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Abstract 
 

The Chahbahar port and Gawadar port have the potential to benefit Iran and Pakistan economically, 

strategically, and geo-politically. Chahbahar and Gawadar Ports are being taken as competitors in terms 

of interests particularly after Indian involvement and her „vested interests‟ in developing Chahbahar Port. 

Indian involvement in the development of Chahbahar port and also linking Chahbahar with Afghanistan by 

road has created some doubts and alarm for Pakistan. On the other hand, China and Pakistan are 

developing Gawadar port and China Pakistan Economic corridor. India Iran and Afghanistan have signed 

a trilateral agreement, which has allowed to India reach Afghanistan through Chahbahar port, and by 

bypassing Pakistan's land route, the Chabahar route to Afghanistan will allow Indian commodities to reach 

Kabul. Chahbahar has emerged as a competitor of Gawadar port. Troika of three countries on Chahbahar 

has given strong challenges to China Pakistan cooperation at Gawadar Port. Furthermore, India is 

countering Chinese influence in the Indian Ocean, Central Asia, and Africa. Through the initiative of 

Chahbahar port, India is containing the influence of Pakistan and China in this region. This paper 

discusses the implications and challenges of Chahbahar port on Pakistan vis a vis Gawadar port and 

CPEC (China Pakistan Economic Corridor). This paper also identifies policy recommendations to address 

the issue in Pakistan's best interests. 

 

Keywords: Chahbahar, Gawadar, Port, CPEC, Pakistan. 

  
 

Introduction 

 
Chahbahar port is located southeast of Iran, the city of Sistan in Balochistan province, north of the Oman 

Sea. One of the key features that distinguished it from other Iranian ports and ports on the southern coast of 

the Persian Gulf is its access to international open seas. Chahbahar port, due to its position, benefits from 

geo-political, geo-economical, and geostrategic potentials. It is located, both in South-North and East-West 

transit corridors and can play as a transport gateway, as well as a central commercial nod between CIS 

countries, India, Pakistan, Afghanistan, Russia, and Europe. (Dr Subash k, 2016). 

 

The Chahbahar port is one of the important seaports of Iran. The height of the port is eight meters from the 

high seas. Its land distance from Tehran is 1456 km, and the distance from the first airport is Konarak is 40 

km. Chahbahar is a country‟s gateway for entering the international seas. The temperature of the port is 

favorable minimum and maximum is 10.5c – 34c among south ports of Iran. The Chahbahar port is the 
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only oceanic port of Iran, which possesses the ability of Oceanic vessels and berths. The Chahbahar port 

accounts for the best advantage in universal transit and connects the three regions of the world. (2011). 

 

Due to its significance, it is regarded as more important than the Suez Canal. It is expected that to be 

transformed into a regional and international mega port. Gwadar port and Chahbahar port have just 72 

nautical miles difference. The importance of these ports increases due to proximity increases and both of 

these ports are geographically equally important.  

 

Pakistan has always eyed Gwadar as a potential economic booster. Iran‟s return to normal relations with the 

world would snatch the strategic lever from Pakistan and have enhanced the competition between 

Chahbahar and Gwadar port. (Hairshba S, 2014). 

  

                                     
Figure  1 Gawadar‟s location 

Source: Yale Global Studies (http:// www.yaleglobalstudies.com) 

 

Advantages of Chahbahar Port 

 
1. This port has the shortest roadway which connects to Sarakhs frontier. 

2. The Chahbahar port is the only sole port of Iran that is connected to the international high seas. 

(Rishikesh G, 2017) 

3. It has extensive capacity for fisheries activities in the Arabian Sea.  

4. Marine position can bring about berthing possibility of large vessels and it would be possible to 

develop its capacity in future. 

5. The Iranian policymakers have focused on increasing the capacity of Chahbahar port due to its 

strategic location. (2016) 

6. Chahbahar port is an ability to provide regions need, especially South Asian and Eastern countries. 

7. Chahbahar port is out of crises area. There is stability and the factor of militants is minimum and 

suitable for economic activities. 

8. Chahbahar port can establish oil terminals and other services aimed at international floating. 

9. Chahbahar port would provide the existence of a trade industrial free zone with legal facilities and 

advantages of investment.  
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10. Its proximity to the Strait of Harmuz, cuts time and money and enhances connectivity to the other 

regions. (Robert M. H, 2004) 

 

India’s Chahbahar Policy  

 

Iran-India relations consist of centuries marked by meaningful interactions between the two countries. India 

and Iran shared borders till 1947, as well as commonalities in their language, culture, and traditions. 

Furthermore, South Asia and the Persian Gulf have strong commercial ties in terms of commercial, energy, 

culture, and people-to-people links. It is clear evidence in the last few years; India has focused on the 

Middle East and established bilateral relations with Iran. (Christine F, 2004). 

    

The geostrategic location of Iran holds key to India‟s plan to build an economic corridor and would develop 

trade relations with Central Asia and Europe. India and Iran established diplomatic relations in 1950. In an 

era of the cold war, India adopted a neutral policy and imperial Iran‟s strong alliance with the USA. This 

scenario did not allow to both countries develop close ties with each other. Revolution took place in Iran in 

1979, after that both states have started to improve relations between them. To support the northern alliance 

and strong opposition of the Taliban in Afghanistan further paved the way for cooperation. 

 

After 9/11 both states have improved relations further and established cooperation in bilateral trade. Iran is 

the second-largest supplier of crude oil to India. Now in the current scenario, India is developing new 

strategic and pragmatic relations with West Asia. Iran is cultivating strong ties with South Asian countries 

and somehow with Gulf countries for pursuing its substantial regional interests. The initiative of Chahbahar 

between India and Iran shows Indian pragmatic foreign policy toward the Persian Gulf since the emergence 

of the 21
st
 century.  

 

Further Iran and Afghanistan capitalized on religious, cultural, and linguistic ties. Both faced severe 

relations in the era of the Taliban because Iran supported to Northern-Alliance and its policies were against 

the Taliban‟s government. After 9/11 Iran supported a new set of governments since both have been 

enjoying cordial relations. Iran also participated in Bone Conference on Afghanistan, leading toward 

dramatic improvements in relations between them. The nuclear deal between Iran and the West opens the 

door of opportunities for Afghanistan. (Sarah l and Amanda Z, 2016) Iran has been strengthening ties with 

neighboring states in terms of security and trade. Bilateral economic relations of Iran with Afghanistan are 

already growing and courting Iranian investment. 

 

As Iran and Afghanistan have become economically tied to one another and they started to reduce the 

menace of terrorism. The Iranian government also increased its funding in Heart province for development 

projects, a strategic hub close to the Iranian and Turkmen borders, where Iranian investment since 2001, 

has been growing. 

 

Capitalizing historical ties between two countries, curbs the way of Pakistan‟s influence. India is likely to 

develop the Iranian port of Chahbahar, presenting an opportunity for Afghanistan to enhance its trade 

capacity within the region with the help of India and Pakistan, which would allow to India get access to 

Afghanistan via the Iranian port of Chahbahar. (Jitish, 2015) The Chahbahar route to Afghanistan would 

allow Indian goods to reach Afghanistan. India and Pakistan have limited trade relations due to political 

tensions and territorial disputes. On the other hand, the emergence of the Chahbahar port would also 

counter China‟s influence in West Asia and Central Asia. 

 

The Chahbahar Port: Strategic Significance for India and Afghanistan  

 

The Chahbahar port holds strategic and economic significance for particularly in India and generally for 

Afghanistan. It is located in the Arabian Sea and closes in proximity to Gawadar port. Pakistan‟s Gawadar 

port is also situated only 72 nautical miles southeast of the Chahbahar. Both ports are taking funds from 
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foreign countries in terms of their construction; India is supporting Iran in developing Chahbahar, while 

China has been developing Gawadar since 2002. (Jalil R, 2004). 

 

The emergence of both ports is setting the ground for the „‟New Great Game”. (India and Kabul play a new 

round in Great Game: Chahbahar” (2017) China and India are trying to build close relations with 

Afghanistan and CARs. These are the following reasons which have been playing a key role behind India‟s 

Chahbahar policy. 

 

1. Chahbahar port is the only sole port of Iran that gives direct access to the Indian Ocean. Its proximity 

to the Gulf of Oman enhances its significance. 

2. Agreement among Iran, India, and Afghanistan troika would give tough competition to China Pakistan 

nexus on Gwadar port. 

3. The Chahbahar port is a corridor for India, the next destination for Indian goods would be Afghanistan 

and then subsequently CARs. 

4. Pakistan and China are strongly working together on CPEC; India has answered Pakistan and China in 

the shape of Chahbahar port, as competitors of Chahbahar port in the region. 

5. Chahbahar port has enhanced Indo-Afghan and Iran diplomatic political and economic relations. 

(Parkash K, 2017) 

 

India and Iran: Cooperation on Chahbahar Port 

 

Iran and India have common interests in Afghanistan and Central Asia. Both are looking for new markets 

for their exports and imports. The geo-strategical location of Afghanistan is viable for trade and provides 

them a corridor via Central Asia through Afghanistan. Afghanistan has been facing instability for the last 

one and half decades; it has had negative effects on the interests of India and Iran. Due to instability and 

prolonged war in Afghanistan, the implementation of and the project could be difficult. Pakistan and 

Afghanistan have a common border, the role of Pakistan in Afghanistan remained crucial in past, nobody 

can deny, the role of Pakistan, which is very important to bring peace and stability in Afghanistan. 

(Amitabh P, 2017 ) 

 

They also have serious reservations about the growth of Pakistan‟s influence in Afghanistan on the other 

side the Taliban is again gaining power in Afghanistan. These factors are hampering the interests of both 

countries in Afghanistan. The strategic location of Iran is pivotal for India. It is a viable transit point for 

India to Afghanistan and CARs for trade. 

 
Figure: 2: Chahbahar- A strategic Gateway 

Source: The Nation (http:// thenation.com.pk) 
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India and Iran both have been working on these projects for completion as soon as possible. The Chahbahar 

port strategically has become the hub of economic connections among the different regions of the world. It 

is located closer to Mumbai, Karachi, and Bandar Abbas, and the other main ports of Iran like Amirabad, 

Khor Al Zubair, Nowshahr Khorraamshar, and Boshehr. The development of Chahbahar port would reduce 

some of the burdens on Bandar Abbas. The development of Chahbahar port would cut the cost of 

transportation to the eastern parts of Iran, Afghanistan, and Central Asia. (Shakil,F M , 2017). 

 

Moreover, India has constructed Chahbahar port partially in 1990, to get sea-land access to Afghanistan 

and CARs through the directly Arabian Sea. India is an emerging power in this region. Due to its huge 

population, it is considering a large economy; it needs new markets and ways to exploit the natural 

resources of another region. Therefore, the main purpose behind this is to avoid Pakistan and get access to 

CARs and the Persian Gulf through the shortest possible route. Chahbahar provides edges to India. 

 

First, Chahbahar port is located near landlocked states, which gives benefits to other states under the 

supremacy of India.  

 

Second, this port bypasses Pakistan and opens new routes for India to get access to different regions. 

 

Chahbahar is one of the reasons for close political, economic, and strategic ties among these states. Besides 

India, this port has also reduced the dependency of Afghanistan on Karachi for its trade. Pakistan and 

Afghanistan have not enjoyed fruitful relations in past except in the era of the Afghan Taliban. Both 

countries have tensions about the matter of borders. Afghanistan has become the second front of India 

against Pakistan. India is interfering with internal matters of Pakistan through Afghanistan. Adjacent 

provinces of Afghanistan are a haven for those militants who have been involved in terrorism in Pakistan.
 

(Chahbahar phase one launched; India, Afghanistan can now skip Pakistan”2018) The nexus of the 

“Research Analysis Wing” (RAW) and the “National Directorate of Security” (NDS) are trying to 

destabilize Balochistan particularly and generally the rest of Pakistan. 

 

In these circumstances, Pakistan has not allowed transit facilities from India to Afghanistan. India is the 

arch-rival of Pakistan; its every move in this region has severe impacts on Pakistan. India wants to become 

a hegemonic power of this region, but the collaboration of Pakistan and China are hampering the way of 

India.  

 

The idea behind the development of Chahbahar port was first mooted than a decade ago during the visit of 

Iran‟s President Muhammad Khatamai, as the chief guest at India‟s republic day celebrations in January 

2003. Delhi and Tehran have given importance to Chahbahar in this meeting for pursuing national interests 

in Afghanistan and the Middle East. 

 

The Indian government has announced round about 85$ million for the development and construction of 

two berths at Chahbahar and the development of a container terminal. (Subash S, 2017). The Chahbahar 

port proposal came up in the context of Pakistan‟s plan to develop Gawadar port on the Makran coast with 

substantive financial assistance from China. Iran considered the Gawadar project undervaluing the 

Chahbahar position as the gateway to Central Asia. Therefore, to get the dominating position in the Gulf 

region Iran has decided to develop the Chahbahar port. India was seeking a new route after Pakistan 

refused to provide overland access to Afghanistan. Chahbahar has provided India as an alternative to 

gaining physical access to landlocked Afghanistan. (Hassan H, 2012) Motives of India are under the cover 

of this cooperation. 

 

To increase the gulf between Pakistan and Iran 

 

India has been driving the wedge between Pakistan and Iran for the last decade and they have been allied 

for the last seven decades. Iran is our traditional ally who helped Pakistan in the crises of Pakistan and 
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Indian wars. The greater Indian influence in Iran and Afghanistan might create serious doubts for Pakistan's 

and Iran relations. Every action of India in this region has severe impacts on Pakistan. (Nixon, R,1989) 

India is playing on religious grounds and giving misunderstanding on sectarian bases between both 

countries. 

 

Exploitation of Resources and Potentials of CARs 

 

Central Asian states contain a huge amount of natural resources. Every regional state has a desire to get 

access to these natural resources. The Indo-Iran trade has the main aim to exploit the natural resources of 

CARs. The growing relation between India and Iran and the greater involvement of India in Afghanistan 

are extensive efforts to reach the natural resources of CARs. (Guihong Z, 2005)  India is taking the lead and 

benefiting herself before Pakistan. 

 

Denial of trade and economic benefits to Pakistan 

 

India has huge markets which cut the economic opportunities of Pakistan. The development of the North-

South Trade Corridor (NSTC) is aimed to ruin the significance of Gawadar Port and deny the trade and 

economic benefits that Pakistan and China want to accumulate from Central Asia. 

 

Moreover, China developed the Gawadar port as a corridor to get access in other regions; however, India 

has shown great reservations on this project. The strategic location of Gawadar and 180 km away from the 

Strait of Harmuz offers Pakistan the chance to take control over the world energy jugular. But India is 

neutralizing the advantage of Pakistan after developing the Chahbahar port as being closer to the Strait of 

Harmuz. Chahbahar is providing India with the window of opportunity to bolster its trade with CARs, 

Europe, and Russia.  

 

It seems difficult to normalize relation between Pakistan and India. Both countries have enormous issues, 

which demand a solution. Afghanistan is a major source of friction. The two countries have long 

competed for influence, Pakistan played a greater role in Afghanistan in past, and the fall of the Taliban 

government in 2001 Pakistan is deeply suspicious of a rise in India‟s presence in Afghanistan. Pakistan 

accused India numerous times India of using Afghanistan as a tool and base to create problems inside 

Pakistan, including backing separatists in Balochistan province. But in the light of clear evidence, India 

denies the accusations, saying its $2 billion aid is for the development of Afghanistan. India is worried 

and impedes the ways of negotiations with the Taliban and the US pullout would give Pakistan an upper 

hand in Afghanistan and offer anti-Indian militants a base. (Suchetana R, 2016). 

 

Chahbahar and the India-Iran Afghanistan trilateral 

 

Apart from India and Iran, Afghanistan has a high interest in Chahbahar port. India connected Afghanistan 

with Chahbahar through Highways. The Afghan leadership regards the Chahbahar route as a more reliable 

and alternative that would reduce the dependence on Pakistan. On April 27, 29, 2017, Afghan President 

Ashraf Ghani visited India and realized the importance of the Chahbahar port. Prime Ministers of both 

countries Narendra Modi and Ashraf Ghani pledged to work closely with Iran. Both focused on the 

development of Chahbahar, it would be the reliable gateway to Afghanistan and Central Asia. 

 

India has built the Zaranj-Delaram highway in 2009 to connect with the 2200 km lane road network, known 

as the Garland road, circulating inside Afghanistan connecting major cities like Kabul, Maidan, Shar, 

Ghazni, Kandhar, Delaram, Heart, Mazar Sharif, and Puli Kumari in the country. India spent about US$ 6 

million to build these connecting highways in Iran and Afghanistan. After the signing of the trilateral 

agreement in May 2016, the Modi government decided to participate in the “New Great Game” for gaining 

its strategic interest and to develop warm relations with the Middle East and especially with Iran. (Khuram 

M, 2015).     
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Pakistan and India facing great set back in their relations; due to political and territorial disputes, In these 

circumstances the transit route through Pakistan to Afghanistan is likely to remain vulnerable. Following its 

previous policy towards Chahbahar port and Central Asia, the Modi government signed a historic deal with 

Iran and Afghanistan in May 2016, to develop Chahbahar port. Chahbahar port provides to India three 

types of benefits.  

 

1. India bypass Pakistan and get access to Central Asian states and global markets. 

2. India would counter China‟s expanding influence in the Indian Ocean. 

3. India is influencing Afghanistan, which escalates tensions for Pakistan, and gives an edge to India 

keeps eye on Pakistan. 

 

Chahbahar versus Gawadar port 

 

The geo-strategic condition of the region is changing rapidly, it is easy to estimate that world powers 

redefining their role in this region. New alliances are being formed and old alliances are changing. New 

alliances are coming up not only at the regional level but also on the global level befitting their economic 

and political interests. (Khalid M, 2016) Pakistan's signing CPEC agreement with China proved a milestone 

for boosting up the ailing economy of Pakistan. Gawadar, a strategic warm water deep seaport located on 

the southwestern coast of Pakistan in the Balochistan Province is the geographic center of gravity of the 

CPEC. The strategic location of Gawadar at the junction of the Arabian Sea can be defined as proximity to 

the Strait of Harmuz and a key maritime route to the oil-producing region. (Naveed A, 2017). 

 

Gwadar has located about 75 km from Iranian port Chahbahar  700 km from Karachi. It is linked to the 

Chinese city of Kashgar with a land distance of about 2000 km through the Karakorum Highway in 

Pakistan. China is highly dependent on Gulf oil; about 60% of the oil comes from the Middle East for 

which the ships have to transverse a distance of about 16000 km to her only commercial port, Shanghai, 

through the Indian and Pacific Oceans which takes about three months. ( Bilal A, 2016).  China is 

providing 80% cost construction of Gawadar. It has also been reported that Pakistan is going to provide 

China naval base in the Indian Ocean. Due to this reason India and America anguished and they are trying 

to sabotage this significant project. (Khulshetra, 2017). 

 

This is the best access point to the Indian Ocean. India is helping Iran with an amount of $85 million to 

develop Chabahar port to get access to Central Asia through Milak (Iran)-Zaranj-Dilaram(Afghanistan) 

roads. India is already in the process of developing Zaranj and Dilaram roads in Afghanistan, forming a 

ring road to connect Central Asia with the Middle East.  (Subhara M 2016)  The way India would be able to 

by Pakistan and get access in CARs, Iran and European markets without any hurdle. 

 

While both countries are vehemently trumpeting on Gawadar and Chahbahar port but the fact remains on 

light Gwadar has the edge on Chahbahar port, due to its utility, location, geography, dominate on waters 

and proximity with China through road link. Chahbahar is not located in the Indian Ocean where its other 

ports like Mumbai, Kolkata, and Goa are located, unfortunately for India Gawadar is only 72km from 

Chhbahar port and it is Pakistan's navy dominated area which risks to India. If Gawadar were handed over 

to China, Indian reservations would further increase. 

 

Although Afghanistan is the signatory of this trilateral agreement the reality is that Afghanistan has been 

facing turmoil and internal situation miserable. The Afghan government only rules 50% of areas of 

Afghanistan other areas are under the control of the Taliban. They are against Indian moreover India is 

facing trouble along the border of Afghanistan. Despite this Pakistan has somehow influenced them. 

(Muddasir A, 2015)  But India is promoting insurgency in Balochistan through its plan of Cold Start 

doctrine. Pakistan arrested khulbushan Yadave who was involved in conspiracies in Balochistan against 

Pakistan. (Hassan, 2017). 
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America lifted its sanctions from Iran; Due to this foreign investors are reluctant to invest in Iran. Trump‟s 

administration of America has been creating doubts about the P5+1 nuclear deal.  The future of the deal and 

Iran are still uncertain. But on the other side, Gawadar has no such problems. 

 

China and Pakistan are working together in different fields‟ economic military social and other projects 

animosity. Conversely, the element of trust is absent between India and Iran, because Iran and Pakistan 

have strong ties and also share a long border. Cultural and religious ties are a source of harmony between 

them. Iran is not expected to fall prey to Modi‟s traditional animosity for Pakistan as it would not 

disappoint more than 25% of the population of Pakistan who holds Iran in very high esteem, more or less as 

a religious center. (Fazil M, 2016) 

 

CPEC is well on the road to success, it is the cooperation between two natural friends China and Pakistan. 

But Chahbahar is the ambitious plan of India which is facing hurdles at every stage. 

 

Figure: 3: Chabahar vs Gaawadar 

Source: The Nation (http:// thenation.com.pk 2015) 

 

Implications for Pakistan 

 

The Chahbahar port along with the Afghan-Iran and India trilateral agreement is bound to affect the 

regional dynamics of the Iran-Pakistan relationship. There is an economic contest between Pakistan and 

Iran. Like Gawadar Chahbahar is also a deep seaport located at the heart of transit routes that connects 

China and Afghanistan to the Indian Ocean and the Middle East. (Bilal A, 2016)  Iran‟s development of 

Chahbahar undermines Pakistan‟s plan. It would reduce the prospects of trade for Pakistan with Central 

Asian states and Afghanistan and also access to their major energy resources. Furthermore, Afghanistan 

would use Chahbahar port as an alternative to Gawadar and Karachi ports; it would minimize tariffs and 
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transition fees, as Islamabad charges for the use of its ports. A competition between Pakistan and Iran is 

getting influence in Afghanistan, Central Asia, and the Middle East. (Anirban C, 2016). 

 

Iran and India have shared objectives in this region for India are supporting Iran in pursuing her interest. 

The role of Pakistan minimizes after the trilateral agreement among these states. Join hands of India and 

Iran have impeded the interest of Pakistan in Afghanistan. The maritime access at Chahbahar gives 

Afghanistan an alternative way to boost its independent economic policies. Strategically Pakistan‟ feels 

encircled and it is very threatening for Pakistan by the Indian presence in Chahbahar. (Sunil D, 2004). 

 

Pakistan‟s military fears that India can be used the Chahbahar port against Pakistan for surveillance of 

activities of Pakistan‟s navy and keeps eyes on Pakistan naval moves in the Arabian Sea in the Gulf of 

Oman. The perception is further boosted by Prime Minister Modi‟s statement, “we have also agreed to 

enhance interaction between our defense and security institutions on regional and maritime security”. 

(Sardar M, 2015). 

 

The competition between Iran and Pakistan in the Arabian Sea is expected to intensify with far-reaching 

consequences for South East Asia and the Middle East.  

 

Implication for the China Pakistan Cooperation  

 

Pakistan and China are close friends, their nexus on CPEC has been a big obstacle for India to prevail in 

their policies in the Indian Ocean because both countries have border disputes with India. China and India 

both are emerging powers of this region both countries are occupying more than the one-third population of 

the world. (Ashok B, and Mahtab A, R, 2015)  China is investing in Gawadar port to achieve its interest; on 

the other hand, India is developing Chahbahar port. Through Chahbahar India would be able to send its 

good to Afghanistan and Central Asia.  

 

The strategic cooperation among India, Iran, and Afghanistan is a result of India‟s pragmatic foreign policy 

to counter China Pakistan cooperation. China is building the “One Belt One Road” project more commonly 

known as the “China Pakistan Economic Corridor” (CPEC).  CPEC is known as a game-changer for China 

and Pakistan particularly and generally for the rest of the world. The corridor would connect Kashghar in 

northwestern China to Pakistan‟s Gawadar port on the Arabian Sea via roads, railways, and pipelines. The 

project would transform the fate of the Pakistani people. (Kulshetra, 2017). 

 

It would improve the economy, enhance regional connectivity, overcome energy crises, develop 

infrastructure and establish people-to-people contacts. Through CPEC Pakistan has gained a pivotal 

position in the region and entirely in the world. In addition, Gawadar provides ample opportunity to China 

under the CPEC plan to build a naval base in Gawadar that would be helpful for China to increase in the 

region and also counter US influence in the Asia-Pacific region. 

 

For CPEC the greatest challenges come from competitors, the significant challenger of Gwadar is 

Chahbahar port. Chahbahar would effectively central point for energy imports coming from the Gulf region 

and destined to Afghanistan and Central Asia. The Chahbahar port is a gateway that connects different 

regions of the world, a large number of goods that originate from different countries can be exported and 

imported from Chahbahar. 

 

Pakistani and Chinese observers are worried, that India is establishing its influence in the region and the 

Indian Ocean through Chahbahar. Pakistan and Chinese interests are also at stake after the Initiative of 

India at Chahbahar. (Subhara M, 2016). 
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Figure: 4: Chahbahar vs Gawadar 

Source: The Nation (http://the nation.com.pk) 

 

Chahbahar, Gawadar and the great powers: the international implications 

 

The geopolitical implications of the Gawadar and Chahbahar seaports are enormous for the Indo-Chinese 

and American rivalries in Asia and the Indian Ocean. All three powers are showing great interest, 

particularly in both ports due to their significant location. In the nineteenth-century ports of Balochistan 

remained under the influence of two major rivals Great Britain and Russia. This was the time of the “Great 

Game” a political and diplomatic confrontation between The British and Russian empires. The rivalry of 

major powers brought Balochistan under the hegemonic designs of the Britain Empire. Britain used the 

Indian Ocean according to her interests against Russian Empire. 

 

In the new Great, Game players are changed rivalry is ongoing among India- China and America in the 

Indian Ocean and Asia- Pacific. The objectives of the New Great Game are the same as before projection of 

power the search for the sphere of influence, competition for resources, and the pursuit of their interests. 

(2015) the main reasons for rivalry among these states are the strategic importance of Gawadar and 

Chahbahar port.  

 

India 

 

India is developing Chahbahar port for pursuing its interest. Overtly, India is developing close economical 

ties through Chahbahar port with the region but covertly, India is working on three ways for gaining its 

interests. First, India is securing its energy routes of supplies. Second, India is encircling Pakistan. Third, 

India is countering its arch-enemy China, and expanding its influence in Afghanistan and Central Asia.  

Strategically, the initiative of Chahbahar port would enable India to challenge the Chinese moves in 

Gawadar and the Indian Ocean. Pakistan and China are building CPEC $54 billion projects linking western 

China via roads, railways, and pipelines to Gawadar and it provides direct access to the Indian Ocean. 

China moves to build up a naval base in Gawadar, as a threat to the Indian navy in the Arabian Sea. 

(Kugelman, M, 2015). 
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Furthermore, India devised its policy in the shape of Chahbahar in the region to check the activities of 

China in the Indian Ocean and the Persian Gulf. In addition, a trilateral agreement on Chahbahar solidifies 

the Afghan-Indian alliance against Pakistan and paves the way for Indian access to Central Asia.  

 

India is planning to transform Chahbahar into a major economic, trade, and industrial hub in the Middle 

East and transit route for access to Afghanistan and Central Asian markets. India is the second-largest 

country that imports oil from Iran after China. The factor of Chahbahar solidifies ties between Iran and 

India; Chahbahar would have profound geopolitical implications on Pakistan and China. 

 

China  

 

Gawadar–Chahbahar competition is a sign of greater rivalry between China and India for hegemony in 

Asia. The clash of interest on both ports of these two powers has brought strategic and economic 

competition in the region. Strategic interest compels to China build alliances and support Pakistan against 

India. India is the common enemy of China and Pakistan. (Choudhury U, 2016). 

 

Although it has not officially reacted, China, like its proxy Pakistan, considers the Chahbahar Agreement as 

a direct challenge to CPEC and China‟s naval facilities in Gwadar. It would give China a major beachhead 

on the Indian Ocean close to the Strait of Hormuz, “effectively making China a two-ocean power,” in the 

words of Claude Rakisits, a senior fellow at the Atlantic Council. (Rakisits C, 2015). 

 

CPEC once completed, China would use it for dual purposes like military facilities and naval base Chinese 

warships and submarines as well as a listening post to monitor as the US and Indian naval moves in the 

Arabian Sea and the Indian Ocean.
 
Given its commanding view of the Strait of Hormuz, Gwadar can be 

used by the Chinese navy to threaten or blockade that narrow waterway should hostilities erupt with the US 

or India. 

 

China and Pakistan most oil exported come from the Middle East it is proximity to Gawadar. The Gwadar 

port is expected to serve as the key conduit for energy shipments via pipelines to Western China, thus 

ensuring greater energy security. (Jaffrelot C, 2011)    Like Chahbahar, China is also facing some hurdles in 

constructing the Gawadar port. Bloch insurgency in Pakistan Balochistan, the security situation, and 

political instability are impeding the way of this mega project.  

 

Figure 5: Route of Gawadar port to Western China 

Source: PICSS (http:// picss.com.pk) 
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The United States 

 

The US broadly shares India‟s concerns over Chinese naval presence and activities in Gwadar and the 

threat it could pose to the Strait of Hormuz and shipping lines in the Arabian Sea. (Hughes, L, 2016)  But 

unlike Delhi which sees an immediate threat, Washington looks at China‟s actions in Gwadar as a long-

term threat.  

 

The main US concern is that Gwadar, when and if connected to China, could give it a potential strategic 

and economic advantage in the region. Washington‟s threat perception reflects its position as a superpower 

with overwhelming naval superiority over China for the foreseeable future. The massive Chinese plan 

reveals the shape of Gawadar port. But now Chinese presence in the Persian Gulf and the Middle East is a 

threat to US and Indian interests in this region. (Bearak, M. & M,2016) 

 

Conclusion 
 

The strategic location of Chahbahar port is important for the region and especially for Iran and India. The 

development of Chahbahar is the result of Indian pragmatic policy in West Asia. The Indo-Iranian project 

Chahbahar is considered a win-win for India, Iran, and Afghanistan. But the implementation of this project 

faces serious challenges, and its success depends on stability. First, the initial hurdle is the rising 

insurgency in Iranian Balochistan. Second, the instability in Afghanistan, which is also part of the trilateral 

agreement, Chahbahar port provides Afghanistan an alternative route instead of Karachi and Gawadar port. 

Third, there is a possibility that the US and other western countries could re-impose their sanctions on Iran. 

In case, Iran violates its obligation under the nuclear deal, which was signed between Iran and P5 states, 

such as scenario would change Iranian calculations and perceptions in the project. Fourth, given the rising 

tensions between Saudi Arabia and Iran, and Arab Iranian conflict in the Arabian Gulf is bound to affect 

the project negatively. The trilateral agreement is a symbol of hope for India to counter the influence of 

China and Pakistan in this region. 

 

Policy Recommendations: 
 

Based on this study, the following measures are recommended: 

 

•     Ports provide opportunities for regional trade, economic growth, and employment as platforms for a 

state. The development of port infrastructure to create jobs and promote trade, whether through 

national and international connectivity, is critical for stimulating economic growth. 

 

•    As important transformations in geopolitics occur in this region, Pakistan must maintain strong relations 

with the friendly countries of this region. At the same time, there is a need to redefine its foreign policy 

with Iran, particularly to improve social and religious connections with her. Iran is sympathetic to the 

Kashmir cause at home, but it must express its worries about Indian-controlled Kashmir on all 

international platforms and proactively seek to resolve the conflict in the Kashmiris' best interests. 

Similarly, Pakistan must make serious efforts to arbitrate between Saudi Arabia and Iran to reduce 

hostilities between the two countries, and it must avoid military adventurism in the Middle East.  

 

•    Pakistan and Iran can be pursued cooperatively on their mutual interests, such as trade expansion, 

terrorism in Baluchistan, the construction of Iranian gas pipeline project, and an economic corridor that 

may connect both ports Gwadar and Chabahar. 

 

•   Pakistan and Iran must address the trust deficit that is now afflicting their bilateral relations and 

impeding the creation of an atmosphere conducive to real confidence. To fix the trust deficit, the level 

of sporadic rhetoric should extend beyond foreign ministers and advisers. 
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•   Instead of getting sidetracked by the adversaries' actions, Pakistan must remain focused on the 

implementation of the CPEC. CPEC projects must go beyond infrastructure development to include 

mega industries such as manufacturing, health, housing, finance, and other industries. 

 

•    Pakistan's Gwadar Port has the potential to make Pakistan one of the region's leading economies 

because it offers Pakistan a plethora of economic incentives and, as a result, aids in the country's 

development. 

 

•   Gawader will provide landlocked areas with commercial routes that are shorter than Chabahar. 

Furthermore, China will benefit from a lower-cost and faster trade route through Gwadar, and therefore 

this port will assist this upcoming superpower, particularly in satisfying its energy needs. All of this 

has earned Gawader the title of "Golden Bird" in Pakistan. 

 

•     The Chabahar port has sparked hysteria, even though it has far fewer potentials than Gawader. Because  

India and Iran have infrastructural inadequacies and internal security challenges, their initiatives appear 

frail and crumbling. Despite increasing at a healthy rate of more than 7% per year, the Indian economy 

faces issues such as population growth, inflation, and poverty rates, declining exports, and a lack of 

infrastructure, to name a few. Furthermore, the US has expressed worries about India-Iran ties, and the 

Iranian side's law and order situation is not encouraging. All this casts doubt on India's commitments to 

operate and develop the Chabahar project in a timely and efficient manner. 

 

•    If India and China work together on both projects and a slew of other initiatives, they can propel human, 

economic, commercial, and cultural growth throughout South Asia and Central Asia, including 

Afghanistan and Iran. The region as a whole is impoverished, and radical religious or ethnic currents 

that oppose all forms of governance are on the rise. If, on the other hand, rivalries become more 

intense, the current ethnic struggle in the geographic area has the potential to exacerbate them. Both 

regional and global powers, hopefully, will turn their rivalry into alliances for the greater good. 
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