipelago. Bugis, Celebes and 

Malayan people are the native of Patusan. They have social rather than tribal conflicts. Their conflicts 

revolve around the local business. Malayans are the rulers of the territory but they are puppets in the hands 

of Raja Tunku Allang and Sharif Ali. Finally, Jim restored peace and harmony in the region by defeating 

the local rogues.  

 

Data Analysis 
 

Generally, the readers take colonialism and Imperialism the same thing but there is a difference between 

these terms. Imperialism is the consequence of colonialism while Neo Imperialism is an advanced form of 

Imperialism. According to Kohn, (2006) colonialism and Imperialism are interchangeable terms; 

 

The practice of colonialism usually involved the transfer of population to a new territory, where the arrivals 

lived as permanent settlers while maintaining political allegiance to their country of origin. Imperialism, on 

the other hand, comes from the Latin term imperium, meaning to command. Thus, the term Imperialism 

draws attention to the way that one country exercises power over another, whether through settlement, 

sovereignty, or indirect mechanisms of control (p.40). 

 

The major object behind the Neo Imperialism is economic development in the form of the trade like ivory 

in Heart of Darkness, Silver in Nostromo, and different edible items in Lord Jim. According to Donovan 

(2017) Lord Jim is different from other sea stories because it is a stirring tale of adventure but its highest 

purpose was to reveal the economic exploitation in Patusan (p.2). Imperial masters control more and more 

wealth and knit the relationship of master and slave, with the threads of wealth, technology and power. The 

master can do what he likes. Mostly they exploit natural resources, native labor, and political system even 

fertile lands.  

 

Multinational trading companies are one of the significant features of Neo Imperialism. The trading 

company in the Malaya archipelago belongs to the Dutch imperial master. Dutch land is the old name of the 

Netherland; it is a country in Western Europe. Like other countries of Europe, this country also expanded 

economic-oriented Imperialism over many Asian and African countries. Dutch empire continued its 

dominance for more than one and a half-century over the colonies. Dutch empire in its golden period 

captured territories from Europe, Asia, Africa, North America, and South America. In Asia, the Dutch 

empire established its trading posts in Sri Lanka, Taiwan, Malacca, Iran, Iraq, Pakistan, Yemen, 

Bangladesh, Oman, Burma, Thailand, Malaysia, Cambodia, Vietnam, China, and Japan. Batavia which is 

the old name of Jakarta was the hub of its administrative and economic activities. Some corporations, 

multinational companies, and brands like Coca-Cola, McDonald's, KFC, Shell petroleum, Overseas & 

Rhodesian Investment Co. Ltd. and African Loan & Investment Ltd, etc. were made which were examples 

of capitalism as well as Neo Imperialism. The companies were dealing in every aspect of trade such as 

Finance and Investment Companies, Coal Mines, Copper Mines, Gold Mines, Diamond Mines, Land and 

Estate and Industrial and Sundry. The Dutch companies competed with other European and non-European 

companies to hold the monopoly in trade.   
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Different cargo ships were used for commercial purpose to make the trade profitable because no land road 

directly made a connection to Patusan. Only sea business was appropriate to earn a profit because the white 

men had to cross the sea to get access to Patusan. ―At thirty-two he had one of the best commands going in 

the Eastern trade— Captain Brierly was concerned with trade‖ (p.23). 

 

Stein was at home in overseas business, he had the experience to select an expert person who is eligible for 

business in Eastern countries. He selected experienced persons for his company. The climate of the east 

was favorable to the food items; that is why the area was appealing to new imperial powers. Patusan was 

enriched with dried fish, rice, pepper, gum, wax, coffee, chilies, edible birds, sweet potato, and bullock. 

According to Parvanova (2017), imperial powers used native labor so that they can collect objects at a 

lower cost. The cash crops were produced on large scale in the colonized territories. For commercial 

interests, imperial masters cleared millions of acres of trees and bushes to enhance the growth of cash crops 

(p.9). This intensive commercial farming and removal of trees consequently gave way to soil erosion, 

drought, deforestation, and desert expansion. All these natural objects were collected by foreign trading 

companies. The strategy of Neo Imperialism has been used to earn benefits from all these sources of nature. 

White people occupied business and administration. They used sailors, ships and nonmilitary heroes instead 

of military troops to occupy the territory.  

 

Neo Imperialism commenced in the time of globalization. After the decline of the hegemony of Great 

Britain; Germany, China, Russia, America, and France uplifted their heads and came into the field because 

they were in the favor of free trade. A country could import and export goods and products anywhere in the 

globe. New Imperial countries were importing edible items while exporting armament and ships to Patusan. 

The incident of Patna reveals global trade and the partnership of different nations on sea trade. This ship 

was transporting Muslim pilgrims with the association of china, New Wales Germany, and Arab. New job 

opportunities and overseas markets are also symbols of globalization. Jim was English while the captain 

belonged to Scotland. In addition to international business; persons and traders of different nations and 

costs were residing in Patusan. Raja Allang was Malay, Doramin was Arab half breed, his son Dain Waris 

has been called ―intermediate native‖. Both father and son were light-skinned but they were superior to 

other natives in every walk of life. Jewel was European (Western) as well as Eastern because her mother 

was brown and her father was white, Stein was Austrian, Cornelius was half-cast Portuguese, and Chester 

was Australian. The characters of the novel are not confined to one territory, race, country, region, religion, 

and continent; they have different casts and nationalities. They came close to each other due to trade. The 

central figure of Heat of Darkness Kurtz was a new European because his mother was half English and 

father was half-French. The setting of the novel discloses geographically different seas and lands like 

Western and Eastern. People of different colors, cast, races, cultures, and nationalities are living and 

working together in a single place (Patusan).  

 

According to Sewlall, (2004) Jim created a mini British Empire in Patusan. The whole organization was 

under the supervision of Jim. In Patusan the white did not need a visa to get in; they can move in and out of 

Patusan freely. People of different countries were performing jobs at different places. Jim was a water clerk 

and performed his job at Bombay, Calcutta, Rangoon, Penang, Malay, and Batavia. All these gatherings are 

indebted to globalization.   

 

The novel is story of a shipmate which abandoned passengers and later became the protector and liberator 

of the Indonesian tribe. The ship‘s name was Patna which was bound to travel from Singapore to the Red 

Sea. Jim ignored both morality and code of maritime and abandoned the ship because there were only a few 

lifeboats and 800 pilgrims who were going to Mecca to perform Hajj.  

  

Industrialization also played a significant role in the expansion of Neo Imperialism. New imperial masters 

focused on the industry while the Third world countries were asked to pay heed to agriculture. According 

to (Jernigan, 2011) Neo Imperialism heightened the sense of empire and took economic control over ex-

colonies (p.3). When the insurgents, natives, and quasi metropolitan people rejected colonial rules then the 
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global capital system was used as a hydra to occupy the wealth of dependent countries. New imperial 

countries economically depend on the natural resources of colonies, capital invested there, and their wealth. 

The writers also represented new approaches to Imperialism in the form of industrialization. Ships as an 

industry have been used in Conrad‘s novels. In Heart of Darkness narrator of the story, Marlow begins the 

story in a boat whose name is Nelly. In The Nigger of the Narcissus steamships are portrayed as monstrous. 

In Lord Jim different types of ships and boats have been mentioned. Steam engines sharpened the 

momentum of the extension of capitalism. These engines facilitated the global circulation of goods and 

proved helpful for the overseas investors. The shipping industry shortened the distances and transformed 

macroeconomic into a global capital system. This industry engaged thousands of Steam engineers and some 

other crew. The Advancement in ship industries and transportations through steamships shrank the earth. 

They have played a vital role in commerce and overseas trade. 

 

Several New imperial masters tried to reoccupy the economy of their ex-colonies in the whole world. They 

competed with each other to expand their control. New imperial masters sometimes tried to resolve their 

issues about dominance; through diplomacy and some time they waged wars and cut each other. Trade and 

natural resources were the bone of contention among the new imperial masters. ―For a bag of Pepper, they 

would cut each other's throats without hesitation and would forswear their souls, of which they were so 

careful otherwise‖ (p.81). Different alliances were formed by European countries to take control over 

Patusan. For this purpose, they seem busy forming alliance with each other. The first alliance is analyzed 

between Stein, an English capitalist and half Arab Doramin. Like the other characters in colonial fiction, 

Jim also won the favor of faithful subordinates to make himself a powerful invader. Doramin, Dain Waris, 

Tamb Itam, and Jewel were ready to act upon his advice at any cost. The natives used to say with pride that 

Dain Waris fights like a white man while Tamb Itam had a vigilant guardian spirit and protected Jim like a 

faithful slave. According to Res (2013) ―Dain Waris and Doramin both were Jim‘s allies‖ (p. 52). 

 

Doramin was head of Bugis and belonged to the commercial class. He was in Stein‘s good book that is why 

Stein had sent Jim to Doramin with a ring. The ring is a commercial bound between Stein and Doramin. 

This alliance is between Arab and the English who were controlling trade in Malay. They were supporting 

each other in economics and political affairs.  

 

Some other invaders were disturbing free trade and that is why Jim was sent as a manager to control the 

situation. Jim faced some challenges in Patusan due to some inner as well as outers or invaders. The inner 

challenges were to quell the scoundrels like Raja Allang who was native Malay and Sharif Ali a half-breed 

Arab. 

 

Jim also remained in need of alliance throughout his life because after his failure as ship captain he was 

allied by Marlow. In Patusan he formed an alliance with the heads of Bugis. This alliance was significant 

for Doramin and his family because politically Jim was a stake for Bugis‘ head. Doramin was very old and 

wanted his son to be his predecessor. That is why; he had to protect Jim because he was an agent of Stein‘s 

company and assigned a duty to look after Stein‘s business. Both were essential for each other‘s survival; 

―Doramin was anxious about the future of the country‖ (p. 97).  

 

Dain Waris also established a friendship with Jim and it was the first friendship between white and brown. 

Dain Waris wanted to become the next head of the Bugis community thus he needed the support of Jim. 

This alliance was in the favor of everyone who was its member.  

 

Before Jim‘s arrival, Doramin was trying to control the flow of trade according to his own will but he could 

not do that. When Jim associated him, then the local trade came under his control;  

 

Some of the Bugis settlers, weary with endless insecurity, were half inclined to call him in. The younger 

spirits amongst them, chaffing, advised to ―get Sherif Ali with his wild men and drive the Rajah Allang out 
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of the country.……… Doramin has been declared like a hawk that hovers on poultry. But he was getting 

old and the situation was getting out of his control. (p. 92) 

 

According to Hayes (1997) new imperial adventurers are like patriarchs because they seem dominant in 

every colony. Doramin was also one of the Bugis, who were settlers at Patusan; he took control over local 

trade with the help of Jim‘s alliance (p.8).      

 

Gentleman Brown who is an ironic character tried to form alliance with Jim but it was not complete and 

successful. The word Gentleman is contrary to Brown because he is a type of tyrant. He is a faithless 

character in the novel and exterminated peace in Patusan. Kassim, Raja Allang, Cornelius, and Brown 

allied to defeat Jim as well as Bugis. Brown was dark horse and Raja Allang and Cornelius wanted to gain 

his assistance to defeat Jim. Kassim played the role of diplomat between Raja Allang and Brown; ―It was 

the diplomatic Kassim who represented the Rajah at the council‖ (p. 129). 

 

Kassim was a confident man of Raja and acting on the advice of Raja. He was representative of Raja in the 

meetings with other invaders. Later on, Cornelius returned accompanying Kassim, who stepped out with an 

air of perfect good-humored trustfulness, in sandals, and muffled up from neck to ankles in dark-blue 

sheeting. He shook hands with Brown discreetly, and the three drew aside for a conference (p. 130). 

 

Kassim and Raja disliked Doramin because he united Bugis while Cornelius was an enemy of Jim because 

he came as a manager of the trading post of Stein & Co in Patusan. Jim had to replace Cornelius because he 

was not running managerial tasks in a better way. Kassim wanted to defeat Bugis before Jim‘s return so 

that later on the white man (Jim) could be dealt with help of Brown‘s alliance. They were misunderstanding 

that Brown had a large ship full of men to intrude Patusan. Kassim disliked Doramin and his Bugis very 

much, but he hated the new order of things still more. It had occurred to him that these whites, together 

with the Rajah‘s followers, could attack and defeat the Bugis before Jim‘s return. Then, he reasoned, the 

general defection of the townsfolk was sure to follow, and the reign of the white man who protected poor 

people would be over. Afterward, the new allies could be dealt with (p.130). 

 

Cornelius unpacked some pieces of information about the life and place of Jim in Patusan. He wanted the 

end of Jim with the help of Brown and thus he said to him that these are my friendly pieces of advice. 

Brown wanted to make fool of Kassim‘s diplomacy. He was not ready to fight on the account of Raja 

Allang. He came to know about the artillery and power of Jim over natives. Brown wanted to deal with Jim 

peacefully. Raja Allang, Cornelius, Sharif Ali and Kassim tried to provoke Brown to kill Jim so that they 

could loot the wealth of Patusan. ―They would work like brothers till…….‖(p.130). 

 

Brown was more cunning and treacherous than Kassim and Cornelius; he extracted inner feelings from the 

both men. He was not a trader but a looter, robber, and pirate. He robbed the native with brutality instead of 

collecting wealth with an idea and wanted to fulfill his hunger for natural resources which were in Patusan; 

―The land already seemed to be his to tear to pieces, squeeze and throw away‖ (131). 

 

Brown did not act upon Cornelius‘ advice although he inspired him that Brown can get everything that he 

likes‘ but after killing Jim. Even he might have some money from Raja Allang beside loot of Bugis‘ 

houses. In the end, Cornelius is killed by Brown and in this way; their alliance came to the end. This 

alliance destroyed its members instead of providing benefits. The alliance between Doramin and Jim was 

representative of advancement in commerce and free trade while the alliance among Kassim, Cornelius, 

Brown, and Raja Allang was a local type of alliance which was unsuccessful. Later one did not do well 

anything for the natives as well as its members. All the members of this alliance were having conflicts with 

Jim that is why they were on one plate form. The main difference between these alliances was the positive 

and negative approach and intention. The first one was positive while the second consisted of selfishness 

negative intention. All of this alliance represents different nations and countries, which was another form of 

new imperial masters.  
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Globalization, use of multinational companies, psychological control, and new alliance among the different 

nations, economic marginalization and in industrial progress are the main features of Neo Imperialism 

which have been used in the novel. The purpose behind the Neo imperialism is to enlarge the economy of 

the mother country by controlling the resources, and directing wealth of the weaker nations. Conrad has in 

fact unsealed that the real motives behind Neo Imperialism are to increase wealth through ideas instead of 

tyranny and oppression.  

 

Conclusion 
 

Conrad has given the reflection of his age through the novel. From the beginning to the end, Conrad tries to 

depict different strategies of Neo Imperialism. Multinational trading companies, globalization, 

industrialization, use of advanced means of communication, psychological control, new alliances, and 

marginalization of underdeveloped countries are the major New Imperial strategies. The novel is replete 

with such strategies of Neo Imperialism. Stein & Co is an active trading company which is established in 

Patusan. Although it has many stations in other areas of the world but its main station is situated in Patusan. 

The owner of the company is a European trader and belongs to Dutch land. This country made colonies in 

Asia, Africa, North America and Middle East. The colonizers set trading companies and their posts there to 

earn profit.  Jim also apparently gained the solidarity of Bugis but there is irony in his protection of Bugis. 

He protects them to get maximum profit and benefits from trade. Jim protected free trade as a white man 

and a manager of Stein & Co. Doramin was also a merchant whose chief purpose and success was to earn 

the profit of Stein &Co in Patusan. Jim was protecting his mother country‘s commercial ends in the 

disguise of sympathy, fidelity, and loyalty towards the native people. Life of minor as well as major 

characters in the novel revolves around trade and business. Chester is also one of the minor characters but 

he is a multifaceted person. ―He had been pearlier, wrecker, trader and whaler too. I believe him on his own 

words- anything and everything a man may be at sea but a pirate (p. 58)‖. He was also a trader and used to 

purchase steamers at low price but his approaches in trade are different than those of Jim as Jim was not 

directly involved in piracy and trade rather he was protecting and securing business of Stein &Co.  

 

Finally; Conrad has highlighted that apparently Jim came to Patusan as a liberator of the Bugis but in 

reality he protected the business of Stein & Co. He tried to strengthen the economy of the Metropolitan 

country. The central point is that; the old imperialism was converted into Neo Imperialism for economic 

control over ex-colonies. They do not focus on the development of occupied territories. Conrad has 

minutely focused on Marxist Imperialism in this novel. Through this novel the readers can figure out the 

hidden motives of the white people. They used different strategies to extend the business in the colonies but 

apparently they seem well wishers of the native people. The natives can develop their business through 

unity, business administration and management. This study will contribute a lot to the growing strategies of 

reading Neo Imperialism in the present age. It will, therefore, give a new insight to the readers to explore 

the effects of Neo Imperialism on the economy of native people.   
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