
 

 

 

 

 

ISSN: 2308-7056                Butt, Latif, Ali & Fazal (2021) 

 

 

418 

I 

 

  www.irbas.academyirmbr.com                                                                              October 2021                                                                                             

 International Review of Basic and Applied Sciences                                      Vol. 9 Issue.4 
 

R 
B  
A  
S  

A Trajectory of Pak-US Relations: Lessons for Pakistan 

 

 

 

Dr. AHTASHAM JAN BUTT 
Assistant Professor Higher Education Department. 

Email: ahtishamjanbutt12@gmail.com  

Tel: 0321-4646037 
 

Dr. ARFAN LATIF   
Assistant Professor Sociology University of Okara. 

Email: irfan_9292@hotmail.com  

Tel: 0323-4771292 
 

Dr. SHOUKAT ALI 
Email: alishoukat_45@yahoo.com  

Tel: 0331-4059616 

 

Mr. SALMAN FAZAL 
Mphil research Scholar ISCS University of the Punjab  

Email: M.salman26@gmail.com 

Tel: 0300-7988902 

 

Abstract 
 

Pakistan is an important South Asian state which came into being on 14th August, 1947 in the result of 

partition of British India. At the time of emergence, Pakistan was in dire need a reliable ally who might 

help her to succeed in different i.e. economy, defense and diplomacy etc. it was the time when the world 

was basically divided into two major power block i.e. USA and USSR. Hence Pakistan received the 

invitations from both major power blocs but opted USA which initiated bilateral relations between both of 

them. In the early stages, Pakistan participated in different military alliances of other regions in the sake to 

win the applauses of US. In short from 1947 to 1965, Pakistan adopted purely pro-US foreign policy. But 

Pak-Indian wars of 1956 and 1971, the circumstanced changed this bilateral relationship started to wither. 

Similarly, the trajectory of Pak-US relations continued to change with the passage of time. In the 

meantime, both of them come so closer like during soviet invasion in Afghanistan and war on terror in 

Afghanistan. On the other hand, sometimes the circumstances changed dramatically that Pakistan had to 

face the bitter sanctions by US on many times. This article is an attempt to disclose the history of the Pak-

US bilateral relationships from 1947 to current governments. The article is purely based of secondary data 

in which the researchers collected data from different articles, books, research reports and the prominent 

interviews of the historians. 

 

Keywords: Pakistan, United States, Soviet Union, sanctions, Donald Trump, Imran Khan.  

  
 

Introduction 

 
Pakistan and US share a long history of bilateral relations that can be traced back to the partition of India in 

1947. After the partition, Pakistan came into being with fragile economy that needed the help of a reliable 

ally that might help her to sustain. At the time of partition, Pakistan received the invitations from the two 

global powers of that time i.e. US and USSR but Pakistan opted US while neglecting USSR. It initiated a 

bilateral diplomatic relationship between Pakistan and US (Muqeem, 1963). Pakistan came into existence 
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as a security state due to anxious historic relations with the Hindus of India. After the separation from 

India, the developed areas of the British India came under the jurisdiction of India and the least developed 

areas came under the control of Pakistan. In such circumstances, it was the priority of Pakistan to have a 

strong ally that could help her to handle the ill circumstances especially the economy and military. While 

keeping all circumstances in view, the then Prime Minister of Pakistan Liaqat Ali Khan opted US and his 

first visit to US started the history of diplomatic relations between both countries (Burki, 1999). 

 

The relations between the nations are established according to their priorities and the national interests. In 

an international system, there come ups and downs in the diplomatic relations. The friends of the day may 

be the enemies of each other in the future and the enemies of the past may be good friends in the present or 

future era. Hence, it is not sure that the friends always remain friends and enemies always enemies. All 

these relations are determined according to the national interests of nations. They come closer to achieve 

certain objectives and when the objectives are fulfilled they may not maintain the same relations (Khan, 

2015). There are also some occasions that the sacrifices are made to win over each other that show the 

strong bilateral relations. The nations help their friendly nations economically and militarily. These 

situations arise only among those countries who share a long common history of good relations. The best 

examples of the friendship lie among the countries that have equal powers and resources because in such 

circumstances they will treat one another on equal basis. While on the other hand, the diplomatic relations 

between the weak and the powerful nations are based on certain motives to chase (Khan, 2015). 

 

In most of the cases, such friendships are based on temporarily as they interact to achieve the specific 

objectives and when those objectives are fulfilled they cannot maintain the same spirit of the relations in 

future. This is the weak type of bilateral diplomatic relations and such relations cannot be more reliable. 

The same situation is between Pakistan and US as both of the countries have significant differences 

according to economy, education and military. Pakistan interacted with US in order to receive help in 

different fields in past and US maintained relations with Pakistan in order to fulfill her certain objectives 

periodically. This article is an attempt to explain the history of bilateral relations between US and Pakistan. 

It illustrates the different eras of close and strong relationships between both countries in one side and the 

apprehensive relations as well on the other side.   

 

Historical Background   
 

In the early crucial years, Pakistan needed a strong ally to defend herself from neighboring country India. 

Due to security threats, Pakistan joined the western bloc in the form of diplomatic relations with US. The 

bilateral relations between Pakistan and US were not emerged at once after partition rather it was the 

refusal of India to join US that abruptly invited Pakistan so that she may work against the communism in 

South Asia. On the other hand, the strategic situation of Pakistan also had special importance for the policy 

makers of US (Shahid, 2004). The historical development of bilateral relations between Pakistan and US is 

discussed in the following sections in detail.  

 

Early Phase (1951-1965)  

 

Pakistan needed a strong ally and US needed a partner that might work against the spread of communism in 

South Asia. These circumstances led both countries to establish bilateral relations. Pakistan became the 

frontline of US in anti-communism struggle not only in South Asia rather in Middle East as well where 

Pakistan signed Middle East Defense Organization (MEDO) in middle fifties (Shahid, 2004). The long 

history of bilateral relations between Pakistan and US depicts the periodic changes as in some eras both 

countries enjoyed very close and strengthened relations while in the other eras the relations were perceived 

as distrust. During the USSR invasion in Afghanistan, US came closer to Pakistan in order to work against 

the USSR troops but after the exclusion of their troops US again became indifferent from Pakistan and put 

certain sanctions on Pakistan due to her nuclear program (Gilani, 2006). The diplomatic relations between 

US and Pakistan were established in early years of Pakistan when US promised to give assistance for 
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economic and military purposes. Later the bilateral relations were more strengthened when Pakistan signed 

the SEATO and CENTO which brought closer Pakistan and US (Javaid & Mushtaq, 2014).  

 

In the early years, the attitude of US was very friendly towards Pakistan as US needed such allies in Asia. 

In 1953 Richard Nixon visited Pakistan and stated that “In the years to come the US will be proud of stand 

by Pakistan in industrial development and also against any danger to its security.” This provided the way of 

strong relations between both of them (Hussain & Rose, 1988). Later, the basic motive of Eisenhower was 

to reduce the involvement of US in different operations and wanted to build the relations with countries like 

Pakistan, Iran, Turkey and Iraq. According to his policy, these are the frontline states which may provide 

more benefits to US. Pakistan was given special importance as she had ability to establish United States’ 

relations with other Muslim countries (Kux, 2001).  

 

The prime objective of Pakistan was to maintain her strong position in South Asia that depicts her regional 

approach. She wanted to get power to counter her rival India and its hegemonic attitude in South Asia. 

Pakistan won full trust of US by signing SEATO and CENTO. It provided more opportunities for Pakistan 

to build stronger relations with US (Khan, 2009). During the rule of Ayub Khan, Pakistan enjoyed strong 

diplomatic relations with US as Pakistan was awarded as the status of America’s most allied ally in Asia 

(Khan, 1967). It shows the trustworthiness of relations between both countries. Such status is given in only 

those conditions when the other is relying more on you. This revealed the fairness and trustworthy relations 

between US and Pakistan in early sixties.  

 

The rule of Eisenhower is considered a significant era in the establishment of relations between both of 

them. In the second term of Eisenhower, Ayub Khan developed strong relations with United States. During 

this era many steps were taken like the US surveillance flights over the Soviet Union in Bada Ber 

(Marchchi, 1975). 

 

With the passage of time, the situation changed and the circumstances also did not remain same. There 

came a shift in the policies and priorities of US and the new administration under Kennedy did not give 

such importance to relations with Pakistan. There were only verbal promises under the government of 

Kennedy (Hussain, 2016). Now US started to give military assistance to India that clearly affected Pakistan 

according to balance of power. India already had maintained strong relations with USSR and US also 

supported India. This was the time; Pakistan started to think about an option other than US. This led to 

build the good relations between Pakistan and China (Hussain, 2016). 

 

The selfishness of US started to disclose with the establishment of Pakistan’s relations with China. In 1963, 

Pakistan signed border agreement with China that further strengthened the relations with China. US were 

not happy over this Pakistani shift and in retaliation US suspended the promised aid to Pakistan (The 

Times, 1965). The more indifferent attitude of US was revealed during the Indo-Pak war of 1965. At that 

time, Pakistan considered US as her close friend and sought help but contrary to the wishes of Pakistan, US 

imposed sanctions on both India and Pakistan showing the same attitude with both states. It affected 

Pakistan more because India was already getting help form USSR but Pakistan was left alone in such 

critical situation. In one side it disclosed the cleverness of US and on the other hand this war brought closer 

Pakistan and China who helped Pakistan in this war (Hussain, 2016). 

 

The gap enlarged between Pakistan and US after the war of 1965. US adopted a neglected policy towards 

Pakistan due to a number of reasons. The US policy makers perceived that their arms are wasted in South 

Asia due to Indo-Pak war because these arms were basically provided to work against communism in South 

Asia. Pakistan also realized the real face of US and this led an era of cold relations with each other (Malik, 

1990).  

 

The above discussion reveals the roots of establishment of diplomatic relations between Pakistan and US. It 

is obvious from the above commentary that both of the states had their own objectives that led them to 
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establish the relations that later witnessed many ups and downs. Both Pakistan and US enjoyed strong 

relations from 1951 to 1965. Pakistan signed different US led organizations including MEDO, SEATO, and 

CENTO that provided more opportunities for both countries to come closer. The foreign policy of Pakistan 

remained pro-US till 1965 as United States America was the major source of assistance for Pakistan. The 

period of 1950-1965 was the golden era that established the healthy bilateral relations between Pakistan and 

US.  

 

Middle Phase (1966-1978)  

 

After the war of 1965, Pakistan’s pro-US foreign policy was changed as Pakistan has realized the clever 

mindedness of US who cheated Pakistan and did not provide help against India. It was the time for Pakistan 

to think seriously about the other options and China was the most suitable option for Pakistan. While 

establishing the good relations with China, Pakistan also changed her policy towards USSR and started to 

show willingness to establish bilateral relations with USSR. So, the scenario of blocs changed after the 

wars of 1965 and especially after 1971 when once again US did not provide help to Pakistan and she lost 

her eastern part due to Indian intervention.  

 

The wars of 1965 and 1971 brought a numbers of changes in the foreign relations of Pakistan as she 

realized the importance of other reliable friends due to the indifferent role of US during the severe 

circumstances. During these wars, US not only declined the support to Pakistan but also put sanctions. In 

the war of 1971, Pakistan lost her eastern part but US did not pay attention to such critical circumstances 

that created much mistrust between Pakistan and US (Khan, 2015). The event of Indo-Pak war 1971 was 

the turning point of the bilateral relations between Pakistan and US. After losing the eastern part of the 

country, Pakistan had no other option to leave SEATO. Pakistan left the western bloc and joined non-

alignment movement while showing neutrality to both big powers of that time i.e. USSR and US (Khan, 

1990). Pakistan now had the more inclination towards China than US because China helped her more than 

the mere promises of US during Indo-Pak wars. Pakistan also played an important role is establishing the 

relations between China and US (Gilani, 2006).  

 

During the period of 1965-1972, Pakistan and US did not enjoy the healthy relations due to the apathetic 

attitude of US. But after the war of 1971, there came swiftness in this intensity as Pakistan provided a way 

for US to establish relations with China. But soon after that the relationship again fell into decline and 

Pakistan left SEATO and the major reason behind was the lack of US support during wars against India 

(Akins, 2018). The balance of power was largely affected due to the Indian nuclear tests and Pakistan 

sought to attain nuclear technology at any cost. The whole focus of attention was directed towards the 

attainment of nuclear power that further increased the distance between Pakistan and US.  

 

In 1976, Pakistan signed an agreement with France to buy a nuclear fuel processing plant to diminish the 

nuclear superiority of India. US did not encourage this Pakistan’s step and responded sharply against the 

deal with France that it is against the policy of non-proliferation. US also threatened Pakistan directly and 

indirectly about the results of this step but Pakistan had to acquire the nuclear capability at any condition 

(Carney, 1989). This shows the intensity of stressed relations between Pakistan and US in the middle 

seventies. The countries who were very close to each other have become the opponents. Pakistan was 

weaker than US so the later used every possible tactic to threaten the earlier. 

 

During 1966-1978, the relations between United States and Pakistan were not more than just shaking 

hands. The real face of US had been disclosed before Pakistan who deceived two times in just a few years. 

In both times, Pakistan needed the help of US badly but got nothing just the promises. This led to lower 

level bilateral relations between Pakistan and US. The only positive point during this era was Pakistani 

effort to build the relations between China and US. This era also helped Pakistan to build strong relations 

with China but this is marked as weak regime regarding the bilateral relations between Pakistan and United 

States of America.  
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Soviet Invasion and Sanctioned Era (1979-2000) 

 

After the tenure of tussled relationship there came dramatic change in the bilateral ties. In 1979, again US 

set aside all the reservations and offered military and economic aid to Pakistan. It was all based on the US 

concern about the Soviet Union’s invasion in Afghanistan. USA was also well aware about the strategic 

location of Pakistan that was very supportive to work against the Soviet troops. All the sanctions that were 

earlier imposed on Pakistan were released especially on the nuclear program but US remained vigilant 

about the nuclear pursuance of Pakistan but could not take action due to her motives.  

 

The Soviet troops marched to Afghanistan on 24
th

 December, 1979. United States of America was very 

concerned about the spread of communism in South Asia due to its important strategic location. South Asia 

is also considered the cross road to Central Asia. Hence, it was the major concern of US to stop the 

diffusion of communism in South Asia. It was as much important for US that even she could not take 

notice of the nuclear program of Pakistan. Hence, in 1979 both countries were tied with each other in a new 

era of healthy bilateral relations (Siddiqa-Agha, 2001). The year of 1979 provided another chance to US to 

bridge the gap of diplomatic relations between Pakistan and US. The national security advisor convinced 

the president Carter to look the importance of Pakistan in these critical circumstances. The role of 

mujahedeen was considered very important to fight against the Soviet troops. The decisions were made to 

give more arms and aid to Pakistan in order to get the help against Soviet Union (Coll, 2004).  

 

The deteriorated relationships suddenly reached to its zenith between Pakistan and US. The formal 

invitations and visits were paid by both sides the situation was changed marvelously that President of 

Pakistan was received by US president Carter with full pump and show who was previously not perceived 

with good image in US but now the situation had totally (Akins, 2018). The relations between US and 

Pakistan continued to prosper after the Soviet invasion in Afghanistan. Every new president of US 

maintained good relations with Pakistan due to her strategic importance as vice President of America 

George H. W. Bush visited Pakistan in 1984 to symbolize the strong solidarity with Pakistan. His visit 

covered different areas of Pakistan including the tribal areas of Peshawar. The huge amount was given to 

Pakistan in the form of military and economic aid of worth about $4.02 billion in 1986 that was for the 

coming four years (Haqqani, 2005).  

 

The bilateral ties of Pakistan and US during (1981-87) were at its highest peak. Both of them enjoyed the 

close, strong and friendly relations. Every administration of United States maintained the same relations till 

the withdrawal of Soviet troops from Afghanistan. US signed the agreement of $ 3.2 billion assistance with 

Pakistan in 1981 which increased with the passage of time whose average was about $ 1.74 billion (Azmi, 

1992).  

 

At last, the circumstances changed after a decade and the Soviet troops withdrew from Afghanistan and US 

again adopted very rigid policy towards Pakistan. The same issue of nuclear weapons was once again raised 

by US and the sanctions were imposed on Pakistan. US had fulfilled her objective after the withdrawal of 

Soviet Union and left Pakistan in a dispersed situation in the form of mujahedeen who were trained to fight 

against Soviet Union.   

 

There came another shift in the relations of Pakistan and United States after the containment of 

communism in Afghanistan. The major objective of America had been achieved which made her more 

powerful as her counterpart was defeated. Now US rose as the sole superpower of the world. In such 

situation, US did not need more cooperation of Pakistan. The old friend “Pakistan” was now being 

perceived as the reason of regional instability in South Asia (Azmi, 1992).  In September 1990, the 

promised aid of Pakistan was refused by President George W. Bush. The aid was cut off while stating that 

Pakistan is pursuing a nuclear program. The delivery of military equipments including 28 F-16 was halted 

by US even Pakistan had already paid the amount of these jets (Azmi, 1992).     
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The withdrawal of the Soviet troops brought a number of the miseries for Pakistan. The relations with US 

were tightened as the military and economic aids were halted. The sanctions were imposed on Pakistan due 

to the allegations of nuclear weapons. The tensed relations once again revised between Pakistan and United 

States after the end of communism in South Asia (Khan, 2015). Pakistan and US enjoyed healthy relations 

during the decade of 1979 to 1989. The intelligence was shared and the joint exercises were carried out to 

train the mujahedeen with collaboration of other Muslim countries as well. But with the advancement of 

last decade of 20
th

 century, the situation totally changed. The issue of nuclear weapons rose once again as 

the most critical issue for US that was earlier neglected during the Soviet invasion in Afghanistan. This 

decade was very crucial for Pakistan as she had played a role as frontline state for US and now needed the 

full support of America for economic and military purpose. But this time again Pakistan was deceived by 

US and once again China helped Pakistan as close ally of Pakistan. This era created distrust between US 

and Pakistan and it established trustworthy relations between Pakistan and China.  

 

Post 9/11 Era  

 

After the withdrawal of Soviet forces from Afghanistan, US adopted indifferent attitude from Pakistan. US 

did not realize the power of force which they had collectively gathered in Afghanistan in the form of 

mujahedeen. She did not even try to rehabilitate those guerilla fighters (Rennack, 2001). At last after a 

decade of long sanctions, Pakistan tested nuclear weapons in 1998 and eliminated the military superiority 

of India in South Asia. It again started a debate over the nuclear possession of Pakistan.  

 

In the meanwhile, the circumstances changed due to the incident of 9/11 that shook the entire world 

regarding the security matters. The whole world was in dispersed and tensed wave of fear that even the 

super power of the world is not safe. The incident of 9/11 might not happen if the guerilla fighters of 

Afghanistan were rehabilitated after the withdrawal of Soviet Union. It was the biggest mistake of US to 

leave mujahideen behind on their own way. Those forces again gathered and prepared the plan like 9/11.  

 

So, after the incident of 9/11, US once again realized the strategic importance of Pakistan who was under 

the control of military ruler that time. This time too Pakistan played the role as the frontline state in the US 

led war on terror in Afghanistan. Two options were given to Pakistan either to join US side or against and 

Pakistan opted US side and again became the victim of other’s war in South Asia (Musharaf, 2006). The 

military ruler Pervaiz Musharraf gave his full support to US during the war on terror. He accepted almost 

all the demands of US that were requested him through secretary of state Colin Powel. The acceptance of 

the demands motivated US to demand more (Amir, 2001).  

 

This time again, Pakistan received a huge amount of aid in the different fields. The sanctions had been 

removed from Pakistan as it happened just before the Soviet invasion. Relations between US and Pakistan 

were once again at the peaks. The cooperation between US and Pakistan included the granting of logistics 

facilities, the sharing of information through intelligence and sealing its western border, the preparation and 

activation of naval bases and air forces bases (9/11 Commission Report, 2003). In 2003, US announced the 

$3 billion assistance for Pakistan that was to be given in the next five years. During the years of 2002-2005 

US gave assistance to Pakistan of almost $2.63 billion in the form of direct aid (Kronstadt, 2006).  

 

The trajectory of bilateral relations between Pakistan and US faced another healthy era after the post 9/11 

regime. This time again United States had to maintain good relations with Pakistan in order to get help for 

war on terror. Pakistan was awarded with a special status of non-NATO ally. But as usual this pump and 

show did not last for a long time because the lingering war on terror faded the relationship between US and 

Pakistan. Pakistan was once again used in the war of others and this time the consequences were so 

miserable. This war affected more Pakistan than US because this started a wave of terrorism in Pakistan. 

Pakistan has sacrificed almost 70,000 people in return of this war on terror. The economy and education 

system are directly affected due Pakistan’s involvement in war on terror. But in return Pakistan got nothing 

but just promises and even the further orders “Do More”. But now Pakistan realized the consequences and 
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decided not to involve in the wars of others. Pakistan herself started a number of military operations across 

the country to eliminate the wave of terrorism and economy of Pakistan started to prosper after the 

successful military operations.   

 

Current Scenario  

 

After the war on terror, the circumstances continued to change. The situation did not remain same as now 

US also had maintained the good relations with India as well. The situation did not change suddenly rather 

this shift of relations had started in late 1990s during the regime of Bill Clinton who had more tilt towards 

India than Pakistan. Pakistan was placed under the severe sanctions of US due to nuclear program. After 

the war on terror there again came a shift in the priorities and Pakistan and US once again shared close 

relations. During war on terror, importance of Pakistan was realized and both came closer. This time 

Pakistan was awarded as the status of major non-NATO ally who played the frontline role in 2003 (Smith, 

2005). The war on terror enlarged and the importance of this bilateral relationship withered away and US 

again continued to show apathetic attitude to Pakistan. US maintained stronger relations with India than 

Pakistan since the last decade.  

 

The situation became more complicated between US and Pakistan after the election of Donald Trump as 

President who firstly showed indifference from South Asia and later adopted very aggressive attitude 

towards Pakistan. He maintained the same strategy like his predecessors (Bush and Obama) who did not 

have strong relations with Pakistan. Another motive behind this cool bilateral relationship was increasing 

influence of India in Kabul as US sought to get help from India in the matters of Afghanistan. This US 

policy further tightened the relations of Pakistan with both India and US (Chandio, 2018).  

 

Trump’s Era and Relations with Pakistan  

 

With the advancement of Trump’s administration, the bilateral relations were so fragile and Indian 

government tried her best to turn US against Pakistan. That is why; Trump adopted an aggressive policy 

against Pakistan. Trump’s tweet highlighted US harsh policy towards Pakistan in the following words.  

 

“The United States has foolishly given Pakistan more than 33 billion dollars in aid over the last 15 

years, and they have given us nothing but lies & deceit, thinking of our leaders as fools. They give safe 

haven to the terrorists we hunt in Afghanistan, with little help no more” (Mangaldas, 2018).  

 

The above tweet of Trump shows harsh attitude of US against Pakistan. It turned down the relations 

between Pakistan and US. The relationships once again froze between both of the states. The aid of US was 

halted that US promised to give to Pakistan in the past and also falsely declared that we have given huge 

amounts to Pakistan but got nothing in return. This started another phase of misconceptions between US 

and Pakistan (Nasar, 2018).  

 

The new government of US continued the policies of past governments in which they had more inclination 

towards India than Pakistan. This policy can easily be judged in the speech of Trump at Fort Myer, 

Arlington, Virginia in which he blamed Pakistan in following harsh words.  

 

“Pakistan often gives safe haven to agents of chaos, violence, and terror. The Pakistani people have 

suffered greatly from terrorism and extremism. We recognize those contributions and those sacrifices. 

But Pakistan has also sheltered the same organizations that try every single day to kill our people. We 

have been paying Pakistan billions and billions of dollars at the same time they are housing the very 

terrorists that we are fighting” (Chandio, 2018).  

 

There was not anything new in Trump’s speech the only difference was Trump’s openly stated the policies 

of US towards Pakistan. All of them adopted the same slogan of “Do More” and neglected the sacrifices of 
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Pakistan in regard of war on terror in Afghanistan that directly affected her. The US approach was almost 

same under Bush, Obama and Trump’s rules (Bokhari, 2017). 

 

Traditionally, since the cold war the major policy of US in South Asia was concerned to prevent the nuclear 

war. Pakistan and India are two major powers in South Asia which are rivals to each other as well. The 

international community is concerned with this nuclear weapons as well that is also the prime concern of 

United States. In this regard, US opted balanced approach for both Pakistan and India till 1990s but later 

the approach is inclined towards India. This situation disturbed the balance of power giving more 

opportunities to India and neglected Pakistan (Cohen, 2000).  

 

The major factor behind the US inclination towards India was to counter the Pak-China block in South 

Asia. Recently, both Pakistan and China have started an economic project in Pakistan and China known as 

“China Pakistan Economic Corridor” (CPEC) that is establishing another era representing the strengthening 

and long term ties with each other. Both India and United States have their major concerns regarding the 

increasing influence of China in the region. India strongly opposed CPEC which is the major reason that 

US adopted more tilt towards India as they have same objectives. US also warned both Pakistan and China 

about the disputed territory of Gilgit-Baltistan (Dillon, 2005).   

 

Khan-Trump Meeting  

 

Recently, there is coming a shift in the frozen bilateral relations between Pakistan and United States. After 

coming into power Trump firstly adopted an aggressive policy towards Pakistan but with the passage of 

time he realized the importance of Pakistan in South Asia. The ice is going to melt between both countries 

as the head of both states met in Washington where they discussed the current changing scenario in South 

Asia. It shows that once again US is establishing strong relations with Pakistan. History reveals that US 

only came closer to Pakistan when she needs Pakistan. Is Pakistan once again being used by US to attain 

certain objectives?  

 

The US-Pakistan relationship became so tensed with the new government under the administration of 

Trump as he had decided to suspend the $300 million to Pakistan. This created more distrust between 

Islamabad and Washington. Trump also tweeted that Pakistan has given us nothing in return of US huge 

amount of assistance. In return, Imran Khan also adopted very professional attitude and replied that 

Pakistan has lost 70,000 lives in your war and also faced the loss of more than $100 billion (Kocis, 2019). 

But later the circumstance changed and the meeting was held between US and Pakistani leaders. The main 

objective behind this meeting was to discuss the issue of Talibaan in Afghanistan. Imran Khan said, “I will 

meet the Taliban and I will try my best to get them to talk to the Afghan government” (Kocis, 2019). 

 

Pakistani Prime Minister Imran Khan met with Donald Trump in Washington recently where the Prime 

Minister of Pakistan is warmly welcomed as it used to be in the critical situations of US. The current 

political situation of South Asia was discussed and the major topic of the discussion was related with peace 

talks of Afghan Talibaan. The NATO forces are still in Afghanistan and US wants the peaceful and 

respectful withdrawal of the forces. In such situation, Trump has realized the importance of Pakistan and 

her role that she can play in this regard (Kugelman, 2019).  

 

Another era of bilateral relationships is going to be developed between Pakistan and United States. Both of 

the countries have not healthy relations since the last decade as only the formal meetings were arranged and 

nothing special happened. Both countries have adopted their policies according to their national interests. 

The United States is maintaining strong relations with India while on other hand, Pakistan is enjoying the 

higher than peaks friendship with China. But the region needs the marinated relations between Pakistan and 

US as well for its stability and security. Since the last decade, if US has adopted a policy that shows tilt 

towards India, Pakistan too did not more rely on US. Now Pakistan has realized that she will have to get rid 

of the others’ terrorism in Pakistan and she is successful in doing so. The healthy relationship between 

https://www.worldpoliticsreview.com/authors/472/michael-kugelman
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Pakistan and China also decreased Pakistani dependence over US. The situation is changing because US 

perceived that India is the major power in South Asia which can help her in every matter related to this 

region but it is not so. India made huge investments in Afghanistan but she could not get the importance 

like Pakistan. US want to withdraw from Afghanistan with respect that is only possible through table talks 

with Afghan talibaans and for this matter Pakistan has more importance than India.  

 

Conclusion  
 

The whole above discussion concluded that Pakistan and United States enjoyed a long tenure of healthy 

bilateral relations. In the initial years, Pakistan needed a strong ally to establish herself in different fields 

especially economy and defense. Pakistan followed US policies during the first two decades of her 

emergence. For example, SEATO and CENTO were not related with Pakistani region yet Pakistan 

supported them to tackle the spread of communism in the southeast and Middle East regions. The entire 

history of relations with US showed that US supported Pakistan’s stance only when she was in dire need of 

Pakistan. Firstly, during the Soviet’s invasion in Afghanistan US rushed to Pakistan and asked for help. 

Pakistan supported the US cause and helped in the war against communism in Afghanistan. Secondly, 

during the war on terror, US again came closer to Pakistan due to her important strategic location and this 

time too Pakistan helped US but in return gained more damages than benefits. The current government of 

US also firstly blamed for the wastages of huge investments in Pakistan but later realized the importance of 

Pakistan and changed her policy. Hence, is obvious from the whole argumentation that Pakistan always 

supported US as a good friend but on the other hand, US always followed her national not the mutual.  
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